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INTRODUCTION 
Schools  Before  1850 

Waterloo  Township’s  first  schools  were  informal,  voluntary  and  fee- 
paying. They  met  only  during  the  winter  months  "in  private  houses, 
meetinghouses,  abandoned  dwellings,  unused  shops  or  under  any 
available  and  convenient  shelter."1  Early  school  classes  have  been  noted 
in  the  community  around  the  Grand  River  forks  (later  Blair);  northeast 
of  John  Erb’s  mills  (later  Preston);  at  O’Loane’s  store  and  tavern  (later 
Centreville);  on  Biehn’s  Tract  (later  Doon);  near  "Indian"  Sam  Eby’s 
place  on  GCT1  (later  Mill  Street);  and  in  an  annex  to  the  Benjamin 
Eby  meetinghouse  south  of  the  later  village  of  Berlin.  The  first  purpose- 
built  log  schoolhouse  was  provided  in  1820  by  Abraham  Erb  for  the 
small  village  later  named  Waterloo  around  his  mills  on  Beaver  Creek. 
Three  schools  were  started  east  of  the  Grand  River  in  the  1820s  in 
Mennonite  meetinghouses-John  Erb’s  union  church  (close  to  the  site 
of  the  later  Hagey’s),  at  Schneider’s  corners  (later  Bloomingdale),  and 
the  union  church  on  Samuel  Bechtel’s  lot  near  the  centre  of  Beasley’s 
Lower  Block,  south  of  where  Hespeler  later  developed.  A log  cabin  at 
New  Germany  served  as  church  and  school  from  1834/5. 

By  1835,  Waterloo  Township  had  nine  schools.  To  serve  larger 
numbers  of  ethnic  and  religious  groups  in  the  township  from  the  early 
1830s,  it  was  necessary  to  provide  schoolhouses.  Trustees  were 
appointed  "to  see  that  the  Teacher  possesses  the  requisite  qualifications 
[and]  keeps  good  order  in  the  School;  that  the  School  House  is  well 
taken  care  of;  to  visit  the  school  at  least  twice  every  week;  to  call  public 
Meetings  connected  with  the  School,  as  often  as  they  shall  deem 
necessary,  and  punctually  and  conscientiously  to  do  all  such  other 
things  as  are  usually  done  by  Trustees  of  a School."2  New  schools  were 
built  in  1833  at  Berlin,  1835  at  Centreville,  and  1838  at  Preston. 

The  Common  Schools  Act  of  1841  stimulated  greater  public  activity 
in  the  provision  and  regulation  of  schools.  At  the  local  level, 
municipalities  were  made  responsible  for  the  detailed  administration  of 
local  schools.  Townships  were  divided  into  school  districts  (renamed 
school  sections  in  1846),  trustees  were  elected,  school  rates  levied, 
schoolhouses  built,  teachers  examined  and  licensed,  and  the  first  public 
funds  were  paid  to  rural  schools.  Until  Waterloo  Township  was 
incorporated  as  a municipality  in  1850,  the  Wellington  District  Council 
was  responsible  for  defining  (and  amending)  the  boundaries  of  school 
districts,  voting  the  government  grant  and,  through  its  Boards  of  School 
Commissioners,  examining  and  licensing  the  teachers. 
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Twenty  school  districts  were  defined  in  1842  in  Waterloo  Township 
(Figure  1).  School  District  (SD,  later  SS)  numbers  were  assigned  to 
existing  schools,  such  as  SD  1 for  Carlisle  (later  Blair),  SD  4 for 
Centreville,  SD  5 for  Berlin,  SD  10  for  Waterloo,  SD  12  for  Schneider’s 
corners  (later  Bloomingdale),  SD  13  for  New  Germany,  and  SD  18  for 
Preston.  Several  other  districts  built  schools  for  the  first  time.  Two  new 
school  sections  were  carved  out-SS  26  from  SS  6 in  the  area  later 
named  Breslau,  and  for  SS  27  (later  Maple  Grove)  from  SS  20.  These 
early  school  district/section  numbers  were  later  revised  in  1854.  Local 
schools  began  to  receive  grants,  such  as  those  approved  by  the 
Wellington  District  Council  in  February  1843,  when  each  school  district 
in  Waterloo  Township  received  £19-13-10.  During  the  1840s,  trustees  of 
various  school  districts  were  permitted  to  levy  rates  or  to  borrow  funds, 
mainly  for  new  school  buildings.  From  1845,  district  councils  were 
permitted  to  tax  either  the  whole  district  or  individual  townships  or 
school  sections  for  school  support,  thus  making  it  possible  for  a 
particular  section  to  establish  a Free  School.  Otto  Klotz  led  a campaign 
in  Preston  (SS  18)  to  make  the  school  free  to  all  and  to  abandon  the 
rate-bill  system.  Preston’s  free  school  system  was  effective  by  1848, 
Klotz  later  claiming  that  it  dated  from  1845  and  was  the  first  in  Canada 
West.  Free  schools  did  not  become  the  norm  in  Ontario  until  1871. 

Several  early  schoolhouses  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Wellington 
District  Council  bylaws  during  the  1840s  but  are  known  from  other 
sources.  The  Waterloo  school  was  replaced  in  stone  in  1842.  Frame 
schools  were  built  at  Schneider’s  corners  (later  Bloomingdale)  by  1842, 
and  for  SS  8 (later  Elmdale).  Log  schoolhouses  were  built  in  the  early 
1830s  for  the  section  later  defined  as  SS  15  (Riverbank),  and  from  1844 
for  SS  9 (later  Rummelhardt),  1847  for  SS  18  (Pine  Bush,  later 
Clearview),  and  New  Hope  by  1850.  Schoolhouses  were  used  for  various 
community  purposes  as  well  as  for  formal  education. 

The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  examined  local  teachers  who 
had  also  to  submit  to  inspections  by  Visitors  of  Common  Schools.  Some 
trustees  and  commissioners  took  a dim  view  of  the  quality  of  teachers 
in  the  1840s.  Otto  Klotz  of  Preston  later  reflected  that  one  could  hardly 
expect  high  qualifications  when  there  was  no  "regular  and  established 
uniform  system  of  examination,... many  commissioners  themselves  only 
possessed  a very  limited  education,  [and]  the  salary  usually  paid  in 
rural  sections  was  so  low  that  it  was  no  inducement  to  a person  fully 
to  qualify  himself  to  be  a teacher  for  a term  of  years."  Teachers  were 
often  under-employed  "mechanics  who  during  the  winter  months  when 
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no  work  at  their  trade  was  to  be  had,  would  engage  to  teach,  and  as 
soon  as  work  at  their  trade  was  again  to  be  had,  they  quit  teaching." 
The  usual  rate  of  pay  was  $10  to  $12  per  month,  with  the  teacher 
moving  around  the  households  in  his  section  for  board  and  lodgings.3 

Schools  from  1850  to  1919 

From  1850,  the  Waterloo  Township  Council  was  made  responsible 
for  local  education,  with  funding  derived  from  property  assessments  to 
match  provincial  grants.  The  basic  unit  became  the  school  section,  a 
portion  of  the  township  in  which  qualified  voters  elected  boards  of  three 
trustees  to  maintain  the  school  building,  hire  the  teacher,  and  ensure 
that  school  taxes  were  raised  in  the  section.  Men  who  served  as 
trustees  had  seldom  received  much  education  themselves,  especially 
those  reared  in  the  township  before  1843.  Some  were  praised  for  their 
conscientious  work,  but  trustees  were  generally  believed  to  put  school 
property  and  economy  before  quality  of  teaching. 

From  1850  to  1871,  township  school  superintendents  Alexander 
Allan  and  then  Isaac  L.  Bowman  allocated  the  school  fund  amongst  the 
various  sections  based  on  average  attendance.  They  visited  all  schools 
to  see  that  teachers  were  obeying  the  regulations  and  reported  annually 
to  the  Chief  Superintendent  in  Toronto,  receiving  $4  for  each  school 
visited.  County  Boards  of  Public  Instruction,  consisting  of  all  the  local 
superintendents  (with  the  grammar  school  trustees)  for  each  county, 
examined  common  school  teachers  and  gave  them  certificates. 

The  Common  and  Grammar  School  Improvement  Act  of  1871  made 
several  significant  changes.  Common  (elementary)  schools  were  renamed 
public  schools  and  were  made  free  and  compulsory,  though  school 
attendance  was  hard  to  enforce  until  1919.  The  1871  act  shifted 
responsibility  from  the  local  superintendent  in  each  township  and  the 
Waterloo  County  Board  of  Public  Instruction  to  the  county  inspector, 
who  had  to  be  a highly  qualified  teacher  appointed  by  the  Waterloo 
County  Council  but  responsible  to  the  Minister  of  Education.  Thomas 
Pearce  was  Waterloo  County  inspector  from  July  1871  until  1912.  He 
convened  the  County  Board  of  Examiners,  with  power  to  examine  and 
license  second  and  third  class  teachers,  and  made  regular  visits  to  the 
90  or  so  schools  in  his  jurisdiction,  including  28  in  Waterloo  Township. 
His  printed  reports,  especially  the  anecdotal  notes  in  the  1870s,  are 
useful  accounts  of  school  sections  that  had  been  organized  for  up  to  30 
years. 
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In  Waterloo  Township,  few  children  continued  past  Senior  4th  (the 
school  leaving  grade)  to  attend  high  school  in  either  Galt  or  Berlin.  The 
first  high  school  entrance  examinations  were  held  in  1874.  To  provide 
partial  secondary  schooling  in  rural  areas,  continuation  classes  were 
added  to  some  rural  schools  from  1894.  The  curriculum  was  the  same 
as  for  the  first  two  years  of  high  school  but  the  teachers  did  not  have 
to  be  trained  to  the  standard  usually  required  for  high  school  teaching. 

Use  of  the  German  language  in  schools  was  a special  issue  in 
Waterloo  County.  Thomas  Pearce  seems  not  to  have  been  sympathetic 
to  German-language  instruction,  remarking  in  his  first  report  (1872)  on 
the  "foreign  language"  spoken  by  most  people  in  the  county  and  noting 
that  two  to  three  children  in  every  four  "make  their  first  attempt  to 
speak  English  after  they  have  been  admitted  to  school."  Of  31  "German 
schools"  in  Waterloo  County,  seven  were  in  Waterloo  Township.  About 
half  the  township’s  pupils  in  German-language  schools  were  in  the  SS 
13  schoolhouse  at  New  Germany,  with  smaller  numbers  at  Bearinger’s, 
Erbsville,  Williamsburg,  Martin’s,  Lexington  and  Rummelhardt. 

Waterloo  Township’s  24  school  sections,  redefined  in  1854,  were 
increased  to  28  by  the  mid- 1890s,  in  addition  to  those  in  the  villages 
that  were  incorporated  and  separated  from  the  township  in  the  1850s 
(Figure  2).  The  first  log  schoolhouses  began  to  be  replaced  from  the 
1850s-paid  for  by  assessments  on  local  ratepayers,  supplemented  by 
grants  from  the  township  and  the  county.  New  stone  schoolhouses  are 
recorded  for  Blair  and  Maple  Grove  in  1850  and  Hespeler  in  1855, 
while  Bridgeport  and  New  Germany  had  brick  schoolhouses  by  1855. 
Between  1856  and  1896  virtually  all  the  other  schoolhouses  were  rebuilt 
in  permanent  materials  such  as  stone  or  brick-except  at  Nine  Pines, 
Breslau  and  Centreville.  Physical  upkeep  of  their  schoolhouse  became 
a point  of  pride  for  trustees.  Pearce  promoted  tree-planting  from  1879, 
Arbor  Day  was  first  observed  in  1885,  and  1,650  healthy  trees  were 
growing  in  public  school  grounds  in  Waterloo  County  in  1899. 

Teachers  changed  schools  frequently.  Efforts  to  improve  teachers’ 
morale  and  effectiveness  included  Teachers’  Institutes,  at  which  teaching 
methods,  school  organization  and  discipline  were  discussed,  and  a 
County  Teachers’  Association  was  formed  in  1873.  County  Model 
Schools  were  established  in  Galt  and  Berlin  in  1877,  and  Boards  of 
Examiners  met  once  a year  to  examine  teachers-in-training  at  each  of 
the  Model  Schools,  successful  examinees  receiving  third-class  certificates. 
Galt’s  Model  School  lasted  until  December  1902  and  Berlin’s  until  1907. 
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High  points  of  the  school  year  in  the  later  nineteenth  century  included 
quarterly  examinations  which  could  be  attended  by  100  or  more  visitors. 

More  men  than  women  taught  in  rural  schools  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  In  1874,  Waterloo  Township  25  rural  schools  were  staffed  by 
20  men  (whose  salaries  averaged  $392)  and  seven  women  (with  a mean 
salary  of  $279).  Some  young  men  were  teachers  for  a few  years  until 
they  had  saved  enough  to  further  their  education.  In  the  towns  and 
villages,  women  made  up  a larger  share  of  all  teachers  than  in  the  rural 
schools.  Most  women  taught  only  a few  years  until  they  were  married, 
often  to  local  farmers. 

Almost  all  rural  sections  had  one-room  schoolhouses  with  one 
teacher  in  charge  of  all  grades.  SS  13  at  New  Germany  had  the  largest 
enrolment,  with  a 2-room  schoolhouse  from  1852  and  up  to  300 
children  of  school  age  in  1861.  With  the  largest  concentration  of 
children  being  taught  in  German  and  99  per  cent  Roman  Catholic,  it 
effectively  became  a Separate  school  from  1884.  Bridgeport  was  the 
only  other  school  that  expanded  to  have  three  teachers,  with  one 
designated  as  principal. 

With  all  the  educational  idealism  and  the  bureaucratic  procedures, 
school  did  little  for  many  children.  Distance  from  the  school  kept  some 
away  and  others  were  needed  to  help  on  the  farm  or  in  the  home. 
Poorer  families  needed  the  labour  of  their  children  even  more,  and  in 
every  school  there  were  "big  boys"  who  came  to  school  so  seldom  that 
they  were  held  back  in  the  lower  grades. 

Schools  from  1920  to  1972 

By  the  1920s,  rural  schools  were  key  institutions  in  the  hamlets  and 
farming  communities  of  the  township.  As  rural  populations  and 
business  functions  declined,  schools  became  all  the  more  important  as 
symbols  and  focal  points  in  rural  society.  School  names  were  taken  by 
other  organizations  representing  the  localities-from  women’s  and 
farmers’  institutes  to  hockey  and  softball  teams.  New  school  sections 
continued  to  be  defined  and  new  schools  built,  to  serve  suburban 
children  on  the  edges  of  Kitchener  in  the  interwar  period.  Most  schools 
were  renovated  in  the  1920s  or  1930s  or  rebuilt  in  the  1950s.  The 
history  of  Waterloo  Township’s  schools  in  the  twentieth  century 
illustrates  the  tensions  between  the  traditional  priorities  and  cultural 
conservatism  of  school  section  trustees  and  more  progressive  educational 
philosophies.  From  the  1940s,  rural  schools  were  overtaken  by  the 
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states  of  mind  associated  with  modernization  and  urbanization  and 
propelled  by  provincial  government  policies  and  grants  into  streamlining 
and  consolidating  both  administration  and  classroom  teaching. 

In  1920,  Waterloo  Township  had  28  rural  school  sections,  most  of 
them  with  one-room  schoolhouses;  in  1931  there  were  1,350  children  in 
the  40  classrooms  administered  by  29  school  sections.  The  Separate 
school  at  New  Germany  had  four  classrooms,  Bridgeport  had  three,  and 
seven  schools-Centreville,  Williamsburg,  Breslau,  Bloomingdale,  Doon, 
Maple  Grove  and  Riverbank-had  two  rooms  each,  though  both  were 
not  always  used  for  teaching  in  all  years.  Spare  classrooms  and 
basements  in  some  one-teacher  schools  were  used  as  winter  playrooms. 
Bridgeport  added  a fourth  room  in  1927,  and  Centreville  obtained  the 
use  of  the  Waterloo  Township  Hall  and  the  United  Brethren  Church  as 
third  and  fourth  classrooms  in  the  1930s.  Several  one-room 
schoolhouses  were  partitioned  to  make  two  classrooms-for  example, 
Pine  Grove  in  1921,  Elm  dale  in  1929,  and  Blair  in  1937.  At  Breslau,  a 
third  classroom  was  opened  at  the  Mennonite  Brethren  in  Christ 
church  in  1927.  Martin’s  school  was  strained  by  Russian  Mennonite 
immigrant  children  who  raised  enrolment  in  about  1928  from  40  to  60. 

Most  schools  were  renovated  to  some  extent  in  the  interwar  years 
and  obtained  electric  lighting  in  the  1930s.  Though  Waterloo  Township 
had  a municipal  telephone  system  from  1914,  rural  schools  did  not  have 
telephones  until  after  1957.  Three  existing  schoolhouses  were  completely 
replaced  in  the  1920s  and  three  new  schools  were  built.  Bloomingdale’s 
third  brick  school  was  opened  in  1919  with  two  rooms.  The  old  frame 
school  at  Nine  Pines  was  replaced  in  brick  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  in  1927.  The  other  new  and  replaced  schools  reflected  suburban 
growth  on  the  eastern  and  southeastern  edges  of  Kitchener  and  the 
creation  of  three  new  school  sections  by  1941.  So  many  suburban 
families  were  settling  along  Frederick  Street,  east  of  Kitchener  on 
Highway  7 to  Guelph,  that  the  quiet  rural  school  of  Natchez  was 
unable  to  accommodate  them.  It  was  decided  to  split  SS  6 into  two, 
with  a new  SS  29  serving  the  suburban  community  along  Frederick 
Street,  and  SS  6 serving  the  farm  community  to  the  south  and  east. 
New  schoolhouses  were  built  in  both  sections  in  1925.  Two  new  schools 
were  built  in  the  Centreville  area,  with  two  new  sections  created  by 
1941--SS30  for  Parkway  (formerly  German  Mills),  and  SS31  for 
Sunnyside  just  south  of  Kitchener’s  urban  boundary. 
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By  1941-2,  when  the  Sunnyside  school  opened,  Waterloo  Township 
had  31  school  sections-each  administered  by  a three-man  trustee  board- 
-with  nearly  50  classrooms  for  about  1,300  pupils  (Figure  3).  As  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  basic  functions  of  rural  trustee  boards  were  to 
keep  schools  open  and  clean  for  children  from  5 to  14,  keep  accurate 
accounts  and  present  prompt  reports,  appoint  officers  (chairman, 
secretary  and  auditors),  and  levy  necessary  taxes. 

In  the  twentieth  century,  teachers  were  more  often  women  than 
men.  Men  with  families  could  not  afford  to  live  on  a teacher’s  salary, 
especially  as  the  demands  of  the  job  left  them  no  time  to  combine 
teaching  with  farming  or  another  occupation.  Trustees  usually  hired 
teachers  at  the  lowest  possible  salaries,  especially  during  the  depression 
of  the  1930s.  However,  during  World  War  Two,  there  was  such  a 
teacher  shortage  that  the  "marriage  bar"  was  relaxed  and  experienced 
married  women  were  welcomed,  even  begged  to  return  to  teaching.  Mrs 
Helena  Feasby  of  Centreville  (and  later  Williamsburg)  and  Mrs  Vera 
Hergott  of  Shantz  Station  became  authoritative  figures  in  their  schools 
and  communities.  So  acute  was  the  dearth  of  teachers  that  those  with 
fewer  qualifications  but  with  "letters  of  permission"  could  get  jobs  and 
teachers’  salaries  rose  from  the  1940s. 

A rural  school  teacher  before  the  1960s  had  42-46  pupils  working 
at  up  to  eight  different  grade  levels  in  the  same  classroom.  A teacher 
had  no  time  to  think  as  s/he  ranged  between  the  Grade  8 pupils  being 
prepared  for  their  High  School  Entrance  examinations  and  the  Grade 
1 children  learning  to  read.  Teachers  in  some  communities  were 
particularly  challenged  when  children  spoke  no  English  when  they 
started  school.  The  teacher’s  workload  in  a one-room  rural  school  was 
the  key  factor  in  the  progressives’  argument  for  consolidated  schools 
and  administration.  A local  inspector  noted  in  1927  that  "too  many 
teachers  go  to  the  town  schools  after  a few  years  experience...not 
[because]  of  the  money  but  the  continual  drudgery  of  the  ungraded 
school."4  Attendance  registers  had  to  be  kept  meticulously  and  truancy 
reported  to  the  inspector  as  well  as  to  the  truancy  officer  whose  position 
was  created  by  the  township  council  in  1915.  Some  teachers  even 
provided  transportation  for  their  pupils. 

As  elders  recall  their  childhood  and  schooling  in  the  first  half  of  the 
twentieth  century,  certain  events  stand  out-Arbour  Day,  school  fairs, 
Christmas  concerts,  June  picnics  and,  later,  music  festivals.  By  1920, 
school  fairs  were  well  established  in  western,  eastern  and  northern 
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divisions  of  the  township.  Children  were  encouraged  to  tend  garden 
plots  for  which  they  were  given  seeds  in  the  spring,  and  then  inspected 
over  the  summer.  In  the  fall,  the  school  fairs  were  held  in  the  second 
week  in  September,  with  prizes  awarded  for  all  classes  of  produce  as 
well  as  sewing,  art,  writing  and  cooking.  In  the  afternoon,  each  school 
put  on  drill,  with  flags,  marching,  wands  and  drums.  Christmas 
concerts  included  drills  and  "funny  plays",  decorations,  invitations  to  all 
parents  and  the  whole  local  community,  visits  by  Santa  Claus  and 
exchanges  of  gifts.  In  a more  lighthearted  way,  the  concert  continued 
the  role  of  the  nineteenth-century  school  inspection,  and  elders 
remember  that  it  was  the  highlight  of  the  whole  year  for  their  parents. 

Regular  health  inspections,  begun  in  the  1890s  by  the  medical 
officer  of  health  and  sanitary  inspector,  continued  to  the  1960s.  A 
truancy  or  school  attendance  officer,  appointed  in  1915,  reported 
regularly  to  the  township  council.  A school  nurse  was  appointed  in  late 
1943  to  supplement  the  inspections  by  the  township’s  medical  officer  of 
health  and  sanitary  inspector.  In  1939,  a Waterloo  Township  District 
High  School  Board  was  set  up  to  organize  high  school  services;  its  main 
task  was  to  organize  bus  routes  for  the  township’s  rural  pupils  to  reach 
urban  high  schools. 

From  the  1930s,  the  provincial  inspectors  promoted  centralized 
standards  and  a new  philosophy  of  education  which  was  more  child- 
centred,  less  prescriptive  and  more  flexible.  They  urged  and  then 
implemented  larger  units  of  rural  school  administration.  Area  or  whole 
township  boards  would  end  the  inequality  of  opportunity  for  rural 
children.  The  burdens  of  local  taxation  would  be  eased  with  funds  and 
grants  from  the  province,  county  and  township  levels  of  government. 
With  more  resources,  rural  schools  would  be  able  to  offer  such  services 
as  a circulating  library,  medical  and  dental  inspection,  manual  training 
and  household  science,  and  continuation  classes.  With  economies  of 
scale,  township  or  area  boards  could  buy  supplies  in  larger  quantities 
at  lower  costs.  Teachers  would  benefit  from  being  in  constant  contact 
with  other  teachers  and  from  balanced  salaries. 

In  January  1944,  eight  township  school  sections  east  of  the  Grand 
River-Clearview,  Pine  Grove,  Shantz  Station,  Maple  Grove,  Breslau, 
Riverbank,  Kossuth  and  Vance-combined  in  the  Waterloo  Township 
Area  1 School  Board,  the  first  in  Waterloo  County.  They  were  joined  by 
Bloomingdale  in  1946.  Instead  of  nine  different  boards  of  three  trustees 
each,  there  was  a single  board  of  five  trustees  with  a secretary- 
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treasurer  on  salary.  West  of  the  river,  the  six  school  sections  of 
Elmdale,  Rummelhardt,  Erbsville,  Bearinger’s,  Martin’s  and  Lexington 
formed  the  Waterloo  Township  Area  2 School  Board  in  January  1946. 
In  the  southwest  corner,  the  six  sections  of  Blair,  Doon,  English 
Settlement,  Plains,  Williamsburg  and  Nine  Pines  joined  in  the  Waterloo 
Township  Area  3 School  Board  which  lasted  only  eight  years.  Area 
board  administration  might  mean  new  or  improved  school  facilities. 
Several  township  school  sections-mainly  in  a central  zone  between  the 
urbanized  area  of  Kitchener-Waterloo  and  the  Grand  River,  but  also  the 
St  Boniface  Separate  school  at  Maryhill  and  the  union  sections  of 
Victoria  and  Hespeler--were  not  included  in  any  school  area  boards. 
(See  Plate  12  in  Waterloo  Township  through  two  centuries  for  school 
sections  and  areas  from  1942  to  1970). 

Until  the  1960s,  school  area  administration  did  not  mean  any 
drastic  re-organization  of  schools.  In  the  rural  township,  for  nearly  15 
years  after  school  area  boards  were  introduced,  there  were  no  school 
closings  at  all.  Schools  in  the  zones  annexed  by  Kitchener,  Preston  or 
Galt  were  re-organized  in  a context  of  expansion.  Trustees  and  families 
affected  by  annexation  on  the  edges  of  the  cities  were  already  suburban 
and  usually  welcomed  the  services  that  city  schools  would  give  their 
children.  From  1960,  the  Ontario  government  forced  the  pace  of  change 
as  part  of  its  policy  that  bigger  was  better  and  essential  to  modernize 
administration  and  social  services.  Centralization  and  consolidation  of 
rural  schools  seemed  desirable  and  inevitable  to  planners, 
administrators  and  suburbanites  if  rural  children  were  to  get  as  good 
an  education  as  city  pupils.  But  the  pace  of  change  was  traumatic  for 
those  who  regarded  their  local  school  as  the  focus  and  symbol  of  their 
community  and  the  rural  way  of  life.  Progressives  and  traditionalists 
came  into  conflict  over  the  plans  of  the  Area  1 school  board  to  close 
three  schools  in  the  central  area  east  of  the  Grand  River  and  bus 
students  to  fewer  schools  designated  for  expansion. 

In  May  1964,  Ontario  passed  legislation  compelling  whole  townships 
to  form  area  school  boards.  From  January  1965,  the  12  remaining 
school  boards  in  Waterloo  Township  were  merged  into  one  Waterloo 
Township  School  Board  which  devised  plans  to  rationalize  the 
remaining  schools  by  designating  new  senior  schools  at  Breslau,  Pine 
Grove  and  Lexington  which  would  better  prepare  township  pupils  for 
high  school.  By  the  end  of  1965,  12  township  schools  no  longer  offered 
regular  classes-Clearview,  Riverbank,  Kossuth,  Vance,  Shantz  Station 
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and  Victoria  east  of  the  river,  and  Strasburg,  Parkway,  Natchez, 
Elmdale,  Rummelhardt  and  Bearinger’s  to  the  west. 

Township  schools  still  open  in  September  1966  all  had  at  least  two 
classrooms:  Pine  Grove  (4),  Erbsville  (3),  Bloomingdale  (3),  Shantz 
Station  (2),  Lexington  (5),  Maple  Grove  (4),  Martin’s  (3  and  opportunity 
unit),  Nine  Pines  (2),  Breslau  (13  classrooms  and  morning  and 
afternoon  kindergartens),  and  Doon  (12  classrooms  and  morning  and 
afternoon  kindergartens).  There  were  also  supervisors  for  art,  music, 
physical  education,  reading  and  special  education  and  French.  Breslau, 
Doon  and  Lexington  schools  were  became  regional  centres  for  such 
special  events  as  the  music  festivals. 

In  early  1967,  a private  bill  by  the  Ontario  Legislature  joined  the 
public  school  administrations  of  Kitchener,  Waterloo  Township  and 
Bridgeport.  The  new  board  elected  in  December  1967  would  have  only 
12  trustees,  nine  from  Kitchener,  two  from  the  township  and  one  from 
Bridgeport.  This  board  was  soon  overtaken  by  the  creation  of  the 
Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education  which  administered  all  public 
elementary  and  high  schools  in  the  county  from  January  1969.  At  the 
same  time,  all  the  Separate  School  boards  in  the  county  (including  the 
RCSS  board  for  Waterloo,  Woolwich  and  Guelph  Townships  which 
administered  the  school  at  Maryhill)  were  joined  to  form  the  Waterloo 
County  Roman  Catholic  Separate  School  Board. 

Notes 

For  more  detailed  accounts  of  township  schools  and  education  in  the 
three  periods,  see  Elizabeth  Bloomfield,  Waterloo  Township  through  two 
centuries  (Waterloo  Historical  Society,  1995),  pp.  134-40;  239-49;  325- 
47. 

1 Thomas  Pearce,  "School  history,  Waterloo  County  and  Berlin,"  WHS 
2 (1914):  33.  For  the  history  of  Waterloo  County  schools  before 
1912,  see  also  Mary  A.  Johnston,  The  trail  of  the  slate  (Waterloo, 
1975). 

2 Canada  Museum  10  December  1835. 

3 "Statistics  and  history  of  the  Preston  School  compiled  and  written 
by  Otto  Klotz",  p.58.  Klotz  was  trustee  for  54  years,  chairman  in 
1860,  and  secretaiy  from  1847  to  1891. 

4 Address  in  November  1927  by  South  Waterloo  Inspector,  in  minutes 
of  Waterloo  County  Trustees’  and  Ratepayers’  Association. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOLS 

The  photograph  is  a powerful  medium  for  evoking  the  past.  Views 
of  groups  of  pupils  are  poignant  reminder  of  the  role  of  local  schools 
in  rural  society.  While  a few  photos  of  schools,  pupils  and  their  teachers 
survive  from  the  nineteenth  century,  most  are  later.  From  the  First 
World  War,  it  became  customary  for  local  photographers  to  visit  schools 
annually  for  group  portraits.  One  pupil  would  hold  a slate  inscribed 
with  the  school  section  number,  year  and  (sometimes)  the  locality  name. 

Eight  of  these  photographs  have  been  selected  for  reproduction  in 
this  report,  to  show  pupils  and  their  schools  approximately  every  decade 
from  the  late  1880s  to  the  early  1950s.  Some  readers  will  want  to 
identify  pupils  and  teachers.  Others  may  note  changes  in  the  dress  of 
the  pupils,  and  the  trend  to  mainly  women  teachers  in  the  twentieth 
century.  Two  photographs  illustrate  school  reunions,  in  1895  and  1948. 
We  chose  photos  representing  different  schools  and  showing  pupils  and 
the  schoolhouses  as  much  as  possible.  Other  illustrations  are  reproduced 
in  Bloomfield,  Waterloo  Township  through  two  centuries. 

Below  we  list  photographs  of  reproducible  quality,  collected  in  the 
Waterloo  Township  history  project.  With  an  asterisk  (*)  we  note  further 
sources  of  illustrations  for  particular  schools. 

SS  1,  Blair 

* Leggett  Collection  at  City  of  Cambridge  Archives 
SS  2,  Strasburg 

-cl913:  George  Berge  second  right  in  front  row,  with  his  brother 
Charlie  the  "dandy"  at  left  rear  (Marilyn  Berge) 

SS  3,  Plains 

-with  teacher  W.A  Acheson,  late  1890s  (Agnes  Reist) 

-outside  with  pupils  and  Miss  J.L.  Brydon,  5 Sept  1907  (Helen  Stover) 
-fall  fair,  1916/17  (Trusslers) 

-former  Plains  teacher  and  pupil:  Mrs  Woods  and  Maggie  Taylor  (Mrs 
Oscar  Tr ussier) 

-reunion,  5 July  5,  1952?  (Helena  Feasby  Women’s  Institute) 

* the  Helena  Feasby  Women’s  Institute’s  Tweedsmuir  history  also 
includes  many  other  views  of  classes  and  the  schoolhouse 
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SS  4,  Pine  Grove 

-Indenture  for  SS  4,  Waterloo  Township,  1848  (Glenn  Peister) 

-photos  of  staff  and  two  classes  in  1967-8  lent  by  Shirley  (Mrs  Harold) 
Ritter 

SS  5,  Centreville 
SS  5A,  Parkway 

-new  in  1923,  on  Ephraim  Weber’s  land  - Eldon  & Ion  Weber,  Gladys 
Coles  teacher  (aunt  of  Dorothy  Bailey  who  lent  picture) 

-1923,  similar  to  above,  but  with  closer  focus  on  pupils  rather  than  the 
new  schoolhouse.  Pupils  all  identified  by  Eldon  Weber  who  lent  the 
photograph  (with  a note  of  the  1984  reunion) 

SS  6,  Natchez 

-1953,  interior  and  exterior  (OWTUR  5023  11.10  KW  Record  collection) 

SS  7,  Williamsburg  - several  post  1920s 

-reunion,  1 July  1948  (Helena  Feasby  Women’s  Institute) 

* the  Helena  Feasby  Women’s  Institute  Tweedsmuir  history  also 
includes  many  other  views  of  classes  and  the  schoolhouse 

SS  8,  Elmdale  (Snider’s  Road) 

* see  50th  Elmdale  School  Anniversary  and  Elmdale  Tweedsmuir 
SS  9,  Rummelhardt 

* see  K.H.  Lamb’s  article  in  WHS1987  75:55-59 
SS  10,  Waterloo  village 

-1895,  Benjamin  Burkholder  and  surviving  ex-pupils  of  first  Waterloo 
log  schoolhouse  (WHS/KPL  Acc.P445,Box  3) 

SS  10,  Erbsvffle 

-1945  with  Marie  Seyler  teacher  (Marie  Seyler) 

* see  Schnarrs  from  Erbsville  and  Erbsville  Public  school  1859-1987 

SS  11,  Bridgeport  - cl900  on 

-c  19 10- 19 12  - but  probably  not  Louis  Roedding  as  principal  (Kraft- 
Quickfall  collection) 

-class  incl.  Albert  Hunsberger,  cl919/20  (Mildred  Pomeroy) 

* See  also  Bridgeport  Tweedsmuir 
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SS  12,  Bloomingdale 

-May  1917,  Edna  Bingeman’s  first  year  as  pupil  teacher  (Bessie  Horne) 
-1915  with  old  pre-1919  school,  erecting  flag  pole  1915  (Bessie  Horne) 
-interior  senior  room  1922,  Stan  Hodgins  principal  (Bessie  Horne) 
-1949,  school  fair  -OWTUR  1934  6.08  KW  Record  1951 
-singing  class  with  Miss  Snider  OWTUR  2301  KW  Record  collection 

* see  also  Bloomingdale  Tweedsmuir 

SS  13,  New  Germany  - cl900 
-cl890s?  (J.  Zinger) 

* see  also  resources  of  the  Historical  Society  of  St  Boniface  and 
Mary  hill 

SS  14,  Shantz  Station  - 1940s  and  1950s 

-1948,  with  teacher  Mrs  Vera  Hergott  (Betty  Lou  Robbins) 

-Grade  8 class  of  Mrs  Vera  Hergott,  Shantz  Station  school,  1948/9 
(Robbins) 

-1954  - with  grades  in  rows  (Betty  Lou  Robbins) 

SS  15,  Riverbank  - 1919  to  1950s 

-1919,  Teacher  Noreen  Noble  (Eben  Cressman) 

-1932,  Mrs  Harold  Clemens  principal,  Bessie  Horne  primary  teacher  (B. 
Horne) 

SS  16,  Kossuth 

-possibly  interior  view  cl910  of  classroom  connected  with  Moyer  family, 
but  might  also  be  in  Berlin  (Woolwich  Historical  Foundation) 

* Jubilee  Tweedsmuir  has  photos  of  classes  of  1925  and  1955,  and  of 
schoolhouse  in  1937 

SS  17,  Vance 

* Jubilee  Tweedsmuir  has  photos  of  pupils  with  teacher  Peter  Fischer 
and  his  bicycle,  in  a wagon  in  1916  bound  for  the  school  fair,  and  in 
1919  on  Arbour  Day. 

SS  18,  Lexington 

-1932,  24  pupils  and  teacher  (Kathy  Schwindt) 

-1965,  Sept  8:  Snyder,  Mrs  Florence  and  paddleboat  (OWTUR  KWR) 

* see  also  Lexington  Tweedsmuir;  History  of  Lexington  School; 
Lexington  School  Closing  Reunion  (June  1984)  has  1902  interior  view 


SS  19,  Clearview 

-cl900  building  - Kathryn  Lamb  postcard 
-cl900  (with  people,  Helen  Campbell 

* see  also  ms  History  of  Clearview  School  1829-1909 

SS  20,  Maple  Grove 

-1889  exterior  (Maple  Grove  Women’s  Institute) 

-1889?  interior  - before  rows  of  double  seats  (Maple  Grove  WI) 

-1918  - incl.  parents  and  visitors  (Edna  Bowman) 

-1908-1911  - teacher  Miss  A.L.  Moreland  (Edna  Bowman) 

-school  drill  in  competition  with  Breslau  in  early  1920s  (Edna  Bowman) 
-May  1922  (Edna  Bowman) 

-1950  (Eben  Cressman) 

USS  21,  Martin’s  - 1940s/1950s 

-1941,  with  teacher  Doris  Scott,  later  Miller  (Doris  Litwiller) 

-1953,  class  outside  new  building  with  teacher  Miss  Snyder  (per  Marie 
Seyler) 

-1953,  Martin’s  old  and  new  (OWTUR  4976  9.14  KW  Record  collection) 
USS  22,  English  Settlement 
SS  23,  Nine  Pines 

-1920,  old  building  (Helena  Feasby  Women’s  Institute) 

SS  24,  Breslau 

-1908-9  Mr  Coin  and  pupils,  watching  car  go  by  (Ada  Snyder  Rudy  per 
E.Bowman) 

-schoolhouse,  cl910  (Maple  Grove  WI) 

-1926,  pupils  against  schoolhouse  wall  and  2 teachers  (Mrs  Cressman) 
-primary  class  1932,  Bessie  Home  teacher  (per  Mary  Johnston) 

-1951,  opening  new  school  (OWTUR  2327  3.10  KW  Record  collection) 

SS  25,  Bearinger’s 

-1951,  Mary  Johnston  and  class 

-1951,  pupils  skating  on  Laurel  Lake  (Mary  Johnston) 

-1951,  Valentine  party,  February  1951  (Mary  Johnston) 

USS  26,  Hespeler 

* see  Hespeler  Tweedsmuir  and  Brewster  Collection  at  City  of 
Cambridge  Archives 
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SS  27,  Doon 

-1921,  pupils  and  two  teachers  by  road  in  front  of  school  (Grace  Petch) 
-Bonnie  Doon  School  1927,  teacher  Priscilla  Burtsch  (Mary  Johnston) 

* see  also  Grand  River  Tweedsmuir  for  photos  from  1950s;  1907  photo 
in  WHS1957  45:46 

USS  28,  Victoria 

-1946-7  group  (Grace  Shoemaker) 

* See  also  Bloomingdale  Tweedsmuir 

SS  29,  Mackenzie  King 

* see  History  of  Mackenzie  King  School 

SS  30,  Parkway  (see  SS  5A,  above) 

SS  31,  Sunnyside 

* see  Bonnie  Dietz,  Sunnyside  School  (1992) 


-Bloomingdale:  interior  of  senior  room  in  1922  when  Stan  Hodgins  was 
principal  (Bessie  Horne) 


-1953,  interior  of  Natchez  classroom  (Special  Collections,  University  of 
Waterloo  Library,  K-W  Record  Negative  Collection) 
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•Pupils  of  the  First  School 

(Built,  1820— Vacated,  October,  1842.) 


Waterloo. 


1.  George  Elbert. 

2.  Isaac  Hoffman. 

3.  George  11.  Baumann. 

4.  Wendell  Baumann. 

5.  Abraham  Sherk. 


6. 

Simon  Beatty. 

11. 

Mrs.  Abram  Erb. 

16. 

Isaac  Devitt. 

21.  Richard  Quickfall. 

7. 

Joel  Good. 

12. 

Mrs. Richard  McMahon. 

17. 

John  0.  Bricker. 

22,  Amos  Weaver. 

8. 

Henry  Stauffer. 

13. 

David  B.  Eby. 

18. 

Mrs.  Dun’l  Burkholder. 

23.  John  Devitt. 

u. 

Jacob  Bricker. 

14. 

Benjamin  Burkholder. 

19. 

Robert  Barkwell. 

21.  John  Longman. 

10. 

Israel  D.  Bowman. 

15. 

Jacob  Ratz. 

20. 

Thomas  Quickfall. 

25.  Benjamin  Devitt. 

PHOTWBHsherk  'art?95'  BV  1 School  reunions  attest  to  the  influence  of  schools  in  their  communities.  Perhaps  the 
Waterloo  - Ontario  earliest  such  event  in  the  township  was  the  1895  gathering  of  former  pupils  of  the  log  (r  // ,/l /( , 

schoolhouse  provided  and  endowed  by  Abraham  Erb  for  the  small  community  around 
his  mills  in  the  village  of  WATERLOO.  Jonathan  Guth  (Good)  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  first  teacher.  When  a new  stone  schoolhouse  was  opened  in  1842,  the  log  building 
was  moved  to  Greenbush,  between  Berlin  and  Waterloo;  in  1894  it  was  moved  to 
Waterloo  Park.  Benjamin  Burkholder  (holding  pointer)  was  the  last  teacher  in  the  log 
cabin  and  the  first  in  the  stone  school  at  Waterloo;  during  his  lifelong  teaching  career, 
he  taught  in  11  schools  of  Waterloo  Township.  [Credit:  Waterloo  Historical  Society] 


1 


2 By  1889,  the  stone  schoolhouse  of  SS  20  (MAPLE  GROVE)  consisted  of  the  original 
1850  structure  with  a wing  added  by  the  bigger  boys  in  1875.  Inspector  Pearce  praised 
the  "very  superior  accommodation.. .not  surpassed  by  any  other  rural  section  in  Waterloo 
County  and  remarked  on  the  "very  marked  progress...in  scholarship.  [Credit  Maple 
Grove  Women’s  Institute] 


•m m. 


3 Pupils  at  PLAINS  (SS  3)  with  their  teacher,  Vf.  Acheson,  in  the  later  1890s.  The 
brick  schoolhouse  was  built  in  1872  to  replace  the  original  log  school  of  1842.  The  belfry 
was  added  in  1890-2.  [ Credit : Agnes  Reist] 


4 St  Boniface  at  NEW  GERMANY  (SS  13),  was  the  township’s  largest  and,  from 
1883,  its  only  Separate  school.  The  original  log  school  of  1832/4  and  its  1852 
replacement  in  brick  were  on  the  opposite  (east)  side  of  the  road  from  the  four-room 
schoolhouse,  built  in  white  brick  in  1898,  pictured  here.  [Credit:  Joseph  A Zinger] 


5 The  BRESLAU  school  (SS  24),  in  1908-9.  The  frame  schoolhouse,  located  on  this 
site  in  1866,  was  bricked  over  and  another  room  added  in  the  1880s.  When  this  photo 
was  taken,  Breslau  had  only  one  teacher,  a Mr  Coin ; surnames  of  his  pupils  included 
Mader,  Thaler,  CLemmer,  Dedels,  Reinhart,  Frey,  Schiedel,  Homeyer,  Bingeman,  James, 
Snyder,  and  Wagner.  Ada  Snyder  (Rudy)  who  gave  this  photo  recalled  that  the  pupils 
who  turned  their  eyes  to  the  right  were  watching  one  of  the  first  cars  in  the  district  go 
by.  [Credit:  Ada  Snyder  Rudy  per  Edna  Bowman] 


6 NINE  PINES  (SS  23),  seen  here  in  1920,  was  one  of  the  last  frame  schoolhouses 
in  use  in  the  township.  This  structure  was  built  in  cl870  to  replace  a smaller  frame 
schoolhouse  of  cl850,  and  was  succeeded  by  a new  brick  building  in  1927.  [Credit: 
Helena  Feasby  Grove  Women’s  Institute] 


I 
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7 RTVERBANK  school  (SS  15)  in  1932,  with  Mrs  Harold  Clemens,  principal,  and 
Bessie  Horne,  primary  teacher.  The  stone  schoolhouse  dates  from  the  early  1870s, 
succeeding  the  original  log  structure  of  cl832  and  a frame  building  which  served  only 
a few  years  in  the  1860s.  In  1929,  the  school  was  remodelled  into  two  smaller 
classrooms  and  a basement  was  excavated.  [ Credit : Bessie  Home] 


8 SHANTZ  STATION  (SS  14)  pupils  in  1948  with  their  teacher  Mrs  Vera  Hergott, 
who  taught  here  first  as  Miss  Sullivan  in  the  early  1920s  and  returned  in  the  1930s 
after  being  widowed.  The  stone  schoolhouse  was  built  in  1894  to  replace  a frame 
structure  of  1869.  The  pupils  surnames  include  Fay,  Doerbecker,  Eby,  Hamach,  Hergott, 
Hicknell,  Isley,  Spitzer,  Wagner  and  Wood.  [Credit:  Betty  Lou  (Eby)  Robbins] 


9 Miss  Snyder  with  her  pupils  in  1953  outside  the  new  MARTIN’S  school  (Union  SS 
21)  opposite  the  meetinghouse  on  the  northern  township  line.  The  modem,  two-roomed 
structure  replaced  a one-room,  brick  schoolhouse  built  in  1872.  [ Credit : Marie  Snyder] 


10  WILLIAMSBURG  school  (SS  7)  was  the  focus  of  its  community,  past  pupils 
returning  for  reunions  like  this  one  on  Dominion  Day  1948.  Another  reunion,  for 
Williamsburg  and  Plains  pupils  25  years  after  the  schools  were  closed,  was  organized 
in  August  1990  by  Agnes  and  George  Reist.  Williamsburg’s  fieldstone  schoolhouse  was 
built  in  1865,  with  a second  room  added  in  the  1870.  [Credit:  Helena  Feasby  Grove 
Women’s  Institute] 
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WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOLS  - SUMMARY 


SS 

Name 

Open 

2nd  ; 

SH 

3rd  ! 

SH 

4th 

SH 

Area  Board 

Closed 

Comments 

1 

Blair 

1802 

log 

1850 

stone 

1873 

brick* 

1959 

brick 

3 

1946-19531966 

1850  SH  exchanged  in  1873  for  Baptist  church 

2 

Strasburg 

1842 

log 

1848 

log 

1870 

brick 

1964 

SH  burned  down  in  fire-fighting  exercise  1965 

3 

Plains 

1842 

log 

1872 

brick 

3 

1946-19531966 

Area  4 with  Williamsburg  1964 

4 

Pine  Grove 

1809 

log 

1855 

frame 

1889 

brick 

1954 

modern 

1 

1944- 

1979 

5 

Centreville 

1808 

log 

1855 

frame 

1953 

brick 

** 

Howard  Robertson  School  to  Kitchener,  1958 

6 

Natchez 

1842 

log 

1861 

brick? 1925 

brick 

1 

1963 

1963 

SS29  separated  1925;  1963  joined  Area  1 

7 

Williamsburg 

1842 

log 

1865 

stone 

3 

1946-1953 1966 

Area  4 with  Plains  1964 

8 

Elmdale 

1844 

frame 

1862 

stone? 1907 

brick 

2 

1946- 

1965 

Registers  only  to  1963 

9 

Rummelhardt 

1844 

frame 

1867 

stone 

2 

1946- 

1965 

Later  K-W  Bilingual  School 

10 

Erbsville 

1859 

log? 

1873 

brick 

1959 

modern 

2 

1946- 

1987 

Later  Erbsville  Outdoor  Education  Centre 

11 

Bridgeport 

1845 

brick 

1879 

brick 

1950 

modern 

Ait- 

Union  section  from  1951  to  1966 

12 

Bloomingdale 

1826 

log 

1842 

frame 

1862 

brick 

1919 

brick 

1 

1946- 

1983 

First  Snyder  MH;  later  Koinonia  school 

13 

Maryhill 

1832 

log 

1855 

brick 

1898 

brick 

* * 

1964-RCSS  Waterloo,  Woolwich  and  Guelph  Tps 

14 

Shantz  Station 

1843 

log 

1853 

log 

1894 

stone 

1 

1944- 

1965 

Special  Ed.  classes  1965-8 

15 

Riverbank 

1832 

log 

1865 

frame 

cl870  stone 

1 

1944- 

1961 

Adapted  as  Waterloo  County  Library  HQ  1965 

16 

Kossuth 

1844 

log 

1855?frame 

1893 

stone 

1 

1944- 

1961 

Area  3 with  Vance,  but  sold  for  Hungarian  Club 

17 

Vance 

1859 

log 

1895 

stone 

1 

1944-1962 1965 

Area  3 with  Kossuth 

18 

Lexington 

1850 

log 

1892 

brick 

1955 

modern 

2 

1946- 

1984 

Reopened  with  additions  1993 

19 

Clearview 

1829 

log 

1848 

log 

1874 

brick 

1 

1944- 

1965 

1848  on  new  site;  Annexed  to  Galt  1960 

20 

Maple  Grove 

1848 

log 

1850 

stone 

1 

1944- 

1989 

Additions  1875,  1953,  1956,  1962 

21 

Martin ' s-Union 

1850 

frame 

1872 

brick 

1952 

modern 

2 

1946- 

1972 

Union  with  part  Woolwich  Tp;  TMR  school  1972 

22 

English  Settlement 

1847 

log 

1879 

brick 

3 

1946-19531966 

Union  with  part  N Dumfries 

23 

Nine  Pines 

1850 

frame 

1870 

frame 

1927 

brick 

3 

1946-1950 1966 

Broke  away  from  Area  3 to  be  SS  23A,  1950 

24 

Breslau 

1847 

log 

1866 

frame 

1950 

modern 

1 

1944- 

* + 

Additions  1960,  1965,  1969 

25 

Bearinger's 

1852 

log 

1859 

brick 

1908 

brick 

2 

1946- 

1963 

26 

Hespeler 

1845 

log 

1855 

stone 

1883 

stone 

1959 

modern 

** 

Union  SS  agreement  1864 

27 

Doon 

1878 

brick 

1956 

modern 

3 

1946-1953 

Additions  1958,  1960,  1965,  1983 

28 

Victoria 

1896 

brick 

1963 

Union;  Sold  Bridgeport  Rod  and  Gun  Club  1964 

29 

Mackenzie  King 

1925 

brick 

1954 

brick 

★ ★ 

Moved  from  Frederick  St  to  Natchez  Rd  1954-5 

30 

Parkway 

1923 

brick 

1940 

brick 

1957 

Annexed  to  Kitchener,  Jan.  1958.  New  school  1976? 

31 

Sunnyside 

1941 

brick 

** 

Annexed  Kitchener  1952;  later  expansions 

Notes: 

1.  Includes  only  schools  serving  township  after  incorporation  of  Preston,  Berlin 
and  Waterloo  in  1850s;  Hespeler  and  Bridgeport  are  included  as  they  operated 
in  union  school  sections  with  parts  of  the  township-Hespeler  in  USS  26,  and 
Bridgeport  as  USS  11. 

2.  SS  - School  Section;  SH  - schoolhouse;  MH  - meetinghouse 

3.  Locality  Name  - by  1950;  some  earlier  variants:  Blair  was  Carlisle  to  1858; 
Elm  dale  was  Oberholtzer’s  or  Snider’s  Road;  New  Germany  was  Maryhill  to 
1941;  Kossuth  formerly  Reist’s;  Vance  formerly  Crossin’s. 

4.  Opened  - first  documented  date  with  material  of  schoolhouse  (SH)  if  known. 

5.  2nd  and  subsequent  school  buildings  - date  and  material  if  known. 

6.  Area  Board  after  1943  - Numbers  1-4  with  dates. 

7.  Closed  - date  closed  as  regular  public/separate  school;  **  still  open  1995  as 
regular  school. 

8.  Comments  - additional  information  about  Union,  later  building  additions, 
later  uses  after  closing. 
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PROFILES  OF  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOLS 

BEARINGER’S  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  25,  Bearinger’s 

Opened  1852? 

Closed  1963 

Milestones:  Defined  in  1854  by-law  and 
mentioned  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* First  classes  were  held  in  the  farm  home  of 
Joseph  Bauman,  the  first  teacher,  half  a mile 
north  of  the  present  school.  Classes  were 
held  in  the  winter  only. 

* Second  school-across  the  road  from  Joseph 
Bauman’s  farm,  a small  cottage-roofed 
building,  with  Joseph  Weber  as  the  first 
teacher 

* 1859-third  school  built  on  present  site,  of 
brick  with  log  benches  for  seats. 

* 1861-section  consisted  of  GCT  lots  25,  26, 

27,  30,  E 3/4  of  29,  W half  of  10  and  11,  parts 
of  12  and  7. 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report.  (Note  he  calls 
Bearinger’s  #24)  "Poor  accommodation.  Ceiling 
too  low.  Desks  long  and  inconvenient.  School  in 
a very  backward  condition,  caused  chiefly  by 
cheap  incompetent  teachers." 

* 1878-included  in  Pearce’s  list  of  five 
schools  giving  school  instruction  in  German 
(others  are  SSs  7,  9,  13,  18).  Seven  schools 
in  all  at  any  time  between  1873  and  1881. 
Lexington,  New  Germany  and  Bearinger’s  the 
only  schools  with  German  reported  in  all 
eight  years  by  Pearce/McKegney. 

* 1889-Copps  Heater  placed  by  C.E.  Moyer  in 
the  school,  payment  conditional  to  the 
trustees  satisfaction  with  it- (minutes) 

* 1908-present  school  built  of  brick,  30  feet 
by  48  feet,  with  a hot  air  furnace.  Bylaw  947 
allowed  for  $1,600.  First  teacher  in  new 
school,  John  Thomas,  taught  a total  of  33 
years  in  this  school  section.  There  are 
photos  of  this  school  in  the  Lexington 
Tweedsmuir. 


* 1931  and  32-agriculture  added  to  the 
curriculum. 

* 1938-voted  that  the  teaching  of  music  be 
given  one  year’s  trial. 

* 1939-Royal  visit  - voted  that  flagpole 
should  be  erected  (minutes). 

* 1943-proposed  that  the  school  grounds  be 
improved  and  a lawn  mower  be  bought. 

* 1944-installation  of  hydro  approved. 

* 1950-1952-Mary  Johnston  began  her  teaching 
career  here.  Photo  of  teacher  and  pupils  in 
1951  reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995),  p.339 

* 1955-"The  land  hereabouts  should  be 
preserved  for  agriculture.  If  urban 
development  can  be  discouraged  the  school 
will  suffice"  (KWR  summary  of  planning 
report). 

* The  school  was  later  adapted  for  apartments 
- photo  caption  at  Doon  Heritage  Crossroads. 

Note:  The  minutes  generally  include  merely 
the  names  of  the  trustees,  auditors, 
caretakers  and  the  winning  tender  for 
delivery  of  wood-the  teacher  is  mentioned  in 
the  detailed  accounts  of  expenses. 

Sources:  Lexington  Tweedsmuir;  OKITW  minutes 
from  1874-1944,  part  of  the  Journal  of  School 
Board;  only  WHS  refs  are  to  Wilson  A. 
Hunsberger’s  teaching  before  the  Second  World 
War  (1982:  4-5)  and  Mary  Johnston’s  service 
in  the  early  1950s  (1988:  4-5). 
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BLAIR  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  1,  Blah- 
Opened;  1802 
Closed;  1966 

Location;  "On  a site  that  is  now  part  of  the 
village  of  Blair,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
highway,  at  the  former  George  Tilt  residence 
presently  called  Lambtann  Haven  Rest  Home" 
(WHS  1959  47:4),  on  the  Galt-Blair  road 

* Later  school  moved  to  the  1941  residence  of 
Amos  Reeves. 

* Exchanged  buildings  with  the  Baptist 
congregation  for  the  present  site,  the 
Baptists  using  the  Reeves  residence 

* 3 acres  of  Preston  Graham’s  farmland  for 
new  school  in  1961  (Leggett  map,  land  behind 
houses  #s  43,44) 

Milestones;  1802:  opened  as  a log 
schoolhouse  on  the  property  of  John  Bricker, 

Mr  Rittenhouse  being  the  first  teacher.  There 
are  no  remains  of  this  school  left  (see 
Leggett  map,  house  #10).  Reputed  to  be  the 
first  schoolhouse  in  any  inland  county  of 
Ontario  (WHS  1959  47:4);  according  to 
Leggett,  the  school  became  a "free"  school 
soon  after  it  opened. 

* In  1843,  Benjamin  B.  Bowman  sold  17 
perches  of  land  with  the  school  house  on  it  to  a 
group  of  school  trustees  including  Hugh  R. 
Folsom,  Joseph  Erb,  George  Clemens,  Jacob 
Lutz,  Elias  Bowman,  Henry  Snyder  and  Elias 
Snyder.  In  1843  the  school  became  SS  1.  The 
teacher  of  1843  is  not  recorded,  but  William 
Tilt,  later  township  clerk,  was  teacher  for 

1844  (he  may  have  had  as  many  as  81  pupils). 

* 1847-1850  - Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  here 
- 7 months  in  1847,  3 in  1848,  7 in  1849,  3 

in  1850. 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* Old  school  sold  July  1850  (WTC  minutes  19 
January  1850). 

* About  1850,  a new  stone  school  built  on  a 
different  piece  of  Bowman’s  property,  (see 


house  #39  on  Leggett  map)  and  the  old  school 
property  was  sold  to  William  Tilt.  Name  of 
Carlisle  used  in  1856. 

* Early  trustees  included  Thomas  Slee,  farmer 
of  Doon;  Moses  Eschelman  on  farm  later  owned 
by  Ira  Good;  Samuel  Bowman  of  sawmill  and 
grist  mill;  John  Sipes;  Jack  Renshaw  Blair 
station  agent  and  postmaster;  Hugh  Thomson 
Blair  grocery  store;  George  Tilt.  Kinzie 
remarks  on  Lockout  Day.  Children  would  nail 
windows  shut  so  teacher  could  not  get  in;  one 
year  they  burnt  chairs  and  destroyed  teaching 
materials  (Doon-Blair  Tweedsmuir).  Farmers 
had  to  pay  school  rates  in  kind  such  as 
sheepskins,  hides,  cordwood  etc. 

* In  January  1873  the  school  property  was 
sold  to  three  Christadelphians,  William  Tilt, 
John  Tilt,  and  Joshua  Peddar,  and  the  school 
board  bought  the  Christadelphian  church,  a 
brick  building  originally  erected  in  1853  as 

a Baptist  chapel,  for  $600  (see  Leggett  map, 
building  #8)  as  the  church  was  too  big  for 
the  Christadelphian  congregation  and  the 
school  was  always  full.  Adjacent  land  was 
bought  from  David  Foot  in  1872  to  provide  a 
play  ground  area.  Bylaw  312  allowed  $572  for 
purchase  and  repair. 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  "A  good  school,  in 
every  way  a credit  to  the  Section;  1875-"Fair 
progress;  attendance  scarcely  equal  to  former 
years." 

* According  to  Harry  Kinzie  in  Doon-Blair 
Tweedsmuir,  Blair  School  also  served  Doon 
area  to  1877.  Township  Bylaw  400  (1877) 
detached  lands  of  named  farmers  from  SSI  to 
form  new  SS27,  Doon:  Beck,  Frederick;  Unger, 
Benjamin;  Detweiler,  Joseph;  Graham,  William; 
Tilt,  John;  Morrison,  James;  Orr,  George; 
Henheffer,  Joseph;  Allan,  William;  Wildfong, 
Michael;  Drake,  Henry  L.;  Thoms,  William; 
Detweiler,  Abel;  McGarvey,  William;  Roos, 

Isaac;  Weaver,  William;  Clark,  Widow;  Peddar, 
Joshua;  Slee,  Thomas;  Fiersan,  Joseph; 


Detweiler,  Jacob  Z.;  Schofield,  James; 

Marshall,  William;  Hope,  William;  Jamieson, 
Davy;  Jones,  Jesse;  McFee,  Jonathon;  Shantz, 
Aaron;  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Station. 
Also  from  SS2:  Beck,  Frederick;  Weber, 

William;  Card,  James;  Morrison,  James;  Baer, 
John;  Kreason,  Charles;  Kinsey,  Jacob; 

Bullock,  George;  Cole,  David;  Watson,  Mrs; 
Lambke,  C.E.;  Perine,  J.S.;  Perine,  M.B.; 

Kinzie,  Joseph;  Burkholder,  Benjamin; 

Bullock,  Frederick;  Tilt,  John;  Simpson, 

James. 

* In  the  1920s  the  old  building  got  a 
facelift,  instead  of  the  construction  of  a 

new  school.  A basement  with  chemical  toilets 
was  built,  a central  heating  system 
installed,  a well  dug  (before  water  had  been 
carried  from  neighbouring  houses),  and  the 
brick  building  stuccoed.  When  the  renovations 
were  completed  in  1928,  the  event  was 
commemorated  in  a poem  by  Jessie  Beattie 
titled  "The  old  school  made  new"  and  she  read 
it  at  the  opening  (see  page  150  of  "A  winter 
night"). 

* In  1937  the  one  large  room  was  divided  into 
a junior  room  with  the  first  4 classes,  and  a 
senior  room  with  the  last  4,  the  Senior 
teacher  also  being  the  principal. 

* 1948-  cement  addition  built  to  house  a 
teachers  room  and  two  modern  washrooms. 

* 1958-Decision  to  build  a new  school  on 
three  acres  of  Preston  Graham’s  land  (see 
map,  land  behind  houses  43,44)  and  at  the  end 
of  1959  school  trustees  Ralph  Shantz,  George 
Johannes,  and  James  Fairfield  sold  the  old 
school  site  to  the  Blair  Evangelical  Baptists 

for  a chapel,  which  was  dedicated  in  1960 
(WHS  1960  48:33).  The  old  school  was  closed 
at  the  end  of  the  1958-59  school  year. 

* 1966-"A  respected  teacher  for  many  years 
was  Mrs.  Annie  A.  Snyder,  who  resigned  in 
1966  when  the  larger  Waterloo  Region  school 
administration  was  planned.  The  modem  school 
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was  then  used  as  a Board  office  until 
administration  was  transferred  to  Kitchener" 
(Preston  Tweedsmuir). 

* After  having  been  closed  for  three  years, 
in  1976?,  the  school  was  converted  to  the 
Blair  Outdoor  Education  Centre. 

Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
has  minutes,  1940-1945  and  1953-1964,  and 
cash  books  1955-1964.  Bob  Leggett’s  history 
of  Blair  is  based  on  land  deeds,  lists  names 
of  some  of  the  teachers  of  Blair  school  from 
1802-1963,  and  includes  a class  list  from 
1954-55;  Preston  Tweedsmuir;  Doon-Blair 
Tweedsmuir 
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BLOOMINGDALE  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  12,  Bloomingdale 
Opened;  cl826 
Closed;  1983 

Location;  1st  school  on  WT6  at  the  comer  of 
Woolwich  Road  (County  Road  #13)  and 
Mary  hill 

Road  (County  Road  #25) 

* 2nd  and  3rd  schools  on  the  north  side  of 
Guelph  Street  and  on  the  east  side  of 
Woolwich  Road,  next  to  the  former  grounds. 

Milestones:  1826-Mennonite  Meetinghouse  was 
built  and  was  also  used  by  a school  for  boys 
only  during  the  winter  months. 

* 1833-Benjamin  Burkholder  opened  his  first 
class  in  the  Mennonite  meeting  house  (KWR  24 
June  1983)-not  claimed  in  Burkholder’s  own 
resume,  however. 

* Canada  Museum  of  27  Aug  1835  notes  that 
singing  school  under  the  leadership  of  Mr 
Jacob  S.  Schumacher  will  meet  at  Schneider’s 
Schoolhouse  on  the  east  side  of  the  river 
(translated). 

* 1842-frame  school,  26  feet  by  28  feet.  A 
bam  was  needed  to  house  the  horses  because 
the  children  came  from  considerable 
distances.  Pennsylvania  Dutch  was  spoken 
exclusively  in  the  homes,  so  it  must  have 
been  a shock  to  go  to  school  and  speak 
English. 

* 1845-47:  Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  7 
months  in  1845,  10  in  1846,  and  3 in  1847. 

* 1850-accommodations  rated  2nd  class  by 
local  superintendent  Alexander  Allan. 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852.  Name 
of  Bloomingdale  used  in  1856.  1861  census 
says  held  100  and  cost  $200. 

* 1862-2nd  school  built  of  white  brick  to 
relieve  overcrowded  condition,  across  the 
road  from  the  frame  school. 

* 1866-Report  of  Isaac  L.  Bowman,  Local 
School  Superintendent,  contained  in  a 
visitors’  Book:  Dec. 12,  1866:  "Visited  Mr. 


Simon  P.  Bowman’s  school.  Found  the  school  in 
a good  state  of  progress.  It  is  manifestly  Mr 
Bowman’s  endeavor  to  teach  the  various 
branches  in  such  a manner  as  to  be  of 
practical  utility  to  his  pupil  and  its  effect 
is  plainly  noticeable  in  the  school." 

* 1873-103  pupils  and  one  teacher( 

Tweedsmuir) 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  Too  many  pupils  for 
one  teacher;  1875-"This  school  made  excellent 
progress,  especially  during  the  first  half 
year." 

* 1879-  Tweedsmuir  history  preserves  art  work 
by  Donald  Bemis,  showing  a disappointed 
commercial  traveller 

* 1883-partition  built  to  divide  the  room 

* 1889-first  Arbor  Day  at  Bloomingdale 

* 1895,  Feb-the  school  caught  fire  twice  in 
the  same  week  while  the  teacher  was  trying  to 
get  the  furnace  hot  enough  to  warm  the  place. 

* 1904-nature  study  added 

* 1919-third  red  brick  school  built  with  two 
rooms,  full  basement  and  teachers’  room 

* 1934-manual  training  begun 

* 1941-electric  lights  installed 

* 1946-joined  School  Area  #1 

* 1950-free  dental  examination  given  to  each 
child  courtesy  of  the  Waterloo  Township  Board 
of  Health 

* 1955-"If  the  land  around  this  area-some  of 
the  best  for  agriculture  in  the  township-is 
held  as  farm  land,  the  existing  two-room 
school  should  be  adequate.  It  is  expected, 
however,  the  village  will  grow  and  more  homes 
will  be  erected  along  the  Grand  River"  (KWR 
summary  of  planning  report) 

* 1962-two  additional  rooms  added  to  the 
school 

* 1963,  Sept-4th  room  opened; 

* 1965-Bloomingdale  became  a junior  school 
and  grades  7 and  8 went  to  Breslau,  and 
kindergarten  was  offered  in  Breslau  for 
parents  who  took  their  children. 


* 1979-the  school  had  a capacity  of  113 
students,  but  in  Sept.  1978  it  had  an 
enrolment  of  86.  In  Sept  1979  the  figure  was 
projected  to  drop  to  80 

* 1983-school  closed  with  57  students,  but  it 
was  projected  that  the  pupils  would  have 
dwindled  to  40  within  2 years.  There  was 
strong  opposition  to  putting  3 grades  in  one 
classroom.  It  closed  with  a reunion  for  which 
400  invitations  were  sent  out,  and  a 
strawberry  social.  Students  were  sent  to 
Winterbourne, Conestogo  or  Breslau  public 
schools.  "Bloomingdale  is  the  6th  school  to 
close  since  the  county  education  system  was 
formed  in  1969."  KWR  25  Feb  1983 

* 1986-despite  opposition,  the  Koinonia 
Christian  Fellowship  church  bought  the 
school. 

Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
holds  minutes  (1920-1943)  and  visitors’  book 
(1866  to  1923)  Bloomingdale  Tweedsmuir 
history  is  outstanding,  having  individual 
photographs  of  teachers,  samples  of  student 
work  through  the  years  including  copy  books 
("Money,  like  manure,  does  no  good  till  it  is 
spread");  inspection  reports  from  the  1860s 
on,  school  events,  fairs  Johnston’s  Trail  of 
the  slate  has  photo  of  1917  junior  class  with 
Miss  Edna  Dickson  (p.49);  WHS  vf  KW  schools, 
RMW;  WHS  vf  Bloomingdale  school; 
Bloomingdale  Tweedsmuir;  vf  Bloomingdale 
Public  School;  KWR  June  24  1983  says  that 
Carl  Dahmer  was  once  principal  of  the  school 
and  "during  the  11  years  he  taught  there,  filled 
5 scrapbooks  with  clippings  and  pictures  of 
community  events  centring  on  the  schools." 
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BRESLAU  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  24,  Breslau 
Opened  1847  (defined  in  Wellington  District 
bylaw) 

Location:  First,  on  west  side  of  Grand  River 
on  farm  later  owned  by  Oliver  Kolb,  then  by 
Shantz,  then  Bickle  (later  Forwell  gravel 
pit).  A bridge  was  built  across  the  ford  for 
the  children  and  when  the  railway  bridge  was 
constructed,  it  was  built  with  a narrow 
walkway,  guarded  by  a rail  on  either  side  of 
the  track  for  the  use  of  the  school  children. 

A sort  of  pit  or  manhole  in  the  middle  of  the 
bridge  provided  a way  of  escape  if  a train 
came. 

* From  1866,  on  east  side  up  hill  from 
Breslau  mill,  Woolwich  St,  on  Henry  Worm’s 
property 

* From  1950,  between  Preston  and  Erb  St  on 
Cyrus  Erb’s  property;  for  all  three 
locations,  see  the  map  on  pp.32-33  in  WHS69 

Milestones:  First  defined  in  Wellington 
District  bylaw  of  Feb.  1847,  Lots  114,  121, 

122  and  123  from  SS6  to  form  new  SS26  - 
mainly  on  W side  of  Grand  River 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852;  in 
1861  census  a stone  SH  on  corner  of  A.C. 
Clemmer  lot,  held  40  and  cost  $300. 

* Defined  in  1854  as  #24;  considerable  change 
in  1866  (owing  to  lack  of  bridge  over  Grand); 
thereafter  entirely  on  E side,  with  lots 

taken  from  SS11,  SS13,  SS14  and  SS15;  area  on 
W side  annexed  to  SS6  (Natchez) 

* 1866-one  room  frame  building  on  Woolwich  St 
site 

* 1875-Pearce’s  report:"The  trustees,  with 
the  assistance  of  an  energetic  teacher, 
succeeded  in  raising  the  average  attendance 
at  this  school  for  the  last  half  year  to  a 
very  high  percentage  of  the  whole  number  of 
children  in  this  section.  In  other  respects 
also  the  school  is  in  a satisfactory  manner." 

* 1880s-frame  building  bricked  over  and  a 


wing  added 

* cl902-reverted  to  a one-room  unit 

* 1911-both  rooms  used 

* 1927-third  room  opened  in  the  Mennonite 
Brethren  in  Christ  Church  due  to  increased 
enrolment 

* 1950,  Oct  7-contract  for  the  new  Breslau 
school  awarded  to  Wunder  Construction  Co.  of 
Kitchener.  It  was  to  have  3 classrooms  and  a 
playroom,  article  from  KPL  vf  Breslau.  Old 
school  building  used  as  a shirt  factory 
(employing  35  women).  Phot  of  school  opening 
reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995),  p.341 

* 1955-"A  new  three-room  school  is  in 
operation  but  due  to  expected  development 
around  Breslau  another  room  may  be  needed  in 
three  or  four  years,  even  though  no  pupils 
from  Shantz  Station  are  being  transported 
here  this  year.  New  residences  should  be 
confined  to  Breslau  and  prohibited  in  the 
adjacent  agricultural  land"  (KWR  summary  of 
planning  report) 

* 1960-one-room  addition  instead  of  two  asked 
for  by  a group  of  ratepayers  (KWR  caption 
from  article  20  May  1960) 

* 1965-addition  of  four  classrooms,  one  with 
library  facilities,  providing  special 
facilities  for  teaching  science  and  art  (June 
1965  newsletter  in  KPL  vf  Schools,  Regional 
Municipality  of  Waterloo) 

* 1969-the  school  had  expanded  to  15 
classrooms,  double  gymnasium,  principal’s 
office,  nurses’s  office  and  teachers’  room. 

French  and  music  were  taught  (WHS  1969 
57:39) 

Sources:  Preston  Tweedsmuir;  WHS  1969 
57:38-39;  KPL  vf  Breslau;  Breslau  Historical 
Review 
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BRIDGEPORT  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  11,  Bridgeport 
Bridgeport  Public  School  and  Waterloo 
Township  USS  11 
Opened;  1845 

Location;  In  1845,  on  GCT59  on  the  road 
leading  from  Glasgow  Mills  to  Woolwich  and 
Peter  Erb’s,  in  the  NE  and  NW  angle  of  the 
two  roads  (Bridge  and  Woolwich  Streets) 
purchased  from  Jacob  S.  and  Elizabeth 
Shoemaker  in  1843. 

* In  1879,  across  the  road,  diagonally 
opposite  the  first  school  later  bought  by  the 
Evangelicals 

Milestones:  1835-Canada  Museum  of  27  August 
notes  that  a singing  school  under  the 
leadership  of  Jacob  S.  Schumacher  will  meet 
at  Schneider’s  Schoolhouse  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  so  Glasgow  Mills  then  served 
from  locality  that  became  Bloomingdale? 

* 1843-site  for  school  bought,  comprising  80 
perches  (2,420  square  yards).  School 
commissioners  who  signed  the  deed  were 
George  Clemens,  Joseph  Erb,  Jacob  Lutz,  Hugh 
R.  Folsom,  Elias  Bowman,  and  Elias  Snider. 

* 1845-brick  school  built,  according  to 
evidence  found  by  Kathryn  Lamb  in  annual 
reports  of  local  superintendents  (AO).  A 
different  tradition  of  a log  school  is 
reported  by  Idessa  Zimmerman. 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* Early  teachers  from  1852  to  1870  were 
Donald  McKay,  Leander  Brown,  William  Smith, 
John  Wanless,  G.B.  Bowman,  J.B.  Bowman, 
Robert  F.  Cowan,  J.  George  Wilson,  J.J. 
Mulherron,  Robert  Buchan,  Richard  Harold. 
Kathryn  Lamb’s  article  contains  considerable 
detail  on  numbers  of  pupils,  salaries  etc  to 
about  1870. 

* 1850-disagreement  between  trustees  and 
ratepayers  regarding  taxes  to  support  the 
school.  Waterloo  Township  Council  voted  to 
assess  the  section  30  pounds  to  pay  the 


teacher 

* 1852-first  teacher  whose  name  is  known  was 
paid  17  pounds,  Donald  McKay 

* 1853-the  school  described  as  "partly  free" 
with  144  children  registered  but  only  49 
attending  during  the  summer 

* Slim  volume  from  1853-1872  at  WatCBE  has 
accounts  and  some  contracts  with  teachers, 
e.g.  with  Robert  Fairford  Cowan  in  1862; 

James  Alderson  and  John  Kraft  were  treasurers 
in  this  early  period. 

* 1862  census:  section  comprised  GCT  lots  5, 

6,  60,  59,  N half  of  4 and  58,  124A,  125S, 

112,  113,  W half  of  71  and  W half  of  HGT. 

* 1867-the  teachers  were  Mr  Mulkerson  and 
Miss  Dobbin;  Sunday  School  library  reported 

* 1869-Isaac  Bowman  reported  2 Sunday 
Schools 

with  150  pupils  and  13  teachers  in  the 
schoolhouse  (WHS1979  67:55) 

* 1874-following  School  Law  Improvement  Act 
in  1871,  Bridgeport  school  enlarged  its  site, 
trustees  purchasing  one  rood  and  9 perches  of 
land  from  Clarissa  and  R.S.  Alderson  (WHS  1979 
67:54) 

* 1874-school  rated  as  first  class  with 
clothes  rooms,  desks  each  to  seat  2 pupils 
only  and  half  an  acre  of  school  ground  fenced 
in  (WHS1979  67:54).  "It  seems  very  hard  to 
work  up  this  school.  Bad  attendance  caused  by 
indifference  of  parents  seems  to  be  the  root 

of  it.  Attendance  was  better  than  usual  for 
the  last  half  of  the  year"  (Pearce’s  school 
report  for  1874,  also  quoted  by  K Lamb) 

* 1875-Pearce’s  report:  "School  continues 
low.  Next  to  nothing  done  during  the  year. 

The  young  man  who  taught  the  school  during 
the  last  three  months  of  the  year  had  to 
contend  against  disadvantages." 

* Excellent  minute  book  from  1870s  to 
mid-20th  century  gives  record  of  mainly 
annual  but  some  special  meetings  (in  early 
years,  but  some  pages  and  years  missing,  e.g. 


1883).  Ezra  E.  Eby  acted  as  secretary  from 
1880-1886.  Includes  note  of  defaulting 
teacher,  A.H.  Mackay  in  1875,  plans  for  new 
school  house  in  1879.  At  back  of  large  volume 
is  unusually  complete  record  of  agreements 
and  contacts  from  1873  to  1888:  from 
agreement  with  principal  teacher  A.H.  Mackay 
(salary  $420)  in  1873,  and  assistants  Miss 
Agnes  Lake  ($216)  in  1874  and  Jennie  Brydon 
in  1875,  Ezra  Eby  as  principal  at  $500  in 
1879.  Eby  compiled  a list  of  all  pupils  27 
September  1877.  Eby  teacher  in  1885,  and  with 
Jennie  Frame  in  1897. 

* 1879-site  across  the  road  was  purchased 
from  John  Weber  and  a two-room  white  brick 
building  constructed.  Expenditure  of  $675 
permitted  by  BL  432.  The  trustees  were  Moses 
Kraft,  Peter  Shirk  and  Andrew  Weber.  The  old 
school  was  purchased  by  the  Evangelicals  for 

a church.  The  school  trustees  stipulated  that 
Sunday  School  services  could  be  held  in  the 
building,  but  no  preaching  services  (WHS  1939 
27:82) 

* 1898-third  room  added,  when  trustees  were 
Peter  Shirk,  Benjamin  Eby  and  William 
Reichert 

* 1910-15-Louis  Roedding  principal,  appointed 
by  Moses  Hunsberger,  trustee.  View  cl910 
reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995),  p.246 

* 1927-fourth  room  added  with  an  enclosed 
walkway  to  the  rest  of  the  school  (WHS  1939 
27:82)  1929-fourth  room  added  (WHS1950 
38:36).  Trustees  were  then  Earl  Rothaermel, 
Abram  Hunsberger  and  A.  Cressman. 

* 1934-5-Eldon  Weber  taught  48  pupils  in 
grades  3,  4,  5,  6 

* 1950-new  school  opened  on  adjacent  land  and 
built  at  a cost  of  $150,000  with  6 rooms  and 
places  for  about  250  students.  It  was  one 
storey  and  T-shaped.  It  combines  "the 
utilitarian  with  a simple  beauty.  Among  the 
many  features  is  a big  playground... the  heavy 
cost  of  preparing  the  site  and  playground  was 
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borne  by  A.R.  Kaufman  who  is  also  assisting 
in  the  beautification  program"  (KWR  26  Aug 
1950).  Carl  Featherston  was  principal. 

* New  school  planned  from  1948  (contentious 
meetings  29  February  1948  and  11  June  1948 
with  48  voting  for  and  24  against  new  school) 
with  Page  and  Steele  architects  and  Ball  Bros 
the  building  contractors,  at  cost  of 
$150,000.  Account  of  official  opening  1 
September  1950.  Change  from  rural  to  Union 
School  section  with  annual  meeting  in 
December  1950  when  13  nominees  for  6 
trustees.  Wilfrid  Roedding  who  polled  highest 
had  been  chair  for  several  years.  While  Union 
Section,  rural  ratepayers  elected  3 and 
village  3.  In  1951  election,  W.W.  Roedding 
and  Samuel  Fisher  (both  rubber  workers) 
polled  highest,  then  Ross  Amy,  textile  mfr. 
Pages  168-170  contain  summary  of  school  board 
members  from  1952  to  1966-67  (last  year).  For 
last  six  years,  elections  only  every  other 

year.  W.  Roedding  chair  throughout  and 
Kathryn  Lamb  a trustee  from  1960  to  1967 
inclusive. 

* 1951-Bridgeport  incorporated  as  village  and 
school  administered  by  Bridgeport  Public 
School  Board  in  association  with  Waterloo  Tp, 
U.S.S.#11,  Bridgeport 

* 1955-4  room  addition  opened.  20  pupils  were 
enrolled  in  grades  7 and  8,  average  in  lower 
grades  was  40  pupils  (KWR  21/11/1955  in  KPL 
vf  Bridgeport  School) 

* 1958-4  rooms  added  (Bridgeport  Tweedsmuir) 

* 1965-more  rooms  added  (Bridgeport 
Tweedsmuir) 

* 1966,  Dec  7-Bridgeport  Public  School  Board 
joins  Kitchener  and  Waterloo  Township  School 
Board 

* 1989-new  gym  and  kindergarten  added 
Note:  For  details  on  teachers’  salaries, 

attendance,  and  property  value  see  WHS  19  79 
67:54. 

Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 


holds  minutes  from  1873  to  1967,  with 
valuable  and  interesting  detail  of  all 
periods.  WHS1950  38:36,  WHS 19 79  67:51-55; 
Trail  of  the  slate;  KPL  vf  Bridgeport  school; 
Bridgeport  Tweedsmuir;  material  lent  by 
Kathryn  Lamb 
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CENTRE VILLE  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  5,  Centreville 
Opened:  1808 

Location:  1808-O’Lone’s  school,  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  county,  opened  on  the  same  site 
as  the  Centreville  School  (WHS1914  2:38, 
WHS1966  54:57).  "The  first  school  stood  just 
west  of  the  chimney  of  the  present  school" 
(Centreville  Tweedsmuir). 

* 1835-GCT53  "Old  school  house  stood  opposite 
the  blacksmith  shop  across  Sims  Rd  and  still 
stands  today,  but  has  been  remodelled  several 
times,  which  has  changed  its  appearance 
somewhat.  It  is  the  offices  of  the  Ontario 
Motor  League"  (Centreville  Tweedsmuir) 

Milestones:  March  14,  1835-Rev.  Joseph 
Bowman  deeded  a part  of  GCT53  to  Henry 
Wismer,  Benjamin  Bowman  and  Philip  Bleam 
for  a school,  with  the  exception  of  two  days 
every  month  to  hold  a public  meeting. 

* Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  May  1844  and  3 
months  of  1845;  Henry  Lutz,  Amos  Weaver, 
Elias  B.  Snyder,  Isaac  Bowman  (LSS)  testified 

* Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  7 months  of 
1848  and  3 months  of  1849  - Henry  Lutz,  David 
Snyder,  Daniel  B.  Snyder  were  trustees  as 

well  as  Isaac  L.  Bowman 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* 1855-$250  for  new  SH  mentioned  in  WTC 
minutes 

* 1872,  Nov  23-John  Johnson  sold  another  part 
of  GCT53  as  an  addition  to  the  school  yard 

* 1876-Pearce’s  report:  "Advanced  very 
little.  Spelling  and  geography  neglected." 

* cl876-the  school  was  a one-room  building 
with  two  doors  facing  the  highway  and  a 
platform  across  the  front.  A large  lobby 
extended  across  the  front  of  the  schoolroom. 

* 1879-school  divided  into  2 rooms  with  an 
entrance  through  a new  lobby  built  on  the 
east  side.  A basement  and  coal  cellar  were 
added  as  well. 

* May  4,  1907-John  Miehm  added  half  an  acre 


of  GCT53  as  an  addition  to  the  schoolyard 

* Eldon  Weber  began  school  here  in  1919 
(though  beset  by  sickness  so  first  year 
rather  interrupted)  then  transferred  to  new 
Parkway  in  fall  of  1923.  Remembers  first 
teacher  Miss  Porteous  and  principal  R.L. 
Fenton  who  taught  "Second  Book  Class". 

* After  WWI,  growth  of  area  south  of 
Kitchener  put  pressure  on  this  school.  J. 
Hubert  Sherk,  Sec-Treas.  owned  land  fronting 
on  King  Street  east  of  school  as  well  on  road 
leading  W past  Township  Hall,  describing  it 
as  "an  ideal  location  for  a larger  school." 

He  offered  to  sell  4 acres  for  $600.  But 
Ephraim  H.  Weber  (Eldon’s  father)  offered  an 
acre  free  at  corner  of  Mill  St  and  Blockline 
Road  which  was  SE  corner  of  GCT50  for  a 
separate  school.  1923-Section  divided  into  5A 
and  5B  when  Parkway  School  was  built. 
Centreville  (2-room)  was  5A,  Parkway  (1-room) 
5B.  Schools  were  run  independently  but  with 
single  Board  of  Trustees,  one  from 
Centreville  area,  one  from  Parkway.  Rates 
came  to  one  purse,  then  disbursed  for  two 
separate  schools. 

* 1930-Christmas  concert  given  by  pupils,  the 
first  in  20  years 

* 1931-Township  Hall  rented  for  school 
purposes  and  a third  teacher  engaged 

* 1932-began  serving  hot  lunches  to  pupils  at 
noon,  with  special  Christmas  chicken  dinner 
served  to  students  as  well 

* Eldon  Weber  relief  teacher  for  one  month 
(for  Wardle  Hill) 

* 1934-Miss  Snider  started  teaching  music 

* 1936-electric  lights  installed  in  school 
and  township  hall 

* 1937-No  concert  or  dinner  due  to  heavy 
enrolment 

* 1938-4th  room  added,  the  senior  room 
transferred  to  United  Brethren  church 
adjacent  to  school 

* 1939-unsuccessful  attempt  to  set  fire  to 


school,  followed  by  success  in  burning  down 
Parkway  school 

* 1941,  Jan-church  closed  as  classroom, 
senior  pupils  transferred  to  school  building 

* 1941-school  renovated  and  modern  well  dug. 
There  were  indoor  chemical  toilets,  hot 
water,  new  hardwood  floors,  and  the  school 
was  covered  with  red  imitation  brick. 

* 1952-part  of  section  annexed  to  Kitchener 

* Minutes  1948-1964  at  WatCBE:  Irvin  Moss 
chair  and  Oscar  Thompson  Secy  in  1952  when 
talk  of  new  school;  Jack  Young  chair  1953-57; 
problems  negotiating  right  of  way  across  CPR 
to  new  school  site  and  with  Township  Council 
in  opening  Morgan  Avenue.  Barnett  and  Rieder 
architects.  New  site  of  8.5  acres  bought  for 
$2,950. 

* 1953,  Dec-Howard  Robertson  School  opened, 
named  after  a North  Waterloo  public  school 
inspector  who  had  died  suddenly  in  the 
spring.  It  cost  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
dollars,  had  four  classrooms  and  a playroom 
that  could  be  converted  into  2 additional 
classrooms.  Barnett  & Rieder  were  the 
architects,  Lavern  Asmussen  was  the 
contractor.  When  it  opened  it  had  110  pupils. 
The  first  principal  was  Brock  Foster.  "A 
prime  feature  of  the  location  is  its 
remoteness  from  highway  traffic"  (KPL  vf 
Howard  Robertson  School) 

* 1955-"Howard  Robertson:  This  school  is  in 
the  fastest  growing  residential  area  in  the 
township.  The  prediction  is  that  two  more 
rooms  will  be  needed  immediately  to  increase 
the  size  of  the  new  six-room  school  to 
accommodate  an  estimated  250  pupils  by  1960" 
(KWR  summary  of  planner’s  report) 

* Later  John  G.  Feasby  sec-treas.  In  1957,  F. 
Schneider  moved  that  SS5  continue  as  rural 
Section  and  negotiate  with  Kitchener  for 
children  to  continue  to  be  educated  at  Howard 
Robertson  School,  Centreville.  From  1959, 
bought  education  from  Kitchener  at  per  diem 
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cost  of  $1.39  for  35  to  40  children.  In  1962, 

F.P.  Schneider  became  chair  and  sec-treas. 
Meeting  with  Bill  Thomson  in  June  1964, 
outlining  regional  concept.  "The  general 
conclusion  of  the  taxpayers  present  was  that 
they  wished  to  remain  with  the  township  for 
as  long  as  possible  in  order  to  enjoy  a lower 
tax  structure  and  to  put  their  children  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  new  Township  School 
Area  Board"  (Minutes  p.179) 

* 1964-Transferred  to  Kitchener  Public  School 
Board  under  annexation  order,  1 January  - 240 
enrolled 

* 1965-recommended  six-room  addition,  with  an 
auditorium,  boiler  room  and  principal’s 

office. 

* 1966-five-room  addition  recommended  for 
1967 

Note:  From  1846  to  1854,  Berlin  was  SS  5, 
Waterloo  Township  (WHS1942  30:230),  and 
Centreville  school  was  SS  4.  When  Berlin  was 
incorporated  as  a village,  SS  5 went  to 
Centreville. 

* R.L.  Fenton  served  many  years  as  teacher 
and  principal  at  Centreville. 

Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
holds  minutes  for  1948-1964  WHS;  VF  Howard 
Robertson;  Centreville  Tweedsmuir;  WatCBE 
has  minutes  for  1956-1964. 
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CLEARVIEW  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  19,  Clearview  (known 
from  1848  to  1874  as  Pine  Bush) 

Opened  1829 
Closed  1965 

Location;  BLB2-8,  SW  corner  belonging  to 
Samuel  Bechtel 

* BLB2-6,  on  north  side  of  Pine  Bush  Road. 
"Clearview  was  a good  name  for  our  school.  It 
was  built  on  a hill,  so  we  could  look  around 
and  see  almost  the  town  of  Preston  and  the 
town  of  Hespeler,  as  well  as  the  neighboring 
farms"  (OHT  tape  with  Della  Groh) 

Milestones;  1829-"In  1829,  a small  plot  of 
scarcely  half  an  acre  was  set  aside  for  a 
Union  Church  and  School  and  Burying  Ground. 
On  August  8,  1829,  Samuel  Bechtel  gave  a deed 
for  this  plot  to  the  first  trustees,  John 
Groh  and  Abraham  Witmer.  Samuel  Bechtel 
and  John  Bear  were  appointed  builders.  The 
finished  building,  clapboarded  on  the  outside 
and  plastered  on  the  inside,  measured  22’  by 
28’  with  4 windows.  It  was  located  on  the 
Bechtel  farm  about  a mile  SW  of  what  is  now 
Hespeler"  (Groh,  p.45).  A plaque  was  erected 
there  in  1929  by  the  WHS. 

* 1843-Union  Church  School  became  SS  19 
under  the  Common  School  Act  and  is  referred 
to  by  former  pupils  as  "Clearview  Park  School" 

* 1848-new  log  school  house  built  on  the  Pine 
Bush  Road  "on  the  same  site  as  the  present 
school"  (Groh,  p.49).  1848  History  of 
Clearview  School  says  "Early  in  the  year  1848 
land  was  purchased  from  Mr  George  Clemens  in 
the  centre  of  the  newly  arranged  school 
section.  A log  school  was  erected  which  for 
many  years  was  known  as  "Pine  Bush  School" 
(from  1848  to  1874).  This  school  was  opened 

on  8 November  and  had  for  its  first  teacher 
Mr  Robert  Brydon  (David  Brydon  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  with  George 
Clemens,  James  Cowan  and  David  Brydon).  "It 
might  be  said  that  the  construction  of  this 


school  was  faulty  as  the  chinking  of  the  logs 
was  defective.  There  are  those  yet  living  in  the 
community  who  remember  well  the  days  spent 
in  this  log  school  and  who  relate  an  amusing 
pastime  of  making  windmills  and  operating 
them  with  the  draft  coming  through  the  chinks 
in  the  side  walls"  (History  of  Clearview 
School,  1933) 

* SS  19  included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* Brydon  taught  till  resigned  in  1854  when 
Jas  Beattie  appointed.  Noted  as  "free 
school"  in  1856.  Thomas  Cowan  teacher 
1856-1857  and  1859;  A.J.  Brewster  from  1859 
(when  pop.  of  299  and  84  children)  to  1863, 
then  Mr  J.  Yool  for  several  years;  Robert 
Brydon  again  in  1870. 

* 1865-principal  of  school  was  Andrew  Jackson 
Brewster  who  married  Margaret  Brydon,  a 
teacher  at  Pine  Bush  (WHS1989  77:109) 

* 1874-new  red  brick  school  built,  renamed 
"Clearview,"  for  total  cost  of  $1268.  Major 
building  repairs  in  1900. 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  "Accommodation 
excellent.  New  School  House.  Great 
dissatisfaction  with  the  teacher  during  the 
winter.  Report  says  he  punishes  with  undue 
severity.  A wise  teacher  would  have  resigned 
in  the  interest  of  school  and  education." 
1875-"School  in  good  condition" 

* 1880s-school  burial  plot  removed  to  Wanner’s 
cemetery,  leaving  waste  areas 

* 1888-first  lady  teacher,  J.  Jessie  Dickie, 
appointed 

* 1889-half-acre  bought  to  enlarge  school 
ground 

* 1903-Della  Groh  began  school  and  recalls 
sitting  at  a double  desk  with  her  friend  and 
neighbour,  Alice  Bechtel.  "We  got  very  tired 
since  our  feet  didn’t  touch  the  floor  and  the 
days  became  very  long...  there  was  no 
electricity  in  the  school.  On  dark  dull  days, 
it  weis  almost  impossible  to  see  what  the 
teacher  had  written  on  the  blackboard.  I/m 


sure  today’s  teachers  would  find  it 
impossible  to  teach  with  so  few  helpful  books 
and  materials,  especially  for  the  beginning 
pupils"  (OHT  tape  with  Della  Groh). 

* 1909-first  reunion  attended  by  over  700 
pupils;  H.  Cutts  the  teacher 

* 1912-half  acre  added  to  north  side 

* 1915-addition  at  rear  of  school  for  $385 

* 1917-well  dug 

* 1919-2nd  reunion  held 

* 1920s/1930s-school  building  updated 

* 1929-Centennial  reunion,  attended  by  over 
1,000  people.  The  invitation  used  a good 
photograph  of  Clearview  Euid  a poem  by  David 
MacGeorge  "Come  join  the  throng,  yes  come 
along/The  doors  are  open  wide, /They’re  coming 
here,  from  far  and  near/Whatever  shall 
betide.  For  Clearview  School,  it  has  a 
rule/That  it  ne’er  forgot  shall  be/While  time 
do  last,  we’ll  renew  the  past/in  youthful 
jollity"  (WHS  vf  SS  19,  Clearview) 

* Meeting  of  17  May  1943  addressed  by 
inspector  G.H.  Dobrindt  on  benefits  of  larger 
units  of  administration.  Area  school  units 
would  end  inequality  of  opportunity  for  rural 
children,  and  lead  to  burdens  of  taxation 
being  shared  by  larger  units  (with  grants 
from  province,  county  and  township  as  well  els 
local  levy).  Other  benefits  to  include 
circulating  library,  medical  and  dental 
inspection,  manual  training  and  household 
science,  balanced  salaries,  cheaper  and 
better  supplies,  solution  of  non-resident 
pupil  problem,  continuation  classes, 
equalized  assessment.  Moved  by  L.D.  Witmer, 
seconded  by  Mrs  T.D.  Cowan,  that  ratepayers 
of  SS  19  favour  Township  School  Area  (passed 
14  to  3).  In  1944,  joined  School  Area  1 with 

7 other  schools. 

* 1955-"another  room  was  added  last  year.  The 
section  is  hemmed  in  by  Galt,  Preston  and 
Hespeler  and  will  be  cut  in  two  by  the  new 
401  highway.  The  present  school  will  likely 
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suffice  for  five  years"  (KWR  summary  of 
planning  report). 

* 1960-annexed  by  Galt 

* 1965  closed  and  final  reunion.  "Economy, 
better  transportation  and  the  new  tri-level 
system  dealt  the  coup  de  grace  (Evening 
Reporter,  14  August  1965) 

* late  1970s-  Della  Groh  noted  in  her  oral 
history  tape  at  OCCA  that  school  was  used  as 
a storage  place  for  a cartage  firm,  and  that 
the  building  was  removed  and  the  site 
levelled.  The  Preston  Tweedsmuir  noted 
various  commercial  uses,  as  turkey  outlet  and 
truck  centre,  until  the  building  was  finally 
razed  in  the  late  1970s. 

Note:  See  the  xerox  copy  of  an  undated 
photograph  of  Clearview  School 
Sources:  WHS  has  hardcover  volume  covering 
1848-1907,  with  pp.  1-159  minutes  and  pp. 
160-263  accounts  (minutes  for  1907  on 
pp.280-8).  Until  1863,  very  sparse  record  of 
meeting  dates  and  names  of  trustees  and 
teachers;  then  more  detailed  minutes  of  two 
meetings  each  year,  including  annual  meeting 
in  January  or  December,  meeting  in  July  to 
ask  Township  Council  for  funds,  and  meeting 
in  October  to  appoint  the  teacher  for  the 
following  year.  102  pages  of  third  volume 
from  1908  to  1943,  including  good  account  of 
transition  to  School  Area  1.  History  of 
Clearview  School  1829-1909  (ms  with  photos); 
Groh  in  Canadian-German  Folklore  Soc.  v.2; 
WHS  1989  77:109;  WHS  1929  17:137-38;  Della 
Groh  oral  history  tape  OCCA:  WHS  VF  SS  19, 
Clearview;  Preston  Tweedsmuir;  photo  lent  by 
Helen  Campbell  of  Strathroy  used  in 
Bloomfield  (1995),  p.241  Brewster  Collection 
at  Cambridge  Archives  has  many  documents 
relating  to  Clearview,  including  bills  and 
contracts  for  the  building  of  the  1874 
schoolhouse,  school  reports  from  1882  to 
1899,  ratepayers’  payments  from  1873,  school 
grants  and  teacher  agreements. 
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DOON  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  27,  Doon 

Opened:  1878 

Location:  part  of  farm  owned  by  John  Shaw 
Milestones:  Before  the  Doon  school  was 
built,  Mr  Reece  the  postmaster  and  Mr 
Burkholder  took  private  pupils  (what  purports 
to  be  record  of  Union  SS  21,  Martin’s, 
actually  contains  Burkholder’s  record  of  his 
private  pupils  at  Doon  from  December  1875  to 
December  1877,  as  well  as  other 
Burkholder-related  records).  Otherwise, 
children  from  Lower  Doon  attended  Blair 
school,  and  those  from  Upper  Doon  attended 
Strasburg.  The  Tweedsmuir  history  also 
mentions  a private  school  named  "Little 
Paradise"  operated  by  Tobias  Wanner,  located 
on  the  bank  of  the  Woollen  Mill  Dam  on  Doon 
Village  Road.  There  was  also  a small  private 
school  for  girls  operated  by  a Miss  Vassie.  A 
letter  written  by  Margaret  Brydon  in  1859  has 
been  interpreted  as  describing  children  she 
taught  at  Doon  during  that  year  (WHS  1989 
77:109),  but  the  Doon  (public)  school  was  not 
operating  until  1878.  Mr  Kinzie  comments  on 
the  advantages  of  proximity  to  Berlin,  and 
says  that  teachers  from  there  came  to  Doon  to 
conduct  classes  in  business  methods,  singing, 
dancing,  music,  and  in  the  arts  (Tweedsmuir) 

* Defined  in  Bylaw  400  (1877),  formed  from 
parts  of  SSI  and  SS2.  Lands  of  following 
farmers  were  detached  from  SSI  to  form  new 
SS27:  Beck,  Frederick;  Unger,  Benjamin; 
Detweiler,  Joseph;  Graham,  William;  Tilt, 

John;  Morrison,  James;  Orr,  George; 

Henheffer,  Joseph;  Allan,  William;  Wildfong, 
Michael;  Drake,  Henry  L.;  Thoms,  William; 
Detweiler,  Abel;  McGarvey,  William;  Roos, 
Isaac;  Weaver,  William;  Clark,  Widow;  Peddar, 
Joshua;  Slee,  Thomas;  Fiersan,  Joseph; 
Detweiler,  Jacob  Z.;  Schofield,  James; 

Marshall,  William;  Hope,  William;  Jamieson, 
Davy;  Jones,  Jesse;  McFee,  Jonathon;  Shantz, 


Aaron;  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Station. 
Also  from  SS2:  Beck,  Frederick;  Weber, 

William;  Card,  James;  Morrison,  James;  Baer, 
John;  Kreason,  Charles;  Kinsey,  Jacob; 

Bullock,  George;  Cole,  David;  Watson,  Mrs; 
Lambke,  C.E.;  Perine,  J.S.;  Perine,  M.B.; 

Kinzie,  Joseph;  Burkholder,  Benjamin; 

Bullock,  Frederick;  Tilt,  John;  Simpson, 

James. 

* 1877-first  school  day  3 Jem  1878.  First 
pupil  registered  was  Luella  Baer.  Brick 
building  constructed  by  John  and  Benjamin 
Bear  for  $1,050:  $800  for  building,  $100  for 
site,  $150  for  furnishings. (WHS  1957  45:46). 

The  Doon-Blair  Tweedsmuir  history  includes  a 
letter  from  Thomas  Pearce  who  had  studied  the 
plans  and  had  found  no  ventilation  other  than 
doors  and  windows.  He  referred  the 
contractors  to  "Hodgins’  School 
Architecture."  Mr  Kinzie  commented  about 
Pearce  that  he  "was  a keen  observer  as  an 
inspector,  and  as  a boy,  I associated  his 

name  with  his  facial  appearance." 

* The  first  principal  was  Miss  Lee  Scott,  at 
a salary  of  $335/year  with  Miss  Katie  Gray 
appointed  for  the  Primary  Room  at  $225/year. 
Another  source  says  the  first  teacher  was 
Mary  Hannah  Slee  (Mrs  Hugh  Wallace), 
possibly  related  to  a trustee  with  the  same 
surname,  and  that  another  early  teacher  was 
Berah  Bechtel,  later  Mrs  R.O.  Dobbin  (WHS 
1941  29:172). 

* 1887-an  addition  is  added,  with  a basement 
and  modem  furnace.  Bylaw  577  allowed  $800. 

* 1914-school  fairs  introduced 

* 1921-view  of  schoolhouse  and  pupils 
reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995),  p.346 

* 1926-an  adjoining  field  purchased  from 
James  McGarvey  to  enlarge  the  yard  and 
provide  a playing  field 

* 1932-electric  lights  installed 

* 1946-1953-became  part  of  School  Area  3 with 
Blair,  English  Settlement,  Plains, 


Williamsburg,  and  Nine  Pines.  In  1953  most  of 
the  schools  requested  dissolution. 

* 1955-"Due  to  increased  population  a new 
room  will  be  needed  in  five  years.  Although 
it  is  planned  to  make  a large  recreation  area 
in  this  area,  what  development  that  does  come 
should  be  watched  carefully  to  assure  that  it 
provides  high  assessments  for  future  school 
development"  KWR  summary  of  planning  report 

* 1956,  Jan  8-school  burned  down.  Until  new 
school  was  built,  children  were  taught  in  two 
churches. 

* 1956-1964  minute  book  begins  with  record  of 
special  meeting  (in  home  of  Lawrence  Cluthe) 
following  fire.  Ethel  Wilfong  secy.  Special 
meeting  in  Doon  Presbyterian  Church  attended 
by  71.  Site  of  old  school  bought  by 
Kitchener-Waterloo  and  Suburban  Planning 
Board. 

* New  school  officially  opened  11  December 
1956  with  Harold  Slee  in  chair,  though  in  use 
from  September.  On  new  site  across  the  road, 
and  designed  by  Barnett  & Rieder,  a modem 
brick,  flat-roofed  building.  It  had  a sliding 
wall  between  classrooms,  allowing  them  to  be 
turned  into  a community  auditorium;  radiant 
heating;  it  cost  45,000  dollars. 

* 1958  two  rooms  added  (WHS  1966  54:52) 
Two-room  addition  planned  from  October  1959 
(minutes).  1960  two  rooms  added  (Doon-Blair 
Tweedsmuir) 

* Concern  about  new  highway  in  1960  and 
asked  Township  Council  to  extend  SS  boundary 
east  to  highway  40 1(?).  English  Settlement 
asked  to  amalgamate  in  April  1963.  Meeting  in 
March  1964  called  by  Inspector  Oakes  to  explain 
merger  with  Strasburg. 

* 1965-further  expansion  so  that  there  were 
13  classrooms,  a library,  gym,  and  a 
teachers’  lounge  (Tweedsmuir).  There  was  an 
official  opening  3 May  1966 

* 1966-new  Waterloo  Township  Area  School 
Board  decided  that  Doon,  Breslau  and 
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Lexington  should  became  three  senior  schools 
for  the  whole  township. 

* 1983-gym  enlarged,  and  a resource  centre, 
science  room,  music  room  and  lunch  room 
added  due  to  rise  of  enrolment  after  rural 
school  closings  and  the  establishment  of  new 
subdivisions  (KPL  vf  Doon  Public  School) 

Note:  Note  details  about  formation  of  SS  27 
in  Blair  entry,  including  names  of  all 
property-owners. 

Sources:  WHS  1966  54:52;  photo  of  Doon 
School  1907  in  WHS  1957  45:46;  photos  of  the 
school  from  the  50s  to  the  80s  available  in 
the  Tweedsmuir  history;  KPL  VF  Doon  Public 
School;  WatCBE  has  Minutes  from  1956-1964 
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ELMDALE  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  8,  Elm  dale 
Opened;  1844 
Closed;  1965 

Location;  North  side  of  Highway  7,  1.5  miles 
west  of  Kitchener 

Milestones:  cl844-frame  school  built,  26 
feet  square  on  the  Chris  Snyder  farm, 
accommodating  an  average  of  24  pupils.  This 
building  was  occupied  by  the  Gingerich  family 
in  1957.  "It  is  definitely  a known  fact  that 
No.  9 Waterloo  was  built  in  1844.. .it 
accommodated  an  average  of  24  pupils  when 
sold"  (Seibert,  50th  anniversary). 

* 1847-Adam  J.  Ruby  hired  for  60  pounds  a 
year 

* included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* 1861  census  reports  frame  SH  worth  $75  with 
room  for  60.  Hannes  Snyder  calls  it 
Oberholtzer’s  school.  Section  included  GCT 

lots  20,  21,  34,  35,  37,  38,  39,  and  pt  36. 

* 1862-stone  building  constructed,  "standing 
almost  opposite  the  present  school"  (WHS  1958 
46:47);  heat  was  provided  by  a box-stove 
which  roasted  those  nearby  and  froze  those 
further  away. 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  "Stands  scarcely  as 
well  as  previous  year.  Doing  fairly, 
however." 

* 1905-1906-Mr  Hornby,  teacher,  "conducted  a 
night  school  and  trained  the  young  people  in 
the  art  of  public  speaking.  The  fee  for  the 
course  was  5 cents  per  pupil  per  night.  Out 
of  the  emerged  a debating  society  and  some 
with  chuckles  recall  the  debates  held  with 
neighboring  Mannheim"  (Seibert,  50th 
anniversary) 

* 1907-vote  21  to  16  against  building  a new 
school  in  January,  but  the  next  month,  the 
vote  shifted,  and  a new  yellow  brick  school 
was  built  across  the  road,  on  the  north  side. 
Bylaw  933  allowed  for  $2,850.  G.  Hamacher  was 
the  contractor,  and  C.  Brubacher  was  paid 


$125  for  the  land.  The  old  stone  school  was 
sold  to  Henry  Schaaf  for  $30.  Hugh  Ross  was 
the  first  teacher  in  the  new  school. 

* 1911-school  named  Elmdale 

* 1929-the  school  became  crowded  and  the  room 
was  divided  in  two  by  a curtain.  When 
Kitchener  annexed  land  in  1950s  the 
attendance  dropped  again. 

* 1945-school  joined  Waterloo  School  Area  2, 
with  Mr.  W.  Schmitt  as  trustee  for  Elmdale. 

* 1955-"Urban  development  is  expected  to 
create  need  for  another  room  by  1960.  Type  of 
development  is  expect  to  produce  enough 
assessment  for  expansion  of  school"  (KWR 
summary  of  planning  report) 

* 1957-50th  reunion  with  souvenir  booklet  by 
Emily  Seibert  entitled  50th  Elmdale  School 
anniversary  and  programme.  A play  written  by 
J.W.  Cowls  "To  build  or  not  to  build"  was 
performed. 

* School  building  later  used  by  Heaven  on 
Earth  Learning  Centre  (photo  caption  at  Doon 
Heritage  Crossroads) 

Sources:  WHS  1958  46:46-52  lists  many 
teachers’  names;  Elmdale  Tweedsmuir  history; 
50th  Elmdale  School  Anniversary.  WHS  archives 
hold:  (a)  volume  of  minutes  (from  which  some 
sections  have  been  razored  out)  consists  of 
a)  record  of  transaction  by  trustees, 

1847-1884;  (b)  account  of  school  matters, 
1885-1909;  (c)  a Visitors’  Book  for 
1871-1925;  and  (d)  text  of  a tableau  set  in 
1901.  The  records  refer  to  Brubacher’s  Lane; 
and  to  trustees  Noah  Bechtel,  Christian 
Snyder,  and  E.W.  Willson.  Early  registers 
(before  1922)  are  held  by  the  WHS  archives, 
while  WatCBE  holds  those  from  1940.  Note  that 
Elmdale  records  were  given  by  Waterloo 
Township  Board  of  Education  to  Edna  Staebler 
(who  was  to  have  written  a history  of 
education  in  the  township)  and  then  by  her  to 
Waterloo  Historical  Society. 
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ENGLISH  SETTLEMENT  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  Union  SS  22,  English 
Settlement 
Opened:  1847 
Closed:  1966 

Location:  west  of  Blair,  see  Illustrated 
Atlas  map;  lot  3 of  Beasley’s  Block  on  west 
side  of  the  Grand  River.  Andrew  Taylor  notes 
that  the  section  took  in  a large  piece  of  the 
Roseville  Swamp. 

Milestones:  1847  Samuel  Herner  sold  about  an 
acre  for  one-room  log  schoolhouse  with 
woodshed  (Jean  Haalboom  report  for  Kitchener 
LACAC) 

* Not  mentioned  in  Ahrens  account  of  1852, 
but  defined  in  1854  bylaw 

* In  1872  school  trustees  John  Moore,  William 
Abra,  and  James  Henderson  sold  some  of  the 
school  lot  for  a highway 

* 1879  school  inspector:  "one  of  the  five 
remaining  log  school  houses,  #22,  will  be 
replaced  by  a handsome  brick  building  during 
the  coming  year" 

* 1879-decided  to  let  J.B.  Baer  of  Tow  Town 
construct  a brick  schoolhouse  20  feet  west  of 
the  former  one;  datestone  1879  in  gable. 
Described  as  distinctive  in  Waterloo  region 
for  use  of  polychromatic  brick,  red  brick 
being  used  in  corners  or  quoins,  and  lintels 
above  windows  and  doors.  Tall  windows  with 
six  over  six  panes,  girls’  and  boys’ 
entrances,  wooden  steps,  porch. 

* 1889-Sun  day  School  meets  in  school 

* 1905-new  floor  put  in  (minutes) 

* 1908-school  bought  books  for  a library-see 
also  1908-1930  library  catalogue.  Book  #1  was 
a dictionary  #2  was  Grimm’s  fairy  tales,  #3, 
Anderson’s  fairy  tales,  #4  Story  of  King 
Arthur,  #5  was  Guide  to  the  wild  flowers 
(minutes) 

* 1911-School  suspended  from  April  3-18  due 
to  mumps  (minutes) 

* 1917-new  furnace  (minutes) 


* 1925-water  well  dug 

* Aug  5,  1930-"Met  with  Mr  Weber  present. 

Mr  Weber  has  to  send  an  apology  to  Miss 
McPhail  (teacher)  and  to  the  school  board" 
(minutes) 

* 1931-"meet  inspector  and  agent  and  buy 
chemical  closets" 

* 1935-bought  a bell 

* 1938-Hydro  brought  in,  as  well  as  Household 
Science  equipment 

* 1945-last  minutes 

* 1946-became  part  of  School  Area  3 

* WatCE  has  well-kept  record  of  monthly 
trustees’  meetings  and  annual  ratepayers’ 
meetings  (by  secretary  Mrs  Jean  Veitch  until 
the  last  few  months  when  Marilyn  Conman), 
from  1953-1963.  Did  this  follow  dissolution 
of  Area  3?  Cryptic  note  in  December  1963: 

"the  trustees  would  appreciate  it  if  the 
people  in  the  section  who  take  Home  boys 
would  contact  them,  before  the  child  comes  to 
school."  In  last  year  (1964)  $3600  levied  on 
the  section.  Only  hint  of  end:  a note  on  21 
September  1964  of  "up-coming  meeting  in 
Breslau  of  Waterloo  Township  school  boards 
and  secretaries."  At  last  meeting,  section 

had  balance  of  $4334.02. 

* 1951-had  8 pupils 

* 1959-woodshed  renovated  into  playroom 

* 1955-"This  school  is  adequate  for  any 
foreseeable  need  in  five  years"  (KWR  summary 
of  planning  report) 

* 1966-closed  and  the  pupils  and  teachers 
transferred  to  Doon,  with  which  had  been 
administered  since  1964  as  well  as  Strasburg. 
The  teacher,  Mrs  Veida  Dunke  was  honoured  at 
a party  on  Friday- (Valentine’s  Day?) 
newspaper  clipping  KWR  15  Feb  1966. 

Note:  In  the  minutes,  common  surnames  are 
Hannusch,  Freiburger,  Little  and  Dalgleish, 
Moore,  Hoffman,  Henderson,  Gingerich,  Pedder, 
Goodfellow,  Marshall;  also  James  Watson, 

Jacob  Detweiler. 


Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
has  minutes  from  1953  to  1964  Bob  Leggett’s 
Blair  history  and  Leggett  Collection;  OKiTW 
minutes  from  1903-1945;  Kathryn  Lamb’s  notes; 
Jean  Haalboom’s  report  for  Kitchener  LACAC 
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ERBSVTLLE  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  10,  Erbsville 
Opened:  1859 
Closed:  1987 

Location:  SE  comer  GCT45,  at  centre  of  Lots 
28,  29,  44  and  45.  Corner  of  King  and  Water 
Sts  in  Erbsville 

Milestones:  Bylaw  136,  June  1858,  effective 
following  December 

* Jan  13,  1859-first  ratepayers  meeting  of 
Erbsville,  the  village  consisting  of  12 
houses  and  2 sawmills.  It  was  decided  that 
the  school  term  would  be  for  6 months,  the 
first  term  from  the  beginning  of  Jan.  to 
March  31,  the  second  from  the  beginning  of 
October  to  the  end  of  December.  Children 
attended  until  they  were  14  or  until  they 
finished  senior  fourth  (now  8th  grade).  Mr 
Carl  Metzdorf  was  secretary  for  the  meeting 
and  was  the  first  teacher  hired,  being  paid 
$108  for  the  first  6 month  period.  Trustees 
elected  were  Andrew  Derbecker,  Gregor 
Schnarr,  and  Valentine  Wagner.  Each  child  was 
to  pay  2 shillings  (25  cents)  per  month.  The 
balance  of  the  funds  needed  was  paid  through 
taxes  levied  on  the  properties  in  the  school 
sections  (Schnarr) 

* Feb.  1859-home  of  John  Gunschman  was 
purchased  for  $250  and  served  as  a school 
until  1873.  Schnarr 

* 1870-72:  Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  here  - 
months  3/9/6 

* 1873-German-language  instruction  reported 
by  Pearce,  also  in  1874  and  1875 

* 1873-Brick  school  house  built.  It  was  a one 
room  school  with  a hall  or  cloak  room  across 
the  front  of  the  school  and  a wood  shed 
attached  to  the  back.  Heating  was  provided  by 
a large  wood  burning  space  heating  furnace  at 
the  back  of  the  classroom.  Water  was  carried 
from  a neighbor’s  well  across  the  street  and 
pumped  into  a 10  gallon  granite  tank  with  2 
handles  and  a tap.  Two  outhouses  were  at  the 


back  of  the  school  property.  The  older  boys 
had  to  keep  the  furnace  going  and  carry  the 
water. 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:"A  neat  little  brick 
school  house,  built  in  1873,  but  nothing  in 
keeping  with  it.  Grounds  not  fenced  in. 

Rubbish  stewed  round  in  every  direction.  The 
miserable  old  fashioned  desks,  some  8 or  10 
feet  long,  on  which  the  boys  plied  their  jack 
knives  in  the  old  school  house  for  many  a 
year,  continue  to  do  service  in  the  new 
building.  But  all  this  could  be  overlooked  if 
the  school  was  progressing.  We  have  perhaps 
as  low,  but  certainly  nothing  lower  in  the 
County.  The  people  might  almost  as  well  throw 
their  money  away,  for  they  have  got  no  return 
for  it  for  some  years.  The  teacher  employed 
during  the  year  could  and  would  have  done 
something  towards  raising  the  school,  had  she 
not  been  discouraged  by  interference.  In  Mr 
J.L.  Erb  the  school  had  one  friend.  I regret 
that  he  is  about  to  remove  from  the  place. 
Teacher  reports  that  the  Trustees  never 
visited  the  school." 

* 1875-Pearce’s  report:"A  change  for  the 
better  here.  New  outfit  of  desks,  maps  &; 
grounds  improved.  Scholarship  was  so  very  low 
that  considerable  time  will  elapse  before 

even  "middling"  can  be  reported.  Present 
indications  are  good,  however." 

* 1923-first  bell  and  tower  (KWR  8 June  1987) 

* 1924-lessons  taught  in  English,  "the 
generation  before  me  taught  classes  in  the 
German  language.  I and  many  others  could  not 
speak  any  English  when  we  started  school.  We 
spoke  Pennsylvania  German  at  home  and  in  the 
neighbourhood.  From  the  day  I started  school, 
we  spoke  more  English  at  home"  (Howard 
Schnarr- there  were  5 children  in  his  grade). 
Ellen  Stroh  was  principal  of  Erbsville  School 
from  1920  to  1927. 

* 1934-the  Board  of  Trustees  purchased  2 
quarter-acre  lots  from  Henry  Vogel  and 


Reinhardt  Priess,  so  the  school  board  now 
owned  an  entire  acre. 

* 1948-Mr  Abe  Metzger  started  driving 
children  to  school  in  his  own  1929  Chevy.  He 
drove  children  in  progressively  bigger  buses 
for  nearly  25  years  (Photos  in  Erbsville, 
p.ll) 

* 1955-"Schools  is  becoming  overcrowded.  Land 
is  not  the  best  for  agricultural  purposes  but 

if  residential  subdivisions  are  allowed  it 
would  be  best  to  establish  a minimum  of  house 
value  to  provide  plenty  of  assessment  for 
future  school  expansion"  (KWR  summary  of 
planning  report) 

* 1959- 1960-brick  schoolhouse  demolished  and 
a new  school  built 

* 1963-2  room  addition 

* June  1987-school  closed;  the  opening  of 
Beech  wood  West  (Mary  Johnston)  public  school 
made  the  Erbsville  school  unnecessary  and  the 
students  faced  busing  to  Empire  public 
school;  there  was  some  talk  about  using  it  as 
an  English-only  school  as  an  alternative  to 
French  immersion  but  it  didn’t  work  out. 

* school  used  as  the  Erbsville  Outdoor 
Education  Centre  (KPL  vf  Erbsville  Public 
School) 

Note:  1917  photo  of  school  on  p.9  of 
Erbsville  Public  School 
Sources:  The  Schnarrs  from  Erbsville, 

1853-1992  by  Howard  Schnarr;  S.S.  #10, 
Erbsville  Public  School  1859-1987;VF 
Erbsville  Public  School 
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HESPELER  PUBLIC  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Tp,  SS  26,  Hespeler 
Opened  1842 

Location:  First  location  uncertain 

* Kribs  St 

* 300  Winston  Blvd 
Milestones:  cl830-"probably  a school 

started"  (Hodgins  v.2,  p.27) 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* Miss  Christie  Witmer  recalls  cl850  "two 
school  buildings  before  the  one  which  was 
first  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the  present 
school.  These  were  a log  cabin  on  Queen 
Street,  about  400  yards  east  of  where  Miss 
Witmer  now  lives,  and  the  building  now 
occupied  on  Cooper  Street  by  the  Hespeler 
corps  of  the  Salvation  Army.  The  log  cabin 
was  in  use  for  sporadic  teaching  from 
approximately  1845  to  1855...it  was  about 
1855  that  the  school  children  were  taught  in 
the  wooden  building  on  Cooper  Street,  and 
this  served  for  several  years,  the  school 
later  being  moved  to  a building  erected  on 
the  southwest  comer  of  the  present  school 
grounds.  This  was  dismantled  in  the  early 
80s,  and  in  1883  plans  were  laid  for  a new 
building"  (Galt  Reporter  29  May  1926;  article 
by  R.H.  Knowles  in  Hespeler  Incorporation 
Souvenir  number,  Galt  Reporter  1 January 
1901) 

* 1854-"An  L-shaped  3 room  school  house,  the 
first  Hespeler  Public  School  is  erected.  The 
school’s  first  few  years  prove  somewhat 
unstable  with  5 different  men  holding  the 
position  of  school  principal  during  the 
school’s  first  10  years"  (Quantrell,  Time 
Frames) 

* 1859-Hespeler  incorporated  as  a village, 
and  "as  the  boundaries  of  the  village,  as  set 
out  in  the  proclamation,  placed  the  village 
almost  in  the  centre  of  S.S.26  in  the 
Township  of  Waterloo,  it  was  more  convenient 
for  the  children  of  that  original  school 


section  to  attend  the  school  in  Hespeler" 
(Winfield  Brewster  in  Hodgins  v.2,  p.27). 
Thenceforth,  Hespeler  school  serves  Hespeler 
itself  "and  SS#26  of  the  Township  of  Hespeler 
in  union  with  Hespeler  (Brewster  collection, 
file  A991.211.241) 

* 1864-"In  the  year  1864,  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  between  the  Township  of 
Waterloo,  the  village  of  Hespeler,  the  school 
board,  and  the  local  superintendent  of  the 
two  municipalities,  whereby  Union  SS  26  was 
attached  to  Hespeler.  About  this  time  (1865, 
according  to  the  Tweedsmuir)  what  was  known 
as  the  old  school  house  was  built,  which  did 
service  until  1883"  Winfield  Brewster.  So  the 
schoolhouse  for  S.S.26  would  appear  to  be 
Hespeler  Central  School  and  the  Hespeler 
School  Board  would  appear  to  be  in  charge. 

* 1865-Andrew  J.  Brewster  named  principal  of 
Hespeler  Public  School,  a position  he  held 
until  his  resignation  in  1876  (Quantrell, 

Time  Frames) 

* 1875-Pearce  reports:  The  Hespeler  Public 
School  made  fair  progress  dining  the  year. 
Order  and  discipline  are  excellent; 
management  is  second  to  none.  The  tone  of  the 
school  is  above  average,  the  pupils  being 
always  in  excellent  spirits  and  anxious  to  do 
well  at  my  examinations." 

* 1877-1900-Mr  R.H.  Knowles  principal  of 
Hespeler  Public  School 

* 1883-new  2-room  building  started.  Council 
passed  bylaw  #34  authorizing  the  raising  of 
$4,000  to  pay  for  the  building  of  a new 
school  house  and  "appendages  thereto" 
(Quantrell,  Time  Frames) 

* 1893-additions  to  school 

* 1900-1931-Mr  J.D.  Ramsay  principal  of 
Hespeler  Public  School 

* 1904-more  additions 

* 1910-school  had  10  rooms,  one  used  as  a 
kindergarten,  heated  by  low-pressure  steam, 
and  with  good  equipment  including  fire 


escapes.  Situated  on  a 3-acre  property. 

* 1954-5-room  addition 

* 1964-Brewster  Auditorium 

* 1965-4-room  addition 

* 1967-the  next  school  built,  Centennial 
School,  wasn’t  opened  until  1959  and 
naturally  wasn’t  given  a school  section 
number,  the  areas  having  been  established  a 
decade  before 

* 1982-old  school  demolished  and  new  one 
built  on  Winston  Boulevard 

Note:  "the  records  of  the  Hespeler  School 
Board,  which  through  the  kindness  of  Mr  M.E. 
Jar  dine,  the  present  secretary,  have  been 
made  available  to  me,  go  back  to  1857.  From 
them  we  learn  that  the  following  named 
principals,  together  with  one  to  three 
assistants,  had  charge  of  Hespeler  School 
from  1857  to  1864  inclusive,  viz-Robert 
Bannock,  Robert  Brydon,  John  Mickleborough, 
S.P.  Ford  and  D.J.  McDonald.  The  Misses  Bell, 
Chaloner  and  Whete  were  the  assistants"  (R.H. 
Knowles,  WHS  1927  15:297) 

* W.C.  Shaw  was  the  representative  of  SS  26 
for  over  25  years  on  the  Hespeler  Public 
School  Board. 

Sources:  Hespeler  Tweedsmuir  history;  WHS27; 
The  establishment  of  schools  and  colleges  in 
Ontario,  1792-1910;  Galt  Reporter  1901  and 
1926;  Quantrell,  Time  Frames;  KPL  VF 
Hespeler  Public  School.  Cambridge  Archives  has 
daily  register  for  January-August  1886,  when 
Ella  Graham  was  teacher.  Brewster  Collection 
has  volume  with  register  for  1878-1880,  with 
lists  of  officers,  trustees,  principals  and 
teachers,  and  financial  summary  from 
1857-1920  (including  details  of  funds 
contributed  by  Hespeler  and  Waterloo 
Township). 
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KOSSUTH  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  16,  Kossuth/Reist’s 
Opened;  cl 844 
Closed;  1961 

Location;  Adjoins  the  Ranchlands  Golf  Club 
on  the  north  side  and  directly  across  from  it 
is  the  Brooksfield  Golf  Course  (1965); 
airport  road  2 miles  west  of  highway  24  in 
the  Kitchener-Galt-Guelph  triangle 
Milestones;  1844- Wellington  District  Council 
approved  50  pounds  for  log  schoolhouse 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852; 
section  included  later  Crossin’s/Vance 
section,  but  separated  by  1870 

* 1855-new  school  cost  250  pounds  (WTC 
minutes) 

* 1875-Pearce’s  report:  "School  in  a very 
prosperous  condition,  considering  the  large 
number  of  pupils  in  charge  of  one  teacher. 

All  other  schools  in  the  County  with  an 
attendance  equal  to  this  have  provided 
assistance.  The  Trustees  plead  poverty,  and 
it  must  be  admitted,  with  some  show  of 
reason." 

* 1893-new  stone  school  for  $1,000  allowed  in 
bylaw 

* 1955-"is  slightly  overcrowded  and  it  is 
expected  another  room  will  be  needed  to  take 
care  of  expected  population  growth  along  the 
highways  in  the  area.  Farmlands  should  be 
maintained  as  far  as  possible,  however"  (KWR 
summary  of  planning  report) 

* 1957-plaque  erected  on  the  school  by 
Hungarian  Presbyterians  in  honor  of  Louis 
Kossuth.  The  school  is  the  only  vestige  of 
the  village. 

* 1961-Sold  to  the  Hungarian  Home  Club  of 
Waterloo- Wellington  by  School  Area  #1. 

* c.May/June  1962-School  Area  3 formed  by 
secession  from  School  Area  1 by  residents  of 
Vance  and  Kossuth.  Carl  Ellis  was  the 
chairman  of  the  ratepayers’  committee  of  the 
two  revolting  school  sections. 


* 1962-School  Area  3 Board,  formed  by  Vance 
and  Kossuth,  tried  to  buy  the  school  back  to 
ease  the  overcrowding  at  Vance.  One  newspaper 
article  stated  that  the  club  bought  the 

school  for  $22,000  and  offered  to  sell  it 
back  for  5,000  more.  Another  newspaper 
article  said  that  they  paid  $5,000  and  then 
asked  for  $27,000.  At  any  rate,  School  Area  3 
considered  expropriating  the  building  but 
found  it  would  be  cheaper  to  build  a new 
school  than  pay  $27,000  (Carl  Ellis  quoted). 

The  Hungarian  club  reported  in  July  1962  that 
an  unnamed  group  of  Vance  and  Kossuth 
residents  had  prevented  them  from  entering 
the  school  and  threatened  to  burn  it  down. 

* 1965-Club  facilities  extended 

Sources;  Jubilee  Tweedsmuir  has  photos  of 
the  classes  of  1925  and  1955,  with  a photo  of 
the  school  in  1937;  KPL  vf  Kossuth;  see  Galt 
Evening  Reporter  article,  3 June  1965  for 
photo.  Some  registers  at  WatCBE. 
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LEXINGTON  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  18,  Lexington 

Opened:  1850 

Closed:  1984  (reopened  1993) 

Location:  West  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
Grand  River  to  GCT61  - Hillside  Drive  in 
1990s 

* Kaufman  Drive  and  Lexington  Road 
Milestones:  1850,  May  11-Township  Clerk  D.S. 

Shoemaker  requested  leading  citizens,  John 
Wissler,  Samuel  Weaver  and  Levi  Erb  to  call 
first  school  meeting  in  Section  28  and  elect 
"three  fit  and  proper  persons  as  School 
Trustees."  April  petition  by  Wissler  had  been 
opposed  by  Isaac  Weaver.  Meeting  was  held  28 
May  1850  with  John  Pearce  as  chair.  SS  28 
consisted  of  GCT  lots  62,  64,  66,  67  and 
lands  of  John  Wissler  and  D.  Erb. 

* 1850-William  Henry  Ruby  was  the  first 
teacher  and  John  Wissler,  Jacob  Martin  and 
Samuel  Weber  were  the  first  trustees  (then  SS 
28)-appointed  for  6 months  at  1.5  pounds  per 
month  and  Boarding  and  Washing  from  2 April 
1850;  reappointed  for  6 months  in  October 
1850  at  45  pounds  a year  and  "to  find  him 
with  Boarding  and  Washing"  (Lexington 
Tweedsmuir) 

* 1851-52-the  records  changed  from  English  to 
Canadian  money  except  in  a few  cases.  NOT 
included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852. 

* 1854-SS  18  which  by  1861  consisted  of  GCT 
lots  61,  62,  64,  65,  66,  125N,  pt  7 and  pt 

12. 

* 1857-part  of  GCT66  sold  by  Salome  and 
Henry  Weber  to  school  trustees  Samuel  Weber, 
Daniel  Wismer,  and  John  Stroh  for  a dollar,  the 
school  now  referred  to  as  SS  18.  Log  school 

30  ft  by  30  ft,  valued  at  $30  on  3/4  acre. 

* 1858-Name  Lexington  used  in  Waterloo 
Township  Council  minutes 

* 1861-"moved  by  Dietrich  Shubach,  seconded 
by  Andrew  Swint  that  the  school  shall  be  free 
for  the  year  1861  - carried." 


* 1866  (8  Feb)-I.L.  Bowman  remarked  that  the 
new  desks  add  much  to  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

* 1867  (26  Sept)-  teacher  Robert  Buchanan 
leaves  the  school,  humbly  wishing  that  the 
school  be  more  regularly  attended. 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  "This  school  is  doing 
not  much." 

* 1878-one  of  five  Waterloo  Township  schools 
listed  by  Pearce  as  giving  school  instruction 
in  German.  The  others  were  #s  7,9,13,25  in 
1878;  seven  in  all  at  any  time  between  1873 
and  1881.  Lexington,  New  Germany  and 
Bearinger’s  the  only  schools  with  German 
reported  in  all  8 years  by  Pearce/McKegney 

* 1892-White  brick  school  with  basement  built 
for  $835  by  Henry  Holle  carpenter,  William  H. 
Loebsack  mason  and  Jonas  Knechtel  architect. 
(After  its  replacement  in  1955,  tt  was  later 
converted  into  a home).  But  note:  Bylaw  651 
of  1894  allowed  $1,200  to  be  spent. 

* Jacob  Rudy,  who  attended  Lexington 
1902-1904  "fondly  recalls  lunch  hours  when 
students  would  eat  quickly  and  then  hurry  to 
Kaufman’s  Flats  to  fish,  often  returning  late 
for  afternoon  classes"  (Waterloo  Chronicle 
13/6/1984;  KPL  vf  Lexington  Public  School) 

* In  1928  many  of  the  younger  pupils  could 
speak  only  German,  and  teacher  Irene  Brown 
used  older  children  as  interpreters  since  she 
knew  no  German 

* 1955-$40,000  new  2-room  school  opened  at 
Kaufman  Drive  and  Lexington  Road  (Forest 
Lawn  Road)  replacing  the  1892  building  which 
was  converted  to  a home  (photo  in  Waterloo 
Chronicle  13/6/1984) 

* 1958-additions 

* 1963-additions 

* 1966-designated,  with  Breslau  and  Doon 
schools,  as  one  of  three  senior  public 
schools  for  the  whole  township 

* 1984-school  (with  6 rooms  by  now)  closed 
because  it  was  too  small  and  didn’t  have  a 


gym  or  library.  The  pupils  were  sent  to 
Bridgeport  school  which  had  plenty  of  extra 
space  and  was  threatened  with  closure  through 
lack  of  pupils.  It  was  felt  that  a higher 
quality  of  education  would  be  made  available 
at  Bridgeport.  There  were  also  problems  with 
the  sewage  disposal  system.  There  was  a 
reunion  and  strawberry  social  in  June  1984  at 
which  there  was  a display  of  old  class 
photographs  and  a slide  presentation  prepared 
by  the  Lexington  Tweedsmuir  History  Group. 

* 1986-Waterloo  County  Separate  School  Board 
decided  against  asking  to  buy  Lexington 
School 

* 1992-announcement  made  that  the  school  will 
re-open  in  Sept.  1993  with  an  $1.8  million 
addition  that  will  give  it  more  classrooms, 

an  administration  area,  library,  jr 
kindergarten,  change  rooms  and  gym.  The 
school  will  be  reopened  because  of  crowding 
at  Northdale  and  Bridgeport  schools  (KPL  vf 
Lexington  Public  School) 

* 1993,  Nov  18-school  officially  re-opened 
Sources:  Lexington  Tweedsmuir;  History  of 

Lexington  School  (typed  transcriptions  of 
minutes);  KPL  vf  Lexington  Public  School, 
Waterloo  Chronicle  13/6/1984;  a few  registers 
held  by  WatCBE 
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MACKENZIE  KING  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  29,  Mackenzie  King 
Opened  1925 

Location;  Dan  Culp’s  farm  bordering  on 
Highway  7 (now  Frederick  St),  one  mile  from 
Kitchener  city  limits.  Site  part  of  Lloyd 
Erb’s  farm  by  1937. 

* Natchez  Road,  just  south  of 
Victoria/Highway  7. 

Milestones:  1925,  March  25-Ratepayers  of  SS 
29  met  in  old  school  house  at  Natchez  to 
elect  a new  School  Board.  At  meeting  three 
days  later,  they  decided  on  a site  for  new 
schoolhouse,  the  SE  corner  of  Dan  Kulp’s 
property  on  the  Kitchener-Breslau  Highway 
known  as  Highway  7.  The  section  defined  in 
By-law  134,  with  a plan  attached  marking  the 
boundaries  in  red.  For  several  year,  the 
Natchez  schoolhouse  (SS  6),  had  been 
overcrowded,  so  the  ratepayers  decided  that 
the  school  section  should  be  split  into  east 
and  west  halves.  The  contractor  was  C.  Forler 
from  Philipsburg.  Another  name  considered  for 
the  school  was  Wayside  Highway.  First  board 
and  building  committee  members  were  A.L. 
Shantz  (owner  of  Rosemount  Dairies),  John 
Riehl  and  Oliver  Betzner.  The  building  was 
"erected  so  as  to  conform  to  the  most  modem 
of  rural  schools"-including  4 inside 
chemical  toilets,  two  inside  pumps  and  wells, 
individual  paper  towels,  6 outside  swings  and 
a teeter  for  small  children.  "An  added 
feature  was  the  equipping  of  a primer  room 
similar  to  city  schools.  This  room  has  small 
tables  and  chairs."  One  thing  it  didn’t  have 
was  hydro-students  remember  Christmas 
concerts  with  lamps  or  lanterns  in  every 
window.  Trees  and  shrubs  were  planted  before 
the  building  committee  dissolved  at  the  end 
of  1925.  Thereafter  annual  meetings  of 
ratepayers  are  recorded  in  the  minutes. 

* 1925-school  opened  three  weeks  late  with  48 
pupils  enrolled.  Lorene  Shantz  was  the  first 


teacher,  daughter  of  A.L.  Shantz,  trustee. 
There  were  15  teachers  from  1925  to  1954. 
School  section  board  minutes  (at  WatCBE)  list 
the  48  founding  pupils  when  school  opened  22 
September  1925.  Their  family  addresses  were 
on  Frederick  St,  Belleview  St,  RR3,  and  Edna 
St. 

* 1927-maple  trees  and  shrubs  were  planted 

* 1928,  July-over  100  applicants  for  new 
teacher’s  job.  Miss  Akins  of  Milverton  with  6 
yrs  experience  was  appointed  at  $1100. 
Electricity  is  mentioned  in  Nov.  1928  but 
still  not  implemented  in  later  1943  because 
of  wartime  restrictions 

* 1936-furnace  rebuilt 

* 1939-King  George  VI  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
came  to  Kitchener.  The  children  lined  up  at 
the  tracks  just  behind  the  school  but  were 
very  disappointed  as  the  royals  stayed  inside 
the  train  when  they  passed. 

* 1942-music  introduced  by  Kathleen  Snider; 
flagpole  erected 

* 1943-44-the  school  was  too  crowded  with  46 
students.  Mrs  Bernice  Dahmer  Fredericks 
remembers  being  included  in  a group  of 
students  sent  to  Suddaby  School  because  of 
the  overcrowding.  "We  hated  the  students 
there.  We  cried  all  the  time  so  they  had  to 
send  us  all  back  to  Mackenzie  King"  (History 
of  Mackenzie  King  Public  School) 

* May  8,  1945-VE  day-school  closed  early 
following  a Thanksgiving  prayer 

* 1945-new  hot  air  furnace  put  in 

* 1947-visit  by  Prime  Minister  Mackenzie  King 
during  the  Agricultural  Field  Day 

* By  late  1948,  pressure  of  space  prompted 
special  meeting  in  February  1949,  at  which 
board  proposed  buying  another  acre  and  a 
conversion  costing  $3,500.  Supported  at 
special  meeting  July  1949;  but  did  not 
proceed  for  reasons  explained  at  annual 
meeting  in  Dec.  1949  but  not  reported,  when 
voted  for  alterations  costing  up  to  $30,000. 


* 1953,  8 Dec-special  meeting  decided  to  move 
to  new  location  on  Natchez  Road,  as  fairly 
central,  accessible,  quite  suitable  for 
building  and  "annexation  by  the  City  of 
Kitchener  was  felt  to  be  very  unlikely." 

$45,000  was  voted  for  new  2-room  school. 

* 1954-school  on  Frederick  Street  became  a 
junior  school  while  the  newly  built  Mackenzie 
King  was  a senior  school.  By  end  of  1954,  two 
schools  being  used;  old  school  was  sold  by 
August  1955,  when  Mr  Bingeman  Jr  suggested 
starting  a complete  bus  system. 

* 1955-"The  new  school  should  be  big  enough 
to  provide  facilities  for  double  the  number 

of  pupils  expected  in  five  years.  Commercial 
and  industrial  development  should  balance  the 
increased  pupil  population"  (KWR  summary  of 
planning  report) 

* 1955-school  closed  and  children  bused  to 
new  school  on  Natchez  Road,  RR  #3,  Kitchener 
where  the  population  was  going.  "For  the  past 
year  this  school  section  has  been  operating 
two  schools,  with  about  30  pupils  in  each, 
despite  the  fact  that  one  fully  equipped  room 

in  the  new  school  had  been  vacant  for  the 
entire  year"  (KWR  11  Aug  1955).  Mr  H.L. 
Franks,  Secretary-Treasurer  said  that  "at  the 
end  I was  handling  up  to  $350  per  year  from 
taxes  to  run  this  school.  That  is  why  the 
City  wanted  to  annex  the  area  and  take 
control  of  that  money"  (page  4 of  handwritten 
pages).  A newspaper  article  from  1955 
mentioned  the  question  of  safety  for 
children.  Gravel  trucks  were  estimated  to 
pass  every  one  and  a half  minutes  during  the 
day  along  Highway  7,  in  addition  to  trucks 
going  to  Kitchener  stockyards  and  business 
district.  There  had  been  one  fatality  and  two 
injuries  on  the  highway  in  1955  (KWR  11  Aug 
1955) 

* In  late  1957,  concern  at  loss  of  36.5  per 
cent  of  assessment  because  of  annexation, 
affecting  tax  levies  and  grants.  At  this 
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time,  discontinued  school  bus  which  had 
served  the  children  switched  to  City  schools 
with  annexation.  Concern  about  traffic  - need 
for  push-button  stop  light  at  Natchez  and  Hwy 
7. 

* 1958-The  Boy  Scouts  of  North  Waterloo 
District  bought  old  school  for  their 
headquarters  and  the  school  bell  is  used  as  a 
dinner  bell  at  Camp  Everton,  near  Guelph.  The 
stamp  on  an  article  "School  is  bought  for 
Scout  use"  is  March  13,  1958,  but  a 
handwritten  chronology  gives  the  date  as  1961 
(KPL  vf  Mackenzie  King  Public  School) 

* 1963-2  new  classrooms  added  at  cost  of 
$30,000 

* 1970-2nd  addition  including  staff  room, 
offices,  library  and  gym 

* 1977-first  reunion 

* 1981-addition  made  to  front  and  side  of  Boy 
Scout  headquarters  at  old  Mackenzie  King 
school. 

* 1982-money  approved  for  walkway  from 
Rosemount  area  to  Mackenzie  King  School 

* 1990-2nd  reunion 

Note:  The  school  cheer  for  competitions  went 
like  this:  1 - 2 - 3 - 4 what  do  we  yell 
for?/  SS  29  well  I guess/  MacKenzie  King 
School/  Yes  yes  yes/  Stand  us  on  our  head/ 
stand  us  on  our  feet/  School  section  29/ 

Can’t  be  beat  (History  of  Mackenzie  King 
Public  School) 

Sources:  History  of  Mackenzie  King  Public 
School  provided  most  information  but  minutes 
from  1925  to  1963  (at  WatCBE)  are  good;  KPL 
vf  Mackenzie  King  Public  School 
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MAPLE  GROVE  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  20,  Maple  Grove 
Opened;  1850 
Closed;  1989 

Location:  Maple  Grove  Road  and  Speedsville 
Road 

Milestones;  Bylaw  7,  Feb.  1848  (Wellington 
District)  as  new  SS  27,  defined  as  E half  of 
Lots  28,  29,  30,  31,  32  of  BBF,  whole  of  lots 
10,11,12,13  and  W halves  of  lots  8 and  9 in 
Cone.  1,  and  whole  of  lots  10,  11,  12,  13  in 
Cone  2;  assessed  L35  in  1847  and  L33  in  1848 
for  school  house. 

* Earlier  log  building  located  on  small  wedge 
of  land,  wider  at  bridge  and  narrowing  to 
about  the  farmer’s  lane,  had  belonged  to  farm 
across  Maple  Grove  Road  (evidence  remained  in 
early  20th  century  in  a few  lilacs,  shrubs 

and  small  trees) 

* 1850-main  school  building  built  of  stone, 
one  room  that  was  occasionally  divided;  site 
was  purchased  from  Henry  Wanner  for  a dollar. 
Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  April-Sept  1850. 

* Not  included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852  but 
perhaps  SS27? 

* 1854-section  defined  more  extensively  than 
in  1848 

* 1858-Galt-Guelph  branch  of  GWR  formed  SE 
boundary  of  school  section 

* 1875-brick  wing  added  to  the  east,  built 
largely  by  boys  about  16-18  who  came  to 
school  mostly  in  the  winter.  Miss  Keziah 
Martin  was  the  first  teacher  in  the  new  part 
of  the  building. 

* 1875-Pearce’s  report:"Accommodation  now 
very  superior.  Not  surpassed  by  any  Rural 
Section  in  the  county.  A commodious  addition 
was  built  during  the  year  and  a new  outfit  of 
the  most  approved  style  of  desks  and 
furniture  put  in  both  departments.  Although 
the  people  of  the  Section  generally  seemed  to 
vie  with  each  other  in  pushing  forward  the 
extensive  and  expensive  improvements  of  the 


year,  yet  I believe  it  will  not  be  considered 
invidious  to  mention,  in  connection  with  this 
good  work,  the  name  of  Isaac  Clemens,  Esq., 
who  was  undoubtedly  the  leading  spirit.  In 
scholarship  very  marked  progress  was  made 
during  the  year." 

* 1889-exterior  and  interior  views  from  Maple 
Grove  Tweedsmuir  history  reproduced  in 
Bloomfield  (1995),  p.242 

* cl914-Enan  Hunsperger  who  "went  to  school 
to  learn  English"  remembers  the  school 
getting  a new  wooden  fence  when  a candle 
burning  inside  a great  pile  of  leaves  (in 
which  the  children  played  as  a leaf  house) 
caught  fire:  the  school  was  evacuated  and 
they  had  to  haul  pails  of  water  from  the 

well.  The  smoke  was  seen  by  Mr  Doehn  on  the 
Harlock  farm  (Cambridge  Times  21  Sept  1983) 

* cl915-grouped  with  neighbouring  schools  in 
school  fair  district  - Clearview,  Pine  Grove, 
Riverbank,  Breslau,  Kossuth,  Vance,  Shantz 
Station.  School  fairs,  children  were  given 
seeds  from  Dept  of  Ag  in  spring  with  specific 
instructions  as  to  size  of  plots  which  were 
inspected  in  summer.  Competitions  among  7 or 
so  area  schools,  also  drills,  writing, 

sewing,  baking  woodworking;  later  also 
baseball. 

* Della  Groh,  who  taught  42  years,  was  at 
Maple  Grove  around  1917-1920s,  then  moved  to 
Preston  Central.  She  remembers  school 
trustees  Dan  Beaver,  secy  for  many  years, 

also  Edwin  Moyer,  Lawrence  Snyder,  Bert 
Markle,  Thomas  Armstrong,  Alfred  Toletzki. 
Also  the  8,  10,  12,  14  and  16-cent  readers 
that  pupils  purchased  and  later  the  school 
provided.  Atlas,  grammar  and  composition 
book,  arithmetic  from  basics  to  senior  4th, 
writing  and  copy  books.  Had  to  upgrade 
starting  qualification  of  2nd  class 
certificate  from  Hamilton  Normal  to  1st  class 
certificate.  Went  to  summer  courses  in  Parry 
Sound,  Kingston  and  London,  while  other 


teachers  did  correspondence  courses. 

Teachers’  convention  in  October  meant  a 
holiday  for  1-2  days;  one  year  they  went  to 
Detroit  to  observe  U.S.  methods,  another  year 
concerned  with  superannuation 

* 1917-1920s-Edna  (Hunsperger)  Bowman 
recalls  starting  school  at  Easter  1917,  with  Della 
Groh  teaching  50-60  pupils  in  all  grades 
(Della’s  starting  salary  was  $650  p.a.). 

Beginners  might  start  about  Easter  to  become 
used  to  school  discipline.  Inspector  Norman 
gave  a half-holiday  twice  a year;  Dr  Scott 
Hogg  was  Medical  Officer;  Mr  Henhoeffer 
tested  water  and  inspected  toilets;  small 
injuries  were  sent  across  the  road  to  Mrs 
Hunsperger.  Lunch  boxes  contained  brown 
bread  spread  with  honey  and  lard,  meat  or 
summer  sausage;  apple  butter  most  common; 
coffee  in  catsup  bottle;  peanut  butter  came  later. 
Honey  pails  were  used  as  lunch  boxes;  a 
common  cup  was  chained  to  pump  but  in  late 
1920s  children  got  their  own  cups.  Most 
pupils  walked  to  school,  as  far  as  2.5  miles; 

Alma  Gray’s  "school  bus"  or  Ford  touring  car 
came  through  Beaverdale  picking  up  Bessie  and 
as  many  others.  Earlier  James  Hilbom  might 
have  brought  team  and  sleigh  to  pick  up 
Speedsville  pupils.  Schools  closed  for  1918 
epidemic;  serious  chickenpox  approaching 
smallpox  not  diagnosed  by  Dr  Thompson  (KPL 
vf  Maple  Grove  School  which  includes  "My 
Maple  Grove  days"  by  Edna  Bowman,  1990) 

* 1918-Shed  to  accommodate  6 horses  built  on 
school  grounds 

* 1924-Basement  added  to  hold  new  heating 
equipment  as  well  as  winter  play  space. 

Pupils  remember  joy  of  being  able  to  bake 
initialled  potatoes  or  apples. 

* 1925-school  grounds  enlarged  by  40  feet  on 
the  west  side  of  the  depth  of  premises  to 
facilitate  planting  of  trees  and  a space  for 
school  gardens 

* 1927-31-school  taught  by  Oscar  Stager,  who 
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was  given  the  choice  by  trustees  to  divide 
his  class  of  more  than  50  students  into  2 
classes  or  giving  him  an  extra  $100  to  teach 
the  big  class.  Stager  took  the  money  (KWR  20 
May  1982) 

* cl930-according  to  Edna  Bowman,  school 
section  treasurer,  finding  that  he  had  a 
healthy  balance,  declined  the  municipal  grant 
one  year  in  depression 

* 1933-Hydro  installed 

* 1943,  Dec  23-School  formed  part  of  School 
Area  1 

* 1950-photo  of  pupils  with  Eben  Cressman, 
teacher,  reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995), 
p.338 

* 1951,  July  1-2-Centennial  reunion,  with 
commemorative  history  of  the  school  and 
locality  written  by  Enan  and  Adna  Hunsperger. 
"Maple  Grove  centennial  reunion"  lists  all 
known  Maple  Grove  teachers. 

* 1953-annex  built  on  the  rear  for  washrooms 
and  cloakrooms.  A new  forced-air  heating 
system  and  pressure  water  system  were  also 
installed. 

* 1955-"A  new  school  has  been  approved  to 
take  care  of  population  increase.  A third 
room  will  be  necessary  by  1960.  Industrial 
development  is  foreseen"  (KWR  summary  of 
planning  report) 

* 1956,  May  18-official  opening  of  brick 
addition  replacing  1875  stone  addition  on  the 
east  side,  by  Jenkins  & Wright,  architects 

* cl950s-Alma  Gray  (Mrs  Thomas  Hagan)  of  St 
George  presented  the  Maple  Grove  Centennial 
executive  with  a pastel  picture  of  the 

school.  She  had  been  a teacher  there  1923-25. 
She  claimed  that  she  drove  the  first  school 
bus  because  she  picked  up  so  many  pupils  in 
her  model-T  on  the  way  to  school.  An  acre  of 
land  and  a donation  towards  new  stage 
curtains  were  also  bought  with  the  balance  of 
125  dollars  in  the  centennial  fund. 

* 1962-another  brick  addition  brought  the 


number  of  classrooms  to  6 

* 1964-20-30  Club  of  Maple  Grove  School  was 
formed  by  Alma  Hagan.  Alumni,  mostly  from 
the  1920s  and  30s,  gathered  annually. 

* 1980-five  full-time  teachers,  a principal 
and  a speech  teacher  and  amenities  so  that 
"students  now  dry  wet  winter  clothes  in  a 
dryer  rather  than  throwing  them  on  top  of  a 
hot  furnace  in  the  comer  of  their  classroom" 

* 1983-plaque  commemorating  Maple  Grove  as 
the  oldest  school  hi  continuous  use  in 
Waterloo  Region 

* 1989-school  closed  and  students  went  to 
Silver  Heights  Public  School  in  Hespeler. 
Enrolment  had  been  declining  slowly  since 
1981,  but  increased  traffic  and  possible 
"chemical  fumes  from  Toyota”  were  also  cited 
by  objectors.  It  was  said  to  be  lacking 
proper  washroom,  library  and  gym.  The  school 
was  considered  as  possible  site  for  new 
education  museum,  but  was  then  being  used  as 
a staff  development  centre,  saving  money  that 
otherwise  would  have  been  spent  on  renting 
facilities  (Cambridge  Times  20  May  1992) 

* 1989  reunion  attended  by  former  teachers: 
Helen  Robinson  Lambke  1966-69;  Norma 
Dettweiler  1964-69;  Marion  Woods  1959-63; 
Betty  Jane  Rose  1959-62;  John  and  Grma 
Blackwell  1946-48;  Eben  Cressman  1948-52; 
Janice  Lambke  Snider  1957;  Joyce  Deekert 
Witmer  1952-  ; Oscar  Stager  1927-31 

Note:  Summary  of  former  teachers:  Mrs 
Moreland  1908-11;  Miss  Buchner  1914;  Mrs 
Baird  (Senior  class)  and  Miss  Schwindt;  1916 
Mrs  B.  and  May  Clemens;  1917-18  Mr  Bricker 
(1  room);  1917-1920  Della  Groh;  1922  Martha 
Hipel;  1923  Miss  Love  and  Miss  Lawrence; 
1924-5  Miss  Gray  and  Miss  Hortop;  1926  Miss 
Hortop  (one  room);  1927-31  Oscar  Stager  (one 
room);  1932  Miss  Checkley  (4  months);  1932-33 
(16  mos)  Betty  Klockman;  1934-46  Reg.  Parker; 
from  1943  junior  room  teachers  were  Phyllis 
Ziegler,  Viola  Kennedy,  Ernest  Thick©!,  Joy 


Milner.  1947  Mr  and  Mrs  John  Blackwell; 
1948-52  Eben  Cressman  and  Helen  Wiebe; 
1952-56  Mrs  Harlock  and  Joyce  Deekert;  1957 
Janice  Lambke  Jr;  1958  Abe  Pankrantz  Sr  and 
Emma  Snyder  Jr. 

* School  used  for  community  events,  notably 
Maple  Grove  Farmers’  Club 
Sources:  1951  souvenir  booklet  which 
contains  a 1st  of  known  Maple  Grove 
teachers;  KPL  vf  Maple  Grove  School 
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MARTIN’S  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township  USS  21,  Martin’s 
Opened  by  1852 
Closed.  June  1972 

Location:  RR  #1,  Waterloo;  GCT9,  on  the 
township  line  of  Waterloo  and  Woolwich,  the 
girls’  side  of  the  school  being  in  Waterloo, 
the  boys’  in  Woolwich 
Milestones:  Included  in  Ahrens  account  for 
1852;  defined  in  1854  bylaw 

* 1856-60:  Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  here  - 
2/12/12/12/12  months 

* cl860-frame  building  (30  by  60,  valued  at 
$600  in  1861)  constructed  a few  feet  from  the 
present  building.  Most  of  the  classes  were  in 
"Dutch". 

* April  15,  1872-deed  of  land  from  Moses 
Schantz  to  the  trustees  of  SS  #21.  A 
one-room,  red  brick  school  was  built  just 
opposite  Martin’s  Mennonite  Meeting  house  on 
the  township  line 

* 1873-74:  Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  here  - 
12/6  months 

* 1873-1881-Pearce  reports  German  instruction 
in  all  years  except  1878 

* 1875-Pearce’s  report:  "Although  scholarship 
is  low,  fair  work  was  done." 

* cl889?-Ezra  Eby  as  a teacher  planted  trees 
around  the  school,  each  older  boy  responsible 
for  a sapling  (Lexington  Tweedsmuir) 

* 1928-Russian  immigrants  came  to  the  school, 
and  the  population  increased  from  40  students 
in  the  winter  to  60. 

* 1929-Hydro  brought  in 

* cl952-School  replaced  by  a two-roomed 
modern  structure  just  behind  the  old  one 
which  was  demolished.  New  school  was  built  by 
T.R.  Wright  and  cost  $32,500. 

* 1955-"Although  a new  two-room  school  has 
been  built  another  one  or  two  will  be 
required  in  five  years  to  meet  development 
along  No.  85  highway.  The  new  Lexington 
school  will  relieve  some  pupil  population 


pressure"  (KWR  summary  of  planning  report) 

* 1972,  June-when  closed  as  a public  school, 
had  four  rooms  and  42  students,  from  Martin’s 
Trailer  Park  on  Highway  85  and  from  the 
Colonial  Acres  subdivision;  it  also 
accommodated  Grade  1 and  2 classes  from 
Lexington 

* 1972,  Sept-reopened  as  a school  for  the 
trainable  retarded  (KPL  vf  Schools,  Regional 
Municipality  of  Waterloo) 

Sources:  KPL  vf  Schools,  Regional 
Municipality  of  Waterloo;  Lexington 
Tweedsmuir;  WHS  archives  at  KPL  hold 
Classification  of  pupils  for  part  of  1873 
when  the  teacher  was  Benjamin  Burkholder; 
WatCBE  has  registers  for  the  period 
1934-1964. 
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NATCHEZ  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  6,  Natchez 
Opened  1842 
Closed  1963 

Location:  GCT120,  approx  SW  comer  of 
present  Heritage  and  Lorraine 

* Sheldon  Avenue,  near  Ottawa  St  and  Heritage 
Drive,  later  used  by  Kitchener  Little  Theatre 

Milestones:  1861  census-brick  SH  holding 
100,  valued  at  $600. 

* 1871-J.  Boyd  Cressman  refers  to  Mennonite 
Sunday  School  in  summer,  attended  by  Aaron 
Shantz  in  1871 

* 1876-Pearce’s  report-"A  slight  improvement 
in  point  of  scholarship.  Premises  not  as  well 
taken  care  of  as  formerly" 

* 1870s- 19 18-record  of  visitors  to  the  school 
includes  some  comments,  especially  when  Harry 
W.  Brown  was  teacher  in  1890s.  Inspector  came 
twice  a year,  and  trustees  came  as  a group 
twice.  As  many  as  150  people  could  attend  the 
examinations,  around  December  19.  Ephraim 
Weber  quoted  23  Nov  1894:  "spent  a pleasant 
day  in  school.  Things  cosy,  order  good  and 
pupils  diligent.  The  teacher  makes  the 

school"  (teacher  was  J.F.  Martinson).  Sketchy 
from  1909  to  1916.  At  back  is  list  of  pupils 
from  1890  to  1899  inclusive  started  by  Harry 
W.  Brown;  also  a list  of  teachers  from  1843 
to  1866  (that  might  have  been  longer  but 
pages  have  been  lost).  Teachers  usually 
stayed  one  year  only,  with  two  teachers  in 
about  40  per  cent  of  years,  and  female 
teachers  only  in  1864  (Mary  Snyder  and 
Harriet  E.  May). 

* 1924- school  so  crowded  that  children  were 
being  sent  to  city  schools  and  it  was  decided 
to  divide  the  section,  and  the  new  section  to 
north  becoming  SS  29,  Mackenzie  King. 

* 1925-site  chosen  at  SE  comer  of  Eby  Bros 
field 

* 1941-agreement  for  Edwin  Eby  to  provide 
school  with  "continuous  supply  of  pure  water" 


* 1953-Natchez  had  smallest  enrolment  in 
district,  with  13  pupils  taught  by  Norma 
Cassel  (KWR  10  Nov  1953) 

* 1955-"If  no  further  development  takes  place 
here  the  existing  school  will  suffice. 

However,  if  Kitchener  grows  out  that  way  and 
another  room  is  needed,  it  would  be  better  to 
build  a new  school.  Industry  is  badly  needed 
to  bring  up  the  assessment;  residences 
wouldn’t  do  it"  (KWR  summary  of  planning 
report) 

* Minutes  record  meeting  on  20  April  1963 
about  problems  resulting  from  annexations  and 
further  meeting  on  6 May  1963  unanimously 
requesting  to  join  Waterloo  Township  School 
Area  1.  Bylaw  allowing  this  was  passed  by 
Waterloo  Township  Council  17  June  1963. 

* June  28,  1963  - school  closed,  last  teacher 
being  Mrs  Margaret  Leis.  20  pupils  sent  to 
Breslau. 

Sources:  WatCBE  has  some  minutes  and  cash 
books  from  1925  to  1963  and  valuable 
visitors’  book  from  the  1870s  to  1918;  KWR  10 
Nov  1953 
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NINE  PINES  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  23,  Nine  Pines  (SS  23A 
after  1950) 

Opened;  cl850 
Closed-  1966 

Location;  NE  corner  of  (later)  Huether  farm 

* Ottawa  Street  South,  first  on  south  side, 
then  moved  to  north  in  1927 

Milestones;  Not  mentioned  in  Ahrens  account 
of  1852 

* cl850-at  NE  corner  of  Huether  farm  (as  of 
1929)  a cottage-roofed  SH  of  frame  and 
clapboard,  18  x 18,  never  painted,  with  desks 
nailed  against  wall  around  outside,  and 
benches  without  backs  facing  wall.  Later  more 
modern  box  desks.  Large  box  stove  and 
teacher’s  desk.  (First  settlers  in  this 
community  arrived  about  1829).  Teachers  in 
first  school  included:  Alex  Collins,  P.E.W. 
Moyer,  Aaron  Hamacher,  John  Ferrier,  Richard 
Harold,  Jacob  Bowers,  Gabriel  Bowman,  Miss 
Thunder,  Miss  Heisert,  the  Robert  Brydon  who 
was  also  first  teacher  in  new  school  from 
1870.  Heist  1929  letter  (per  H.M.  Snyder  in 
Snyder  Family  Fonds). 

* 1861  census-section  consisted  of  GCT  lots 
19,  46,  47,  48S,  36W,  49. 

* cl870-frame  school  was  built  about  30  feet 
from  the  road,  opposite  the  present  site,  in 
the  pines.  Isaac  Woolner  active  in  new 
building.  Teachers  were  Robert  Brydon,  Mr 
Luschia,  Miss  Dobbin,  Alex  Stewart,  Simon  H. 
Swartz. 

* J.M.  Snyder  attended  in  mid- 1880s;  recalls 
teacher  as  Simon  Swartz  and  includes 
recollections  also  by  Dr  Edgar  Heist  and  a 
1934  reunion  (pp.122  ff.  Snyders),  as  well  as 
details  of  lessons  in  1880s  and  introduction 
of  Ontario  Series  of  Readers  in  1885. 

* 1880s- 1920-reminiscences  recorded  in  Helena 
Feasby  Tweedsmuir  describe  how  cold  the  old 
school  was  (the  coffee  in  the  lunches  froze 

if  it  wasn’t  kept  near  the  stove),  and  three 


holidays-Arbour  Day,  always  the  first  Friday 
in  May  when  a bonfire  was  made  of  rubbish, 
and  the  afternoon  was  given  over  to  a nature 
study  lesson;  Thanksgiving,  when  everyone  had 
gardens  and  produce  to  give  away;  and 
Christmas,  where  a concert  was  given,  lit  by 
lanterns  and  gas  lamps,  and  everyone  arrived 
by  sleigh  and  cutters,  and  the  teachers, 
older  students,  and  trustees  cleaned  up  next 
day. 

* Annual  meeting  minutes  alternating  with 
accounts  for  1918-1945:  common  names  are 
Shoemaker,  Brubacher,  Shantz,  Witmer. 
Resolution  for  new  schoolhouse  in  February 
1924  and  decision  in  January  1927  to  move  to 
site  on  north  side  of  road. 

* 1927-new  brick  school  erected  with 
basement,  pump  house,  and  warm  classrooms. 

* 1930- 1-problems  of  water  supply 

* 1940-  problems  of  loss  of  assessment  in 
drawing  section  boundaries  for  SS  Parkway 

* 1945-hydro  put  in  "with  excess  money  that 
the  board  had.  Also  window  blinds  were  bought 
for  the  first  time"  (Helena  Feasby 
Tweedsmuir) 

* 1946-reluctantly  joined  Waterloo  Township 
Area  3 School  Board 

* 1950-school  broke  away  from  Area  3 and 
formed  as  SS  23A 

* 1951-"over  half  the  school  section  annexed 
to  Kitchener" 

* 1954-more  land  bought  and  levelled  for 
additional  play  area  (Helena  Feasby 
Tweedsmuir) 

* 1955-"Facilities  are  overcrowded  and  an 
addition  is  planned  this  year.  As  further 
increase  in  population  is  expected,  planning 
board  should  carefully  review  the  situation 
before  more  plans  of  subdivision  are  approved 
so  that  school  facilities  will  not  be 
overtaxed"  (KWR  summary  of  planning  report) 

* 1958-another  classroom  built  on  levelled 
land  and  another  teacher  hired  (Helena  Feasby 


Tweedsmuir) 

* 1964-portable  classroom  rented  from  city  to 
be  used  for  one  year 

* 1965-Waterloo  Township  School  Board  formed, 
grades  1 and  2 taught  in  one  room,  grades  3 
and  4 in  the  other,  with  all  the  rest  being 
educated  in  city  schools. 

* 1966-pupils  transported  to  Doon  SS  27  (Doon 
note;  photo  caption) 

Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
holds  minutes  and  cash  book  for  1918-1945, 
and  minutes  for  1950-1962  KPL  vf  KW  schools, 
Regional  Municipality;  Snyders  (as  David  B. 
Snyder  had  farm  on  GCT49  from  1860s  to 
1887);  Helena  Feasby  Tweedsmuir  for 
photographs  of  the  frame  school  and  a list  of 
teachers  from  1895  to  1965,  as  well  as 
reminiscences;  minutes  at  WatCBE  for 
1918-1945  period. 
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PARKWAY  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  5B/SS  30,  Parkway 
Opened;  1923 
Closed;  1958 

Location;  SE  corner  of  GCT50,  corner  of  Mill 
St  with  Blockline  Road 

Milestones:  After  WWI,  growth  of  area  south 
of  Kitchener  put  pressure  on  Centreville  (SS 
5)  school.  J.  Hubert  Sherk,  Sec-Treas,  owned 
land  fronting  on  King  Street  east  of  school 
as  well  on  road  leading  W past  Township  Hall, 
describing  it  as  "an  ideal  location  for  a 
larger  school."  He  offered  to  sell  4 acres 
for  $600.  But  Ephraim  H.  Weber  (Eldon’s 
father)  offered  an  acre  free  at  corner  of 
Mill  St  and  Blockline  Road  which  was  SE 
comer  of  GCT50  for  a separate  school. 

* 1923-one-room  brick  school  built.  Children 
on  the  north  side  of  the  highway  attended 
Centreville  School,  those  on  the  south  to 
Parkway.  Section  divided  into  5A  and  5B  when 
Parkway  School  was  built.  Centreville 
(2-room)  was  5 A,  Parkway  (1-room)  5B.  Schools 
were  run  independently  but  with  single  Board 
of  Trustees,  one  from  Centreville  area,  one 
from  Parkway.  Rates  came  to  one  purse,  then 
disbursed  for  two  separate  schools. 

* Name  Parkway  explained  by  Eldon  Weber  as 
idea  of  his  father’s  younger  brother,  George 

A.  Weber,  recently  appointed  trustee  for  SS 
5B  (with  William  Lufe  and  Edward  Jansen 
representing  Centreville  (later  Titus  Shantz 
and  Milton  Ernst).  "German  Mills"  unwise  so 
soon  after  WWI.  Mill  Street  had  very 
reasonable  access  to  several  parks  between 
Galt  and  Waterloo  (Soper  Park,  Riverside  in 
Preston,  Cressman,  Victoria  in  Kitchener  and 
Silver  Lake  in  Waterloo).  Later,  the  post 
office  maintained  in  the  mill  was  renamed 
Parkway. 

* 1923-Eldon  Weber  was  in  first  class  taught 
by  Gladys  Coles  with  28  pupils  and  all 
primary  grades;  photo  of  first  pupils 


reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995),  p.327.  Eldon 
Weber  was  later  a relief  teacher  at  Parkway 
for  a few  days  in  1933 

* 1939,  Sept-school  destroyed  by  fire  in 
retaliation  for  incarceration  in  Bowmanville 
of  incendiarist’s  brother  who  had 
unsuccessfully  tried  to  set  fire  to 
Centreville  school.  Pupils  were  taken  to 
Williamsburg  by  bus  for  a year.  In  Sept  1940 
some  Centreville  (Sunnyside  end)  pupils 
transferred  to  Suddaby  School,  and  Parkway 
pupils  accommodated  at  Centreville  or 
Williamsburg  until  the  new  school  was  ready 
(Centreville  Tweedsmuir  history) 

* Deed  to  Parkway  School  property  included  a 
reversionary  clause:  if  not  used  for  school 
should  revert  to  donor.  Two  trustees,  Ken 
Snider  and  Roy  Kareher  insisted  should 
rebuild  school  to  prevent  reversion  to  Weber 
family  (Eldon  Weber) 

* 1940,  Dec-decided  that  Parkway  would  be 
designated  as  SS  30,  separated  from  SS  6 

* 1941,  Jan-Parkway  pupils  returned  to  their 
own  modem  school. 

* 1955-"Due  to  annexation  by  Kitchener  pupils 
are  decreasing.  The  section  may  some  day  be 
absorbed  by  adjoining  sections"  (KWR  summary 
of  planning  report) 

* 1956-still  a separate  section,  but  annexed 
by  Kitchener  in  1958 

* 1977-a  new  school,  built  by  county  board, 
officially  opened  April  28 

* 1990-school  space  threatened  by  townhouses, 
but  the  green  space  saved  because  of  public 
outcry. 

Sources:  Centreville  Tweedsmuir;  only 
records  at  WatCBE  are  registers  fro 
1954-1957;  Eldon  Weber  says  records  of  first 
16  years  were  burned  in  1939  fire. 
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PINE  GROVE  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  4,  Pine  Grove 
Opened:  1809 
Closed:  1979 

Location:  junction  of  Highway  8 and  Pioneer 
Tower  Road 

* Pioneer  Tower  Road,  a block  away  from  the 
old  Pine  Grove  School 

Milestones:  1809-first  school,  taught  by 
David  Strohm,  is  built  in  a pine  grove 

* Area  served  first  as  part  of  larger 
district  or  section,  with  school  near 
Freeport/Bridgeville,  SS  20  (including  area 
later  separated  as  Maple  Grove) 

* Following  early  phase  from  1842  when  Berlin 
village  was  SS  5,  and  Centreville  area  was  SS 
4,  Pine  Grove  area  (south  and  east  of  Grand 
River)  separated  as  SS  4 in  1854. 

* 1855-second  school  house  sold  to  E.  Shupe, 
and  a larger  one-room  frame  school  without  a 
basement  was  built  for  $638.42.  The  teacher, 
Miss  P.  Wait,  was  paid  $240  annually  and  had 
to  sweep  the  school  and  keep  fires  burning  in 
both  woodburning  stoves. 

* Benjamin  Burkholder  teacher  for  whole  of 
1861  and  1862 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report: "School  in  fan- 
condition,  very  neatly  kept.  No  clothes 
rooms.  Desks  the  old  kind,  too  long  to  be 
convenient." 

* 1889-new  buff  brick  school  built,  Bylaw  611 
allowing  $1,000. 

* There  is  a story  that  when  W.V.  Uttley 
taught  at  Pine  Grove  while  he  lived  at  Doon, 
he  constructed  a cable,  posts,  and  basket  to 
get  across  the  river  and  save  some  commuting 
time  (Doon-Blair  Tweedsmuir) 

* 1913-voted  that  coal  furnace  be  installed 
(minutes) 

* 1914-inspector  displeased  with  the 
continued  irregular  attendance  (minutes);  Mr 
Coons  suggested  separate  playgrounds  for  boys 
and  girls  "no  action  taken" 


* 1921 -a  partition  installed  to  make  a 
two-room  school,  with  about  40  students  in 
each  half 

* 1927,  December  "a  general  discussion  then 
took  place  in  regards  to  building  a new  two 
room  school,"  but  limited  to  alterations  in 
1928  with  Hallman  as  contractor. 

* Last  tall  pine  tree  of  grove  in  front  of 
school  cut  down  by  Hydro  department  in  March 
1933  (KWR  4 March  1933,  p.14) 

* 1938-Eldon  Weber  was  relief  teacher  for  one 
month  for  Dave  Litwiller 

* 1942-alterations  and  improvements  made 

* 1954,  Jan-following  increasing  enrolment, 
new  four-room  school  costing  $89,500  opened 
on  a five  acre  site  on  Tower  Road  (KWR  15  Jan 
1954,  KPL  vf,  Schools,  Regional  Municipality 

of  Waterloo).  The  old  school  on  Highway  8 was 
later  made  into  a residence. 

* 1955-"as  further  subdivision  has  been 
approved  for  this  area  it  is  likely  a new 
room  will  have  to  be  added  to  the  new 
four-room  school  by  1960  when  the  pupil 
population  is  expected  to  double  to  about 
170"  (KWR  summary  of  planning  report)  - 
expanded  to  6 rooms 

* 1979-consolidation  measures  necessitated 
closing  the  school  and  students  went  to  Doon. 
The  board  figured  that  there  would  be  a 
saving  of  $60,000  in  salaries,  equipment  and 
maintenance  costs  by  the  closure  were  queried 
by  parent  Don  Buie  who  said  that  "such 
shortcomings  as  lack  of  a gymnasium  and 
library  were  more  than  offset  by  the  intimate 
nature  of  a small  neighborhood  school"  (KWR 
16  March  1979);  closure  was  due  to  inadequate 
facilities  and  decreasing  enrolment.  If  the 
school  were  to  stay  open,  improvements  would 
need  to  be  made  to  the  plumbing,  double-pane 
windows,  insulation  and  new  ceilings,  and  a 
new  library  created. 

* 1984-became  home  of  Cambridge’s  Project 
Open  Door,  a daytime  adult  education  program 


rim  by  the  Waterloo  County  Board  of 
Education,  previously  based  at  St  John’s 
Anglican  Church  in  Cambridge 
* 1991-school  still  open  in  Feb  1991  when  a 
student  attacked  a teacher  with  a pencil 

Note:  The  catchment  area  included  Limerick, 
Pine  Bush,  Freeport,  and  Little  Paradise, 
areas  settled  by  German-speaking  pioneers 
from  the  Palatinate  and  Switzerland. 

Prominent  trustees  who  served  as  chairmen 
during  the  second  half  of  the  19th  century 
included  Elias  B.  Snyder,  Samuel  D.  Martin, 
George  H.  Snyder,  Abraham  E.  Oberholtzer, 
Jacob  B.  Gingrich,  Moses  Betzner,  Benjamin 
Shirk.  Cecil  Gingrich  gave  copies  of  few 
pages  of  accounts  in  1880s. 

Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
holds  cash  books  for  1930-1944  WHS  1979 
67:86-88;  OKl'i’W  minutes  and  accounts;vf  Pine 
Grove  Public  School. 
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PLAINS  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  3,  Plains 
Opened:  1842 
Closed:  1966 

Location:  Kitchener-Roseville  Highway;  lot 
160;  between  County  Road  15  and  Waterloo 
Township  Road  4,  in  the  NE  corner 
Milestones:  Included  in  Ahrens  account  for 
1852 

* 1872-original  log  structure  was  replaced  by 
the  present  brick  structure  built  by  Thomas 
Slee.  Bylaw  308  allowed  $550.  The  earlier  log 
school  of  1842  was  a little  to  the  west. 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  Accommodation  good. 
Scholarship  low.  Attendance  so  poor  that 
there  is  no  emulation.  Scarcely  half  an  acre 
of  playground..;  1875-"Very  little 
accomplished  here." 

* 1890-92-belfry  put  up 

* 1905-road  made  from  Huron  Road  to  the 
School 

* 1907-school  grounds  enlarged 

* 1909-trustee  Robert  Veitch  had  row  of 
spruces  planted  parallel  to  highway 

* 1922-Old  Boys  Reunion  held  at  the  school  to 
celebrate  the  50th  anniversary 

* 1936-Hydro  put  in 

* 1937-School  library  established 

* 1942-cash  books  at  WatCBE  show  that 
teacher’s  salary  (male)  $984.29  while  Miss 
Snider  (music)  got  $80.  In  1945,  cost  of 
instruction  was  $1,129  and  of  school  plant 
$258. 

* 1946-joined  School  Area  3 with 
Williamsburg,  Nine  Pines,  Boon,  Blair,  and 
English  Settlement 

* 1952,  July  6-80th  anniversary  celebrated 
with  Old  Boys  Reunion  (photo  in  Helena  Feasby 
Tweedsmuir,  which  has  many  photos  of  the 
school,  teachers  and  pupils  from  1902  to 

1966) 

* 1953,  Dec  26-separate  school  section  after 
dissolution  of  Area  School  Board  3 in 


December  1953.  1954  trustees  Walter  Trussler, 
Clare  Veitch,  Merino  Moyer  and  sec.  George 
Reist  (throughout  the  10  years,  minutes  for 
1953-1963  at  WatCBE). 

* 1954  addition  built 

* 1955-"A  slight  decrease  in  pupil  population 
is  predicted  in  the  next  two  years  but  number 
will  increase  sharply  in  1960.  However,  the 
school  should  serve  the  needs  of  existing 
population  but  action  must  be  taken  to 
discourage  the  influx  of  small  suburban  homes 
already  beginning  to  build  up  along  the 
hard-surface  Kitchener-Roseville  road" 

(Planning  report  summary) 

* 1960,  April-Minutes  (1953-1963)  report 
meeting  at  Plains  about  joining  Williamsburg 
into  a School  Area  or  Union,  but  not  pursued 

* 1963-64  pupils  in  grades  1-3  were  educated 
at  Plains  and  pupils  in  grades  4-8  were 
educated  at  Williamsburg 

* 1964-School  Area  4 formed  with  Plains  and 
Williamsburg 

* 1965-grades  6,7  and  8 were  to  be  educated 
at  Plains 

* 1966-Teachers  and  pupils  transferred  to 
Doon;  school  closed  and  sold  to  the  SaDans 
Brothers  for  their  Renault  Agency  with  a 
showroom  and  parts  department;  1968-became  a 
home 

* 1990,  Aug  25  Reunion  of  Plains  and 
Williamsburg  schools  organized  by  Agnes  Reist 

Note:  School  also  used  as  community  centre, 
and  for  a Sunday  School  weekly  prayer 
meetings,  a singing  school  and  a debating 
society 

* There  were  31  teachers  in  the  first  50 
years,  8 men  and  23  women 

* The  highest  number  of  pupils  registered  was 
in  1894  with  45  names 

Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
has  cash  books  for  1942-1945  and  minutes  for 
1953-1963.  Agnes  Reist  (Helena  Feasby  W.I. 
historian)  has  a scrapbook  of  photos  and 


clippings  of  the  reunion  as  well  as  earlier 
photos,  including  a winter  photograph  (1890s) 
of  W.  Acheson,  teacher,  and  22  pupils  outside 
the  school.  Helen  Stover  provided  a summer 
1907  photo  with  Miss  Jennie  Brydon  with 
pupils,  reproduced  hi  Bloomfield  (1995), 
p.239.  KPL  vf  KW  schools,  Regional 
Municipality  of  Waterloo;  Helena  Feasby 
Tweedsmuir 
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RTVERBANK  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  15,  Riverbank 
Opened;  cl832 
Closed:  1961 

Location:  GCT116  at  junction  of  Riverbank 
Road  and  Preston-Breslau  Road,  overlooking 
the  Grand  River 

Milestones:  c 1832-Sometime  during  this 
period  the  land  was  donated  by  Bishop  Joseph 
Hagey,  the  land  being  part  of  his  300-acre 
dowry  received  from  Samuel  Bricker  in  1832 
(Cressman  gives  earlier  date,  however).  "The 
first  school  building  was  constructed  of 
logs.  The  inside  dimensions  were 
approximately  24  ft  x 20  ft.  There  were  only 
2 small  windows.  Boards  painted  black  served 
as  blackboards.  For  chalk,  pieces  of  gypsum 
were  broken  from  a deposit  found  along  the 
bank  of  the  river.  The  children  hung  up  their 
wraps  on  pegs  along  the  wall,  wrote  their 
lessons  on  slates,  and  sat  with  legs 
straddled  across  benches  which  served  as 
seats  and  desks"  (Cressman). 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* cl865-"A  frame  building  was  used  for  only  a 
few  years  before  the  stone  school  was  built 
(Cressman) 

* 1870-"present  stone  building  erected  soon 
after  1870"  (Cressman) 

* 1889-teacher  A.E.  Meyer  was  noted  for  his 
great  feats  of  strength,  such  as  lifting  a 
cord  of  hard  maple 

* 1895-classroom  divided 

* cl897-stone  anteroom  added 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report  (on  "Riverside"): 
"Accommodation  scarcely  adequate; 
1875-"Satisfactory  progress  was  made  here." 

* 1929-school  was  remodelled,  a basement 
excavated,  the  lighting  improved  with  a high 
window  at  the  rear  and  the  original  room 
divided  to  make  2 smaller  ones.  Fifth  form 
(grade  11)  was  organized  and  was  part  of  the 
curriculum  until  1942.  Agriculture  and  manual 


training  were  also  added  to  the  curriculum. 

* June  6,  1939:"The  several  hours  wait  on  a 
hot  day  was  rewarded  at  about  2:30  when  the 
Royal  Train  passed  slowly  and  the  King  and 
Queen  waved  recognition  from  the  back 
platform.  Each  pupil  had  a small  Union  Jack 
flag  to  wave"  (Cressman).  Photo  of  Riverbank 
pupils  in  Knack’s  mill  truck  reproduced  in 
Bloomfield  (1995),  p.334 

* 1941-electricity  installed 

* 1943-Riverbank  became  part  of  the  Waterloo 
Township  School  Area  #1.  The  summer  of  1943 
the  interior  of  the  school  was  stripped  and 
plastered,  the  double  desks  removed  and 
single  desks  purchased. 

* 1944-became  a one-roomed  school  from 
1944-1954 

* 1955-"Only  one  of  the  two  rooms  is  being 
used  now  since  the  W-W  airport  was  built. 
However,  development  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
airport  is  expected  with  a consequent  rise  in 
school  pupils"  (KWR  summary  of  planning 
report) 

* 1958-1959-School  closed  and  pupils  taken  to 
Pine  Grove  School 

* 1960-"School  reopened  and  six  grades  will 
be  taught  in  the  two-room  building"  (KWR  20 
May  1960) 

* 1961 -school  closed 

* 1962-school  purchased  by  Waterloo  County 
Library  Board  for  $6500.  Renovations  included 
drilling  a new  well  and  installing  a new 
pump. 

* 1964-L.A.Bechtel  Construction  of  Preston 
remodelled  the  old  school  by  tearing  down  the 
stone  anteroom  and  adding  a fieldstone 
addition  of  foyer  and  office.  A heated  garage 
23  x 25  was  built  for  the  bookmobile.  The 
chief  librarian  was  Walter  W.  Gowing. 

* 1965,  Sept  19-reunion  held,  Minnie  Sauder 
being  the  oldest  surviving  teacher  present.  A 
souvenir  booklet  entitled  "Farewell 
Riverbank",  prepared  for  the  occasion  by  Eben 


Cressman,  includes  lists  of  teachers  and 
trustees,  an  account  of  the  building  and 
excerpts  from  the  minute  books,  1921-1943. 

* 1965,  Oct  16-school  re-opened  with  a 
fieldstone  addition  as  the  Waterloo  County 
Library 

* cl975-"later  used  for  government  purposes, 
a research  laboratory  in  1970s"  (Preston 
Tweedsmuir).  The  regional  laboratory  moved 
into  a new  operations  centre  on  Maple  Grove 
Road  in  1989  and  in  1990  the  Korean 
Presbyterian  Church  bought  the  building  for 
$250,000  (KWR  14  April  1960,  in  KPL  vf, 
Churches,  Presbyterian,  Cambridge). 

Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
holds  minutes  for  1921-1943  Trail  of  the 
slate  (p.48)  has  photo  of  school,  children  & 
teacher  cl913;  WHS1965  53:74,  photo;  Farewell 
Riverbank;  Preston  Tweedsmuir;  official 
opening  and  dedication  of  Waterloo  County 
Library;  KPL  vf  Churches,  Presbyterian 
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RUMMELHAKDT  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  9,  Rummelhardt 
Opened:  1844 
Closed:  1965 

Location:  GCT32;  947  Erb  Street  W,  Waterloo 
Milestones:  1844-frame  school,  25  feet 
square,  with  German  books  being  used. 

* Not  mentioned  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* 1867-new  stone  school  built 

* 1875-report  praised  the  building  and  its 
upkeep,  the  school  doing  fair  work:  "Good 
accommodation.  A credit  to  the  Section.  The 
keeping  of  the  schoolroom  and  playground  a 
credit  to  the  teacher.  School  doing  fair 
work"  (Pearce) 

* 1876-school  ground  enclosed 

* 1878-listed  by  Pearce  as  one  of  five 
schools  giving  instruction  in  German  in 
Waterloo  Township.  The  others  were  #s 
7,13,18,25.  German  reported  in  1873,  1878, 

1879  and  1881  (to  very  small  numbers). 

* 189  Os-antechamber  added  to  the  school 

* 1908-school  visited  by  William  Lyon 
Mackenzie  King,  the  year  he  was  elected  an  MP 

* 1944-school  bought  a radio  and  Kathleen 
Snider  of  Kitchener  was  appointed  music 
supervisor 

* 1950-second  room  added-  minutes  record  open 
house  3 Nov.  1950  to  open  the  new  school  - 
starting  teacher  might  earn  $170. 

* 1955-"two  more  rooms  are  needed  immediately 
because  of  a large  population  growth  expected 
to  double  the  pupils.  However,  if  Waterloo 
annexes  part  of  the  area  the  existing  school 
might  do  for  some  years"  (KWR  summary  of 
planning  report) 

* 1965-school  closed 

* 1966-reopened  as  the  Kitchener-Waterloo 
Bilingual  School,  who  in  1987  were  looking 
for  a new  location  because  of  development  and 
road  construction  (KPL  vf  Kitchener-Waterloo 
Bilingual  School) 

* 1970-brick  addition  gave  school  5 single 


classrooms,  a double  classroom  and  a portable 
serving  as  office  and  library. 

Note:  WHS 1987  75:55-59  lists  the  teachers, 
gives  the  names  of  some  of  the  trustees,  and 
gives  some  enrolment  figures  from  1850  to 
1965.  The  teachers  appear  to  have  been  mostly 
male  until  1907,  and  generally  female  from 
then  on. 

Sources:  WHS1987p55,  photos;  KPL  vf  K-W 
Bilingual  School 
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SHANTZ  STATION  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Tp,  SS  14,  Shantz  Station 
Opened:  1843 
Closed:  1965 

Location:  1850-first  site  of  1/4  acre  on  SW 
corner  of  GCT85  bought  from  Jacob  Shantz  - 
was  a school  actually  built  here? 

* 1853-half-acre  on  GCT105  bought  from  Jacob 
Witmer  (present  Township  Road  72) 

* 1869-half-acre  on  GCT104  from  Jacob  Witmer, 
on  Regional  Road  30  south  of  Highway  7 

Milestones:  Defined  in  1842  in  Wellington 
District  records,  and  land  sold  to 
Commissioners  of  Schools,  5 August  1843. 
Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* 1853-log  cabin  on  GCT105  site 

* 1869-schoolhouse  on  GCT104  lot 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  "School  in  fair 
condition.  WOuld  like  to  have  rooms  more 
neatly  kept.  It  would  greatly  improve  the 
place  to  clear  away  the  stumps  from  the 
playground  and  do  a little  levelling." 

Average  attendance  was  30,  and  the  school 
building  was  valued  at  $990. 

* 1876-Pearce’s  report:  "Good  work  done  here 
during  the  past  year.  Grounds  still  behind 
the  times;  too  many  stumps." 

* 1894-new  stone  school  to  replace  old  frame 
structure.  Teachers  for  next  50  years:  J. 

Tuck,  A.  Faber,  A.  Bergey?,  A.  Metcalfe,  W. 
Snyder,  A.  Dopp,  F.  White,  H.  Debrusk,  M. 
Brandt,  V.  Sullivan,  G.  Kercher,  M.  Scheick, 

G.  Couling,  M.  Monaghan,  J.  Brydon,  C. 

Walker,  V.  Hergott  (taught  first  as  Miss 
Sullivan  in  early  1920s  and  returned  in  1930s 
after  being  widowed).  Source  of  1894  date  is 
set  of  registers-minutes  at  Waterloo  County 
Board  of  Education  archives  and  Bylaw  736 
allowing  $1,800. 

* Mrs  Vera  Hergott,  who  taught  at  the  school 
for  about  25  years,  died  in  1986.  According 

to  Mrs  Hergott,  "they  get  a better  education 
living  in  the  country  as  they  have  no  city 


distractions  to  contend  with... The  only 
difficulty  with  rural  schools  is  that  the 
teachers’  salaries  never  keep  up  with 
salaries  of  lesser  jobs  in  industry...  All 
the  time  I have  taught  there  has  never  been  a 
thing  broken  and  I never  lock  a door"  (KWR  19 
Jan  1952) 

* 1930-1-new  furnace  and  chemical  toilets 

* 1939-Board  of  Charles  Reinhart,  Herbert 
Krieger,  Gus  Hicknell  installed  hydro  for 
$155  and  flush  toilets  in  basement  for  $192; 
clock  bought  the  year  school  was  built 
finally  discarded  and  replaced  October  1939. 

* 1940-skin  test  for  TB  for  24  of  30  children 

* 1943  Oct-Miss  Ruby  Cronk,  Waterloo 
Township  public  health  nurse,  made  first  visit 

* 1945,  May  7,  while  children  out  for  recess, 
heard  the  whistle  from  Kitchener  announcing 
the  end  of  war 

* 1947-new  radio-phonograph  from  Area  Board 
negotiated  by  G.H.  Dobrindt 

* 1948-enrolment  to  49,  so  Grades  5 and  6 
moved  to  Vance’s  by  bus.  Photo  of  Grade  8 
class  in  1948/9  reproduced  in  Bloomfield 
(1995),  p.340 

* 1951  Nov-Mrs  Hergott  severely  injured  in 
car  accident,  but  returned  to  teaching 

* 1952-"Population  around  the  Shantz  Station 
is  growing  yearly  as  more  people  working  in 
the  city  are  moving  to  that  vicinity  to  build 
homes  in  cheaper  township  taxation  areas" 
KWR  19  Jan  1952 

* 1954-60th  anniversary  interior  view 
reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995),  p.333 

* 1955-second  room  officially  opened  February 
1955 

* 1965-school  closed  and  pupils  bused  to 
larger  schools  such  as  Maryhill  or  Breslau, 
but  "special  class"  bused  in  till  1968 
(Preston  Tweedsmuir) 

* 1968-sold  in  fall  to  Mr  and  Mrs  Anthony  Fay 
who  used  school  as  hall  for  neighbourhood 
parties  such  as  wedding  receptions  and 


farewells;  sold  to  K-W  Croatian  Club  in  1971. 

Sources:  Johnston’s  Trail  of  the  slate 
(p.49)  has  photo  of  pupils  in  front  of  the 
school  which  is  stone  with  brick  additions; 
Preston  Tweedsmuir;  Sheila  Reinhart  is 
writing  history  of  school;  K Lamb  in  WHS 
1993  81:83  WatCBE  has  registers  from  1930  in 
which  some  minutes  are  recorded  and  also  a 
log  book  of  special  events  from  the  1890s. 
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ST  BONIFACE  SCHOOL,  NEW  GERMANY/ 
MAKYHTLL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  13,  St  Boniface,  New 
Germany 
Opened;  1832/4 

Location:  1832/4  log  school  on  east  side  of 
road;  1852  brick  school  just  to  north,  next 
to  cemetery  on  what  is  now  parking  lot 

* new  1898  brick  school  opposite  church,  on 
hill  just  north  of  village  crossroads 

Milestones;  cl834-in  "early  thirties...  "a 
miserable  log  cabin  that  also  served  as  a 
church  for  many  years"  (Spetz,  p.69),  was 
erected  during  the  administration  of  Father 
John  L.  Wiriath  who  visited  New  Germany 
from  1834  to  about  1835.  He  reported  to  Bishop 
Macdonell  in  1834  that  there  were  69 
families,  307  souls  and  one  German  Catholic 
school  which  could  accommodate  70.  The  land 
was  donated  by  Mr.  C.  Goetz  (Spetz,  p.60).  A 
petition  for  a priest  drawn  up  in  French  by 
the  school  teacher,  Theobald  Wadel  of  Upper 
Alsace,  resulted  in  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Peter 
Schneider  in  December  1837. 

* 1838-Rev.  P.  Schneider  bought  2 acres  of 
land  beside  the  school  on  which  he  proposed 
to  build  a church  (Spetz) 

* 1846-Michael  McNab  of  Scotland  introduced 
teaching  in  English 

* 1852(or  1855?)-two-room  school  of  brick 
with  2 teachers  and  over  100  pupils  in  the 
winter  months  (Zinger  in  New 
Germany/Mary  hill)  "many  of  them  grown  to 
manhood... many  of  the  older  pupils  came  only 
one  winter"  (Spetz  p.69).  J.  Zinger  states 

that  regular  enrolment  was  35  but  could  be  as 
high  as  90  in  winter  months,  with  young 
adults  as  well  as  children  acquiring  basic 
literacy  and  simple  arithmetic  for  business 
purposes.  John  Berberich  hired  as  second 
teacher  (included  in  Ahrens  account  for 
1852).  WTC  minutes  1855  mention  petition  for 
$1,100  for  SH. 


* 1861  census-section  comprises  GCT  lots  73, 

74,  79,  81,  83,  99,  80,  72,  98,  76,  77,  with 
brick  SH  valued  at  $2,000  for  300  children. 

* 1865-Waterloo  Township  Council  minutes 
refer  to  "Little  Germany" 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  "Principal’s 
department  worthy  of  commendation.  Assistant 
willing  but  too  old  to  learn.  This  is  a great 
draw-back  to  the  school.  New  outfit  of  desks 
etc  reflects  credit  upon  the  Board  of 
trustees.  Hall  always  dirty." 

* 1873-1881-one  of  7 Waterloo  Township 
schools  listed  by  Pearce  as  giving 
instruction  in  German,  the  others  in  1878 
being  #s  7,9,18,25.  Seven  schools  in  all  at 
any  time  between  1873  and  1881.  Lexington, 
New  Germany  and  Bearinger’s  the  only  schools 
with  German  reported  in  all  8 years  by 
Pearce/McKegney.  130  pupils  in  German  classes 
in  1873  to  102  in  1881. 

* 1882-two  School  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame 
arrived,  initially  teaching  younger  children, 
then  all  pupils  when  Mr  J.  Leyes  left  for 
further  education.  School  Sisters  served  the 
school  for  nearly  a century 

* 1883-a  Union  school,  with  lease  agreement 
between  trustees  of  SS  13  and  trustees  of 
Roman  Catholic  Separate  Mission  School  to 
rent  northern  room  of  2-room  schoolhouse, 
playground,  part  of  woodshed  and  privy  for  10 
years  at  $10  a year  (see  copy  provided  by  J. 
Zinger).  Provision  that  if  Public  School  not 
maintained  and  if  householders  all  support  RC 
Mission  school,  then  no  rent  need  be  paid. 

Lease  signed  by  trustees  of  both  school 
boards  19  December  1883:  Edward  Halter 
(farmer),  Charles  Halter  (innkeeper)  and 
Anton  Frank  (cooper)  for  the  Public  School 
Board;  and  Joseph  Bruder  (farmer),  Franz  Gehl 
(farmer)  and  Anton  Weiler  (farmer  and  weaver) 
for  the  Separate  School  Board. 

* 1884-School  Sisters  took  charge,  except  for 
Louis  Kraemer  who  taught  older  boys 


1891-1897.  Sisters  Michael,  Evangelista  and 
Lucitta  taught  many  years.  German  was  the 
language  of  instruction  till  1916,  but 
English  literature  taught  as  a subject. 

* 1898-under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  Stephen 
Foerster  the  4-roomed,  yellow-brick  school 
(including  stage  for  concerts  and  a lunch 
room)  still  in  use  (with  additions).  "The  old 
school  building  was  then  dismantled,  most  of 
the  bricks  reused  as  the  inside  row  of  the 
new  double  brick  school  building,  and  the 
second  one  turned  into  a residence  and  sold" 
(Zinger).  Large  sheds  to  shelter  horses  were 
built  by  farmers,  that  were  torn  down  in  1950 
and  the  area  used  as  a parking  lot.  The  new 
school  was  built  on  a site  just  opposite  the 
church,  the  land  having  been  given  by  the 
Bishop  to  the  Board  (Spetz  p.69).  View  cl900 
reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995),  p.245. 

* 1933,  Oct-school  received  first  prize  in 
essay  contest  for  history  of  the  school 
section  at  Waterloo  East  Township  School  Fair 
at  Riverbank.  Enrolment  in  1933  of  116. 

Sister  M.  Evangelista  died  a few  months 
before  (KDR  7 Oct  1933). 

* 1937-electricity  installed  into  the  school 
and  convent 

* 1938-plumbing  installed  in  the  school 

* 1958-PTA  organized  with  240  children 
enrolled  in  classrooms.  Additional  10  acres 
added  to  school  grounds. 

* 1960-Decided  to  discontinue  the  teaching  of 
grades  9 and  10  in  Maryhill,  and  arrangement 
were  made  for  them  to  attend  St  Mary’s  and  St 
Jerome’s  in  Kitchener 

* 1963-gym  and  kitchen  added 

* 1964-”new  separate  school  boards  were 
formed  in  the  areas  served  by  St  Boniface 
Parish.  These  boards  in  turn  amalgamated  to 
form  a combined  separate  school  area  known  as 
RCSS  Waterloo,  Woolwich  and  Guelph 
Townships.  Catholic  children  from  the 
surrounding  district  are  brought  by  bus  to  the 
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one  school  which  is  in  use:  that  at  Maryhill.  P-13;  New  Germany/Maryhill;  Maryhill 

Additions  to  the  school  building  were  Historical  Society,  1977-1982;  KPL  vf 

immediately  necessary.  The  new  1965  section  Maryhill;  Joseph  A.  Zinger  contributions 

included  2 classrooms,  washrooms,  a kitchen 

and  a gymnasium.  Since  the  gymnasium  was 

partly  financed  by  the  parish,  it  is  sometimes 

used  as  hall  for  parish  activities.  Now,  in  1967, 

the  school  has  220  students,  7 teachers 

including  both  sisters  and  lay  persons  and 

plans  for  further  additions  on  land  which  as 

already  been  purchased"  (Zinger) 

* 1965-new  addition,  making  6 classrooms,  an 
auditorium,  2 new  washrooms  and  2 dinner 
rooms  for  children. 

* 1969-joined  with  other  schools  to  form  the 
Waterloo  County  Separate  School  Board.  After 
School  Sisters  left  in  1968,  convent  (built 
1903)  closed  in  1969  and  turned  into  nursing 
home;  later  rebuilt.  Former  lay  principals 
were  Mr  Cecil  Kavanaugh,  Loreen  Cresswell, 

John  Gross 

* 1979-the  last  of  School  Sisters,  Sister 
Gemma  Belanger,  ceased  teaching:  "...  with 
the  improvement  of  the  education  system  in 
Ontario,  the  need  for  nuns  in  a regular 
classroom  setting  has  diminished.  It’s  time 
to  move  on,  she  says,  to  more  specialized 
areas"  such  as  social  work  in  jails,  in 
special  homes  (KPL  vf  Maryhill) 

* 1986-plaque  "St  Boniface  School  Bell  1898 
S.S.  13  relocated  and  dedicated  by  the 
Historical  Society  of  St  Boniface  & Maryhill 
Community,  September  21,  1986" 

Note:  "One  of  the  peculiarities  of  this 
school  was  that  it  was  a public  school  till 
quite  recently,  although  there  was  only  one 
non-Catholic  in  the  section"  (Spetz,  p.70, 

1916)--see  photo  of  New  Germany  school  and 
convent  (Spetz  p.71).  Second  Separate  school 
was  opened  in  1949  in  Bridgeport 

Sources:  Journal  of  New  Germany  for  1922  has 
photo  of  school  bell;  Waterloo  County 
Catholic  Separate  School  Board:  a history, 
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STRASBURG  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  2,  Strasburg 
Opened:  1842? 

Closed:  1964 

Location:  1st  at  corner  of  Huron  Road  and 
Mill  Street 

* 2nd  A.  Cressman’s  land  (how  far  apart  were 
these  sites?) 

Milestones:  cl842-log  school  was  built  on 
Shereski  property,  corner  of  Huron  Road  and 
Mill  Street 

* 1848-second  log  school  on  A.  Cressman’s 
land 

* Included  in  Ahrens  account  for  1852 

* 1850-55:  Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  here 
for  months  in  each  year:  3/10/10/10/12/3 

* 1853-fence  and  gate  built  round  schoolyard 

* 1854-well  dug 

* 1863-66:  Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  here  - 
four  12-month  terms.  Pupils  included  Watson 
children  (notably  Homer,  Jude  and  Phoebe), 
also  Robert  Perrine  (but  some  tradition  of  a 
log  school  in  Doon  started  1810).  Doon 
children  generally  attended  Strasburg  or 
Blair  until  Doon  school  in  later  1870s,  after 
Burkholder  retired. 

* 1865-decided  to  enlarge  school  house 

* 1870-brick  school  built,  always  one  room 
only.  One  teacher  in  the  1870s  was  Helen 
Wilson.  During  the  winter  young  men  as  old  as 
25  and  30  came  to  school. 

* 1873-Pearce’s  comment:  "brick 
schoolhouse-very  neat  and  tidy" 

* 1875-Benjamin  Burkholder  taught  here, 
before  retirement  11  June  1875 

* 1876-Pearce’s  report:"Good  progress  made 
here,  especially  in  first,  second  and  third 
classes.  It  is  apparently  the  teacher’s 
desire  to  secure  thoroughness  rather  than 
show." 

* 189 7- 1923-Section  included  German  Mills 
area  west  of  railway 

* 1913-photo  of  pupils,  incl.  Charlie  and 


George  Berge  reproduced  in  Bloomfield  (1995), 
p.248 

* 1932-Swings  and  teeter  totters  erected 
(minutes) 

* 1937,  Dec-moved  that  hydro  be  installed 
(minutes) 

* 1943-flush  toilets 

* 1945-voted  against  entering  a school  area 
with  Blair,  Plains,  Williamsburg,  Doon,  Nine 
Pines,  and  English  Settlement  (typed  sheet  in 
minutes) 

* 1948-voted  to  buy  a record  player  (minutes) 

* 1952-"The  inspector’s  report  was  read  by  N. 
Hollyhauer.  This  report  dealt  with  the 
general  conduct  of  the  school  and  evaluated 
its  practical"  effectiveness. 

* 1955-"School  is  not  overcrowded  and  number 
of  pupils  will  decrease  in  the  next  five 

years  providing  the  area  is  kept 
agricultural"  Planning  report 

* 1964-annexed  by  the  City  of  Kitchener 

* 1965,  Oct-burned  down  as  a training 
exercise  for  firemen  as  the  building  needed 
to  be  removed  to  make  way  for  industrial 
development  (Huron  Industrial  Park).  There 
was  some  thought  of  moving  the  school  to  Doon 
Pioneer  Village,  but  it  was  deemed  too 
expensive.  A photograph  in  the  Helena  Feasby 
Tweedsmuir  is  better  than  the  one  in  the  WHS 
because  it  shows  some  women  in  the  foreground 
watching  the  school  burn. 

* Replaced  by  an  area  school  at  Doon 
Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 

has  minutes  for  1932-1964,  classification  of 
pupils,  1873-1877,  and  visitors’  book, 

1899-1919.  Helena  Feasby  Tweedsmuir;  WHS 
archives  have  minutes  from  1932-1952 
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SUNNYSIDE  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  31,  Sunnyside 

Opened.  1941 

Location:  Site  bounded  by  Weber  E,  Prospect, 
Emerald  and  Euler 

Milestones:  1940-dormitory  suburb  known  as 
Sunnyside  (Kingsdale)  between  Kitchener  and 
Centreville  had  105  families  and  population 
of  500;  after  the  Parkway  school  burned  down 
in  1939,  the  Centreville  school  overcrowded 
and  Sunnyside  children  were  sent  to  Suddaby 
School  in  central  Kitchener. 

* 1940,  Dec  27-inaugural  meeting  in  home  of 
Gordon  Wiegand,  with  Ralph  Brubacher  and 
Harry  Simpson.  Bus  service  to  Kitchener 
schools  to  be  continued  at  $3/day.  Special 
meeting  of  ratepayers,  20  Jan.  1941  at  St 
Luke’s  Lutheran  with  55  present;  decided  to 
buy  parcels  between  Weber  St  E in  S,  Prospect 
in  N,  Emerald  in  W and  Euler  in  E;  debentures 
for  $37,500  over  20  years  at  3 per  cent. 

Dunker  Construction  won  contract  for  4-room 
school,  with  W.H.E.  Schmalz  architect. 

Special  features  were  tile  floors,  glass 
blackboards,  classroom  lockers,  electric 

clocks,  steam  heating  and  a large 
"auditorium"  in  the  basement  for  community 
meetings 

* 1941,  Sept  9-school  opened  with  3 rooms 
operational  for  118  pupils,  a spare  room  and 
a basement,  but  over  the  10  years  both  the 
spare  room  and  basement  became  classrooms. 
Principal  Lester  Shantz,  with  Mrs  Newman  and 
Miss  Scott.  Irvin  Moss,  Edward  Jansen  and 
Titus  Shantz  were  the  trustees  (Dietz). 

* Community  uses:  spare  room  used  first  as 
"well  baby  clinic,"  also  for  Sunnyside 
Women’s  Institute,  Girl  Guides,  Brownies,  Boy 
Scouts,  Cubs,  Recreational  Club,  Home  and 
School  Association.  Community  helped  with 
improvements,  with  the  motto  "Take  Pride  in 
Sunnyside."  Involved  in  ice  skating  rink, 

with  a Winter  Ice  Carnival  on  14  February 


1947 

* 1944-4th  room  opened  for  expected  130  + 
pupils.  All  3 teachers  women,  two  of  them 
married;  in  Dec.  bought  150  oranges  for  $8.50 
as  Christmas  concert  treat.  About  3,000  trees 
planted  by  students  - white  and  red  cedar; 
white,  red,  Jack  and  Scotch  pine;  white  and 
Norway  spruce;  tulip;  larch;  walnut; 
butternut;  black  cherry;  hickory;  hemlock; 
white  and  yellow  birch  etc.  Mainly  on  Emerald 
Street  side,  but  not  by  1950s? 

* 1947-auditorium  mentioned;  Waterloo  County 
Federation  of  agriculture  Field  Day  8 
September  1947  addressed  by  WLM  King; 
principal  male  with  3 female  assts  (all  Miss) 
but  hired  Mrs  Bechtel  as  K teacher  in  Dec. 
1948;  149  students  in  Sept.  1948 

* 1949-kindergarten/Primaiy  room  opened  in 
basement;  details  of  forming  and  maintaining 
rink 

* 1950-Kitchener  Board  of  Education  would 
accept  local  Grade  8 pupils  for  $98.63; 
trying  to  get  Grand  River  Railway  to  provide 
transport 

* 1952,  Jan  1-School  annexed  with  the  suburb 
into  Kitchener,  but  not  mentioned  in  minutes 
except  that  Harry  Simpson  resigned  as 
treasurer.  The  ratepayers  were  aware  that 
major  extensions  would  have  to  be  built. 

There  was  some  suggestion  that  incorporation 
with  Kitchener  would  bring  hydro  rates  down. 
There  was  some  discussion  concerning  the  name 
of  the  school  when  Kitchener  took  it  over, 
whether  it  should  be  Sunnyside  or  Kingsdale, 
but  Sunnyside  prevailed. 

* 1954-Kitchener  provided  a second  floor  to 
the  school,  heavy  construction  occurring 
mainly  in  summer  for  $82,300  with  Schmalz  as 
architect  again. 

* 1958-addition  of  6 classrooms,  staffroom 
and  gym  by  architect  Lingwood  for  $120,000; 
enrolment  rising  to  486  at  time  when  70  new 
houses  were  being  built  in  surrounding 


streets. 

* 1963-Senior  Public  School  in  1963,  and 
fourth  addition  in  1967. 

* 1992,  May  8-school  reunion  held  to 
celebrate  50th  anniversary.  Bonnie  Dietz,  a 
history  teacher,  compiled  Sunnyside  School, 
1941-1992,  which  includes  many  photos  and 
lists  of  staff. 

Sources:  KPL  OHT  with  Harry  Simpson;  KPL  vf 
Sunnyside  Public  School;  full  minutes  at 
WatCBE;  Bonnie  Dietz,  Sunnyside  School, 
1941-1992,  unpaged;  G.H.  Dobrindt’s  taped 
recollections 
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VANCE  SCHOOL 

Waterloo  Township,  SS  17,  Vance/Crossin’s 
Opened:  1859 
Closed:  1965 

Location:  corner  of  the  intersection  of 
Waterloo  Township  roads  3 and  24 
Milestones:  Log  school  was  known  as 
Crossin’s;  stone  schoolhouse  as  Vance 

* 1859,  Sept-defined  by  Bylaw  158  from  parts 
of  SS16,  SS14  and  SS15 

* 1895-stone  one-room  building  with  an 
outdoor  latrine  and  wooden  building  that 
could  stable  two  horses.  Cost  of  $1,100 
allowed  in  Bylaw  19  of  1890?  The  school  had  a 
wood-burning  furnace  that  could  take  sticks 
up  to  a yard  long,  and  a basement  that  served 
as  cloakroom,  lunchroom  and  library.  A 
stone-walled  dug  well  supplied  water.  Most  of 
the  teachers  boarded  at  the  Vance  home  in  the 
early  1900s  (recollections  of  Edward  Reeve  in 
Jubilee  Tweedsmuir) 

* 1955-"This  is  one  school  which  appears  to 
have  no  problems"  (KWR  summary  of  planning 
report) 

* 1962-Formed  School  Area  3 with  Kossuth, 
after  bitter  controversy  with  Waterloo 
Township  Area  1 School  Board,  but  Vance  was 
the  only  functioning  school. 

* 1965-school  closed,  junior  grades  attending 
Maple  Grove  or  Breslau 

* 1966-"claim  made  for  the  property  by  Mr  P. 
Prong  in  that  his  ancestor  had  had  made  a 
gift  of  the  property  which  was  to  used  only 
for  school  purposes.  The  problem  was  taken  to 
the  courts,  and  by  a lost  Statement  of 
Defence,  the  Supreme  Court  awarded  the 
property  to  Mr  Prong"  (Preston  Tweedsmuir) 

* 1969?-Sold  to  Mr  and  Mrs  Manning 
Note:  Mr  Edward  Reeve,  who  left  the  school 

in  1903  at  the  age  of  11  notes, "I  personally 
never  heard  that  Vance  name  applied  to  that 
school." 

* Jubilee  Tweedsmuir  includes  photos,  one 


showing  the  pupils  and  their  teacher,  Peter 
Fischer,  with  his  bicycle.  A 1916  snapshot 
shows  Vance  schoolchildren  in  a wagon  ready 
to  go  to  the  school  fair  and  a 1919  snapshot 
was  taken  on  Arbour  Day. 

Sources:  Jubilee  Institute  Tweedsmuir; 

Preston  Tweedsmuir;  Kathryn  Lamb’s  notes 
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Waterloo  Township,  Union  SS  28,  Victoria 
Opened:  1896 
Closed:  1963 

Location:  NE  of  Bloomingdale  and  NW  of  New 
Germany/Maryhill.  The  Waterloo  Township  lots 
included  parts  of  GCT  lots  67,  77,  78,  part 
of  69  and  WT11;  both  Waterloo  and  Woolwich 
townships  contributed. 

Milestones:  1896-one-room  white  brick  school 
built  on  one  acre  of  land  purchased  from 
Matthew  Durrant  for  forty  dollars.  The  school 
was  constructed  for  less  than  a thousand 
dollars.  Farmers  wanted  a school  nearer  than 
Bloomingdale  (Bloomingdale  Tweedsmuir). 

* 1905-the  school  became  known  as  Victoria 

* 1914-attendance  register  shows  19  Waterloo 
Township  pupils  and  11  from  Woolwich. 

* 1955-"If  this  land  is  held  for  agricultural 
purposes  and  urban  development  is 
discouraged,  the  school  will  be  large  enough 
for  many  years"  (KWR  summary  of  planning 
report) 

* 1964-the  school  was  sold  to  the  Bridgeport 
Rod  and  Gun  Club,  the  students  scattering  to 
Bloomingdale,  Winterbourne,  and  Maryhill. 
Trustees  still  functioned  a board  purchasing 
education  from  nearby  schools. 

Sources:  Bloomingdale  Tweedsmuir  includes  a 
photograph  of  the  school  with  students 
outside,  taken  some  time  in  the  50s? 
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WILLIAMSBURG  SCHOOL 
Waterloo  Township,  SS  7,  Williamsburg 
Opened:  cl842 
Closed:  1966 

Location:  NW  corner  of  the 
Kitchener-Roseville  Highway  and  Bleams  Road 
to  Parkway  (formerly  German  Mills) 

* Bleams  Road  near  the  intersection  of  County 
Road  #15;  RR#2,  Kitchener 

Milestones:  Included  in  Ahrens  accounts  for 
1852 

* cl842-log  school 

* 1859-Dec.  1860-earliest  records 

* 1860,  May  23-"Most  attending  nearly  all 
small  children-a  few  more  advanced  answered 
pretty  well.  I should  recommend  more 
attention  to  be  given  to  the  study  of 
geography  and  grammar-should  like  to  see  the 
youngest  children  familiar  with  the  nature  of 
maps  and  the  general  features  of  earth.  The 
general  appearance  was  regular  and  orderly" 
(J.M.  Meechan  in  visitors’  book) 

* 1865-present  stone  school  built  from 
fieldstone,  brick  addition  later,  and  belfry 

* 1866,  Sept  19-"The  scholars  were  orderly 
and  attentive.  Was  pleased  to  notice  that  the 
school  room  was  well  furnished  with  maps  and 
apparatus.  The  school  was  small.  Should  like 
to  see  some  more  attention  paid  to  the 
definitions  of  words.  On  the  whole  I was  well 
pleased." 

* 1874-Pearce’s  report:  "An  excellent  school. 

A most  energetic  teacher,  who  understands  the 
art  of  teaching.  School  house  divided  to 
accommodate  an  assistant." 

* 1878-one  of  five  Waterloo  Township  schools 
listed  by  Pearce  as  providing  school 
instruction  in  German.  The  others  were 
numbers  9,13,18,25.  German  reported  in  most 
years  between  1873  and  1881  except  1877. 

* 1875-Pearce’s  report:  "School,  as  usual,  in 
excellent  condition." 

* 1922-basement  and  cloakroom  added 


* 1934-library  added 

* 1938-Miss  Snider,  a music  teacher,  came  in 
once  a month 

* 1940-Parkway  pupils  used  one  room  in  the 
school  due  to  a fire 

* 1943-Waterloo  Township  public  health  nurse, 
Miss  Cronk,  made  her  first  visit  to  the 
school. 

* 1945,  April-ratepayers  voted  11  to  3 in 
favour  of  joining  the  township  school  area, 
at  a meeting  where  inspector  G.H.  Dobrindt 
"outlined  the  [principal]  rules  and 
regulations  as  to  how  it  would  be  run,  and 
also  the  grants  the  school  would  benefit  by, 
if  the  school  area  be  formed,  and  after 
considerable  discussion  a vote  was  taken  by 
ballot." 

* 1946,  Jan-joined  area  3,  with  John  Steckle 
as  trustee;  the  last  minutes  of  1945  note 
recommendations  for  improvements  that  had  not 
been  done  "owing  to  the  scarcity  of  help  the 
past  years" 

* 1948,  July  1-Old  Boys  and  Girls  Reunion 
held  at  school-  photo 

* 1953,  Jan-the  school  area  was  dissolved  and 
Williamsburg  took  over  operation  of  their  own 
section.  Minutes  1953-1963  at  WatCBE  record 
events  following  dissolution  of  Waterloo 
Township  School  Area  No.  3 in  November  1953 
(Ion  Weber  elected  for  3 yrs,  Gordon  Dubrick 

2 yrs,  Andrew  Filsinger  1 yr).  George  Reist 
sec.treas.  throughout  (and  auditor?) 

* 1954-new  pressurized  water  system  installed 

* 1955-"the  school  is  overcrowded  now  but 
pupil  population  will  go  down  in  two  years 
but  climb  higher  than  ever  by  1960.  A new 
school  is  recommended  rather  than  adding 
another  room.  Urban  development  should  be 
watched  carefully  to  see  that  it  provides 
enough  assessment  for  a new  school"  (KWR 
summary  of  planning  report) 

* 1956-oil  furnace  installed 

* 1958  and  1959-grade  7 and  8 pupils  bused  to 


9 Pines 

* 1960-small  room  opened  and  remodelled  for 
junior  grades 

* 1960,  1961  and  1963-grades  6,7  and  8 from 
Plains  transported  to  Williamsburg 

* 1962-pupils  in  grades  1-3  were  taught  at 
Plains  School,  grades  4-8  taught  in  two  rooms 
at  Williamsburg 

* 1963,  Mar  12-meeting  of  SS  3 and  SS  7 
ratepayers  at  Williamsburg  School  voted  28  to 
2 to  join  in  Waterloo  Township  School  Area  4 

* 1964-pupils  and  teachers  transferred  to 
Doon 

* 1966,  Feb-school  closed  and  pupils  and 
teachers  transferred  to  Doon 

* 1966-school  sold  as  a house  first  to 
Colleen  and  Michael  Baldwin  and  later  to  Mr 
and  Mrs  David  Rumpel-some  items  from  the 
school  were  brought  to  Doon  Pioneer  Village, 
and  there  are  photographs  in  the  Helena 
Feasby  Tweedsmuir  history  of  the  move 

* 1990,  Aug  25-Reunion  of  Plains  and 
Williamsburg  Schools  organized  by  Agnes  and 
George  Reist. 

Note:  The  school  was  used  by  the  Beaver 
Literary  Society  from  1904-1916,  and  by  the 
Farmers’  Club  between  1910  and  1920.  Some  of 
the  teachers  were  Mr  Moyer,  Mr  Metzger,  Mr 
Zander,  Jacob  Donnenworth,  Simon  H.  Swartz, 
Joseph  Bingeman,  Samuel  Herner,  Isa  Wright, 
and  Nina  Heard,  and  of  course,  Helena  Feasby. 
Sources:  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 
has  minutes  for  1953-1963  KPL  vf  KW  Schools, 
Regional  Municipality  of  Waterloo;  Helena 
Feasby  Tweedsmuir  has  many  photos  of  the 
school,  classes  and  teachers  from  cl895  to 
1964.  Agnes  Reist  has  a scrapbook  of 
photographs  and  clippings  of  the  1990 
reunion.  She  also  has  a visitor’s  book  dating 
from  1859-1924,  teacher  contracts  and  minutes 
from  1875-1920,  the  minutes  from  1921-1945, 
and  the  Beaver  Literary  Society’s  Minutes  for 
the  years  1912-1919. 
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WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  RECORDS 
AND  RECORDS  OF  OTHER  SCHOOL  BOARDS 
IN  WATERLOO  COUNTY 

NOTE  Surviving  records  of  the  period  prior  to 
the  creation  of  the  Waterloo  County  Board  of 
Education  were  located  and  described  by  Elizabeth 
Bloomfield  as  part  of  research  for  Waterloo 
Township  through  two  centuries.  The  co-operation 
of  Pablo  Machetzki,  secretary  of  the  Waterloo 
County  Board,  in  providing  access  to  the  records 
in  his  care,  is  acknowledged.  Records  of  other 
schools,  besides  those  in  the  former  Waterloo 
Township,  are  noted. 

Key  to  Location  Codes: 

OKITW  Waterloo  Historical  Society  archives 
WatCBE  Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education 

AYR  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARD: 

Ayr  Public  School  Board.  Minutes, 

1962-1969.  1 v.  (164  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

BERLIN  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARD: 

Berlin  Public  School  Board.  Minutes, 

1863-1915.  4 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

1863-1886;  1886-1898;  1898-1908; 

1908-1915 

ELMIRA  DISTRICT  HIGH  SCHOOL  BOARD: 
Elmira  District  High  School  Board.  Minutes, 
1922-1969.  5 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Handwritten,  excellent  record:  1st  v. 
from  June  1922  to  December  1940  500  pp; 
2nd  v.  to  December  1950  400  pp.;  3rd  v. 
to  November  1958  500  pp;  4th  v.  to  end 
of  1967  500  pp;  5th  v.  uses  only  55  pp. 
Reference  in  June  1922  to  resolution  of 
village  council  asking  county  council  to 
change  Elmira  Continuation  School  to  a 
High  School. 


ELMIRA  SCHOOL  BOARD: 

Elmira  School  Board/  Woolwich  Tp,  U.S.S.#4. 
Minutes,  1886-1969.  9 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

An  excellent  record.  Three  volumes 
from  1949  to  1969.  In  Vol.  for 
1927-1939,  at  pp.  331-2,  is  press 
cutting  with  very  detailed  history  of 
school  to  circa  1938. 

GALT  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION: 

Galt  Board  of  Education.  Advisory 
Vocational  Committee  minutes,  1963-1968.  2 
binders.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Two  slightly  different  sets,  one  from 
1965  to  1968  only. 

Galt  Board  of  Education.  Cash  book, 

1939-1951.  1 large  ledger.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Galt  Board  of  Education.  Committee  minutes, 
1967-1969.  2 binders.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Special  committees  and  Committee  of 
the  Whole 

GALT  COLLEGIATE  INSTITUTE  BOARD: 
Galt  Collegiate  Institute  Board.  Advisory 
Vocational  Committee  minutes,  1922-1926.  1 
v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Galt  Collegiate  Institute  Board.  Minutes, 
1918-1926.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Handwritten,  with  press  clippings  and 
accounts  pasted  in. 

GALT  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARD: 

Galt  Public  School  Board/  Galt  Board  of 
Education.  Minutes,  1855-1927.  9 v.  Loc: 
WatCBE. 

1)  January  1855-January  1873: 
excellent  record  of  regular  monthly 
meetings,  6 members,  2 retiring  each 
year;  includes  relevant  press  clippings, 
such  as  Abstract  of  Accounts  of  Board  of 


Public  School  Trustees;  2)  July 
1892-December  1901;  3)  January 
1901- January  1912  4)  February  1912-March 
1922:  8 members  by  1912;  typed  and 
duplicated  minutes  from  1918;  5)  April 
1922-October  1927;  6)  1927-1945  (very 
large);  7)  1946-1963;  8)1964-1966 
(incl.)  9)  1967-1969  (incl.) 

Galt  Public  School  Board.  Record  of  work 
permits  issued,  1934-1968.  1 v.  (109  p.) 

Loc:  WatCBE. 

Set  up  in  8 columns  across  two  pages 
for  each  person  issued  a permit  - date 
of  issue,  name,  address,  DOB,  date  of 
expiry,  name  of  employer,  school  grade 
or  class,  remarks  (usually  that 
expired). 

HESPELER  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARD: 
Hespeler  Public  School  Board.  Minutes, 
November  1959-May  1969.  1 v.  (254  p.)  Loc: 
WatCBE. 

Excellent  record 

KITCHENER  AND  DISTRICT  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  BOARD: 

Kitchener  and  District  Public  School  Board. 
Minutes  (and  other  records?),  1967.  Loc: 
OWCBE? 

Formed  by  merger  of  Kitchener, 
Bridgeport  and  Waterloo  Township  School 
Boards;  brief  life  before  succeeded  by 
Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education. 

Held  at  Waterloo  County  Board  of 
Education? 
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KITCHENER  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARD: 
Kitchener  Public  School  Board.  Record  of 
work  permits  issued,  1951-1968.  1 v.  (109 
p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Set  up  in  columns:  name  of  person 
issued  a permit,  date  of  issue,  name, 
address,  DOB,  date  of  expiry,  name  of 
employer,  school  grade  or  class,  remarks 
(usually  that  permit  had  expired). 

NEW  HAMBURG  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARD: 
New  Hamburg  Public  School  Board.  Minutes, 
January  1875-June  190.  5 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

First  (to  1874)  and  third  (1897-1920) 
volumes  reported  missing.  Otherwise  a 
fine  record.  Accounts  are  included. 

NORTH  DUMFRIES  TOWNSHIP  HIGH 
SCHOOL  AREA: 

North  Dumfries  Township  High  School  Area. 
Minutes,  1939-1965.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

NORTH  DUMFRIES  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL 
AREA- 

North  Dumfries  Township  School  Area. 
Accounts,  1967.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

NORTH  DUMFRIES  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL 
AREA  #1: 

North  Dumfries  Township  School  Area  #1. 
Minutes,  1946-1969.  2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Schools  on  east  side  of  township 

PRESTON  HIGH  SCHOOL  BOARD: 

Preston  High  School  Board.  Minutes, 
1940-1946.  1 binder.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

PRESTON  SCHOOL  BOARD: 

Preston  School  Board.  Minutes,  1917-1951  . 

2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

6 March  1917-14  January  1935;  Jan. 
1935-December  1951 


Preston  School  Board.  Minutes,  December 
1965-December  1966.  1 binder.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Includes  related  correspondence  and 
reports,  as  if  the  record  accumulated  by 
one  trustee  during  the  year. 

WATERLOO  NORTH  SCHOOL  FAIR 
ASSOCIATION: 

Waterloo  North  School  Fair  Association. 
Minutes  of  annual  meetings,  1936-1937.  1 
v.  (only  4 pp.  used)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP: 

Waterloo  Township.  School  Census  and 
Equalization  Rate  Books,  1910-1919.  3 v. 

Loc:  OKITW. 

Equalization  Rate  Books  organized  by 
school  section,  with  columns  for  name  of 
householder,  numbers  of  children  aged 
5-21  and  5-16,  numbers  of  acres, 
assessed  value,  and  trustees’  rate. 
Miscellaneous  loose  pages  of  later  dates 
(to  early  1940s)  are  enclosed,  including 
a catalogue  of  one  school  library. 

WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  AREA 
PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARD: 

Waterloo  Township  School  Area  Public  School 
Board.  Minutes,  January  1965-June  1967.  1 
binder.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  AREA  #1 
BOARD: 

Waterloo  Township  Area  #1  School  Board. 
Minutes,  1943-1964.  set  of  loose  pages  (11 
x 17)  apparently  once  ringbound;  2 v.  Loc: 
WatCBE,  OKITW. 

1)  1943-1951;  2)  July  1951-December 
1960;  3)  January  1961-December  1964. 
Example  of  benefits  of  larger  operation 
the  installation  of  telephones  in  9 
schools  in  1957  Informal  collection  of 
newsletter  and  personnel  details. 


WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  AREA  #1: 
Waterloo  Township  School  Area  No.  1. 

Minutes,  Jan.  1961-December  1964.  1 vol. 

Loc:  OWCBE. 

Twice-monthly  meetings.  Elton  Bechtel 
chair,  then  Glenn  Peister;  S.D.  Oakes, 

School  Inspector.  Elizabeth  Macdonnell 
Secy  throughout  and  for  17  yrs.  By  early 
1962,  trustees  responsible  to  help  in 
emergency  with  nearest  school  - Peister 
at  Pine  Grove  and  Riverbank,  H.  Reist  at 
Bloomingdale,  G.  Stauffer  at  Shantz 
Station,  and  Vance,  Mrs  O.  Wideman  at 
Maple  Grove  and  Kossuth,  Mr  Robt  Zeller 
at  Breslau. 

WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  AREA  #2 
BOARD: 

Waterloo  Township  Area  #2  School  Board. 

Minutes,  January  1946-December  1964.  1 
bound  v;  1 ringbound  octavo,  very  fragile 
(2nd  copy  consists  of  2 ringbound  octavo) 

Loc:  WatCBE. 

1)  1946- 1952-ms-inaugural  trustees  W. 

Schmidt,  A.  Martin,  H.  Moeser,  G. 

Bingeman,  J.  Shantz  and  Inspector  G.H. 

Dobrindt  2)  1953-An  excellently  | 

detailed,  typed  record  by  secy  D.D.  • 

Millar,  of  regular  monthly  meetings  and 
occasional  special  meetings.  Trustees  in  £ 

1953  were  Wilfrid  Schmitt  (chair),  f 

Cleason  Snyder,  Gilbert  Snider  and 
Melvin  Bearinger.  By  May  1963,  . 

operating  Elmdale  (1  teacher,  closed  jj 

1963),  Rummelhardt  (2),  Erbsville  (4), 

Martin’s  (4),  Lexington  (5)  while 

Bearinger’s  closed  apparently  in  June  | 

1963  I 

I 
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WATERLOO  TOWNSHIP  HIGH  SCHOOL 
BOARD: 

Waterloo  Township  High  School  Board. 
Minutes,  1952-1969.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

John  Steckle  chair  in  early  to 
mid-1950s  - main  function  was 
responsibility  for  transporting  Township 
students  to  High  Schools  in  adjoining 
municipalities.  Mainly  accounts. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#1,  BLAIR: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#1,  Blair.  Cash  books, 
1955-1964.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#1,  Blair.  Minutes, 
1940-1945;  1953-1964.  1 v.  (142  pp.)  Loc: 
WatCBE. 

Harry  Kinsie  noted  as  sec-treas.  15 
yrs  till  Dec.  1945.  Sketchy  record,  but 
detail  of  planning  for  new  school  in 
1958.  Typed  from  1960. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#1,  Blair.  Registers, 

1918...1964.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#2,  STRASBURG: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#2,  Strasburg. 
Classification  of  pupils,  1873-1877,  and 
Visitors’  book,  1899-1919.  1 v.  Loc: 

WatCBE. 

Lists  of  pupils  grouped  by  class  and 
reading  book  in  each  quarter,  followed 
by  a note  of  absentees  or  truants.  At 
the  back  of  the  volume,  20  pages  contain 
comments  by  visitors  between  1899  and 
1919  (mainly  in  the  first  half  of  that 
period). 


Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#2,  Strasburg.  Minutes, 
1932-1964.  2 v.  (2d  has  86  pp.)  Loc:  OKITW, 
WatCBE. 

For  1953-1964  at  Waterloo  County  Board 
of  Education.  WHS  has  1932-1952 
(including  accounts  passed,  and  a loose 
record  of  1945  meeting  regarding 
formation  of  School  Area  Board). 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#2,  Strasburg.  Registers, 

1927.. .1963.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#3,  PLAINS: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#3,  Plains.  Cash  books, 
1942-1945.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Only  19  pages  used. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#3,  Plains.  Minutes, 
1842-1965.  Loc:  OWCBE. 

Some  held  at  Waterloo  County  Board  of 
Education  - OISE  says  1942-1945 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#3,  Plains.  Minutes, 
1953-1963.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Reconstituted  after  dissolution  of 
Area  School  Board  3 in  December  1953. 
1954  trustees  Walter  Trussler,  Clare 
Veitch,  Menno  Moyer  and  sec.  George 
Reist  (throughout  the  10  years).  Report 
of  meeting  at  Plains  in  April  1960  about 
joining  Williamsburg  into  a School  Area 
or  Union,  but  not  pursued. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#3,  Plains.  Registers, 

1913.. .1966.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#4,  PINE  GROVE: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#4,  Pine  Grove.  Cash  books 
with  minutes  of  annual  meetings,  1855-1944. 

3 v.  Loc:  OKITW,  WatCBE. 

WHS  at  OKITW  has  what  were  two 
volumes  loosely  within  one  set  of  covers  for 
1855-1885;  1886-1929,  with  minutes  of 


some  annual  meetings  at  back,  1885-1929 
WatCBE  has  1930-1944 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#4,  Pine  Grove.  Minutes, 
1842-1968.  Loc:  OWCBE? 

Some  held  at  Waterloo  County  Board  of 
Education?  - OISE  says  Journal  for 
1930-1944 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#4,  Pine  Grove.  Registers, 
1879-1886,  1920-1964.  Loc:  OKITW,  WatCBE. 

WHS  at  OKIT  has  earlier  series;  WatCBE 
the  ran  from  1920-1964. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#5,  CENTREVILLE: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#5,  Centreville.  Minutes, 
1948-1964.  1 v.  (c.200  pp.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Minutes  for  1948-1964  cover  period  of 
intense  suburban  growth,  annexations  by 
Kitchener,  the  building  of  the  Howard 
Robertson  School,  and  the  phase  after 
1957  when  trustees  bought  services  from 
Kitchener  Public  School  Board.  Trustees 
included  Irvin  Moss,  Oscar  Thompson, 

Jack  Young,  John  G.  Feasby,  and  Fred  P. 
Schneider. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#5,  Centreville. 

Registers,  1900.  Loc:  OKITW. 

WHS  at  OKITW  has  registers  for  the 
senior  and  junior  classes  in  1900,  when 
the  teachers  were  Miss  A.L.  Moreland  and 
Miss  E.H.  Adamson. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#6,  NATCHEZ: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#6,  Natchez.  Cash  books, 
1925-1937.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Accounts  in  front  of  volume  also  used 
for  minutes  from  1925  to  1952. 
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Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#6,  Natchez.  Minutes, 
1925-1963.  2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

a)  Minutes  of  all  meetings  from  1925 
to  1952  at  rear  of  cash  book  for  years 
1925-1937;  b)  Minutes  of  annual  school 
meeting,  1953-1963.  Reference  to  new 
section,  location  and  school  building  in 
1925,  presumably  the  remnant  of  SS  6, 
after  division  of  SS  29. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#6,  Natchez.  Registers, 
1924...1963.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#6,  Natchez.  Visitors’ 
book,  1890-1918.  1 v.  (fragile)  Loc: 

WatCBE. 

A record  of  visitors  to  the  school, 
including  comments  sometimes.  Most 
detailed  while  Harry  W.  Brown  was 
teacher,  1890-1894.  Inspector  came 
twice  a year,  and  trustees  would  visit 
as  a group.  As  many  as  150  people  could 
attend  the  Examinations  in  mid-December. 
Record  is  more  sketchy  from  1909  to 
1916.  At  back  is  list  of  pupils  from 
1890  to  1899  inclusive  started  by  Harry 
W.  Brown  with  a call,  unheeded,  for 
later  teachers  to  continue.  Also  a list 
of  teachers  from  1843  to  1866  (that 
might  have  been  longer  but  the  pages 
lost).  Period:  1890  - 1918. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#7,  WILLIAMSBURG: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#7,  Williamsburg.  Minutes, 
1953-1963.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Record  of  events  following  dissolution 
of  Waterloo  Township  School  Area  No.  3 
in  November  1953.  George  Reist 
sec.treas.  throughout  (and  auditor?). 

Incl.  minutes  of  Annual  Rural  School 
Meeting  of  Ratepayers,  26  December  1962 
(5  present)  and  meeting  of  #3  and  #7 
ratepayers  at  Williamsburg  School  12 


March  1963  which  voted  join  into 
Waterloo  Township  School  Area  No.  4. 
Period:  1953  - 1963. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#8,  ELMDALE 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#8,  Elmdale  (Snider’s  Road) 
Minutes,  1847-1927.  1 v.  Loc:  OKITW. 

Volume  (from  which  some  sections  have 
been  razored  out)  consists  of  a)  record 
of  transactions  by  trustees,  1847-1884, 
in  the  first  half  and  b)  minutes  of 
annual  meetings  and  accounts  of  school 
matters,  1885-1923.  These  records  are 
not  arranged  in  chronological  order. 

Note  that  Elmdale  records  given  by 
Waterloo  Township  Board  of  Education  to 
Edna  Staebler  (who  was  to  have  written  a 
histoiy  of  education  in  the  Township) 
and  then  by  her  to  Waterloo  Historical 
Society. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#8,  Elmdale  (Snider’s  Road) 
Registers,  1897-1922,  1940-1963.  Loc: 

OKITW,  WatCBE. 

WHS  at  OKITW  has  1897,  1899,  1901, 
1902,  1903,  and  1917-1922  inclusive; 
Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education  has 
series  since  1940. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#8,  Elmdale  (Snider’s  Road) 
Visitors’  book,  1871-1925.  Loc:  OKITW. 

Also  text  of  a tableau  set  in  1907  and 
produced  to  mark  the  golden  jubilee. 

Note  that  Elmdale  records  were  given  by 
Waterloo  Township  Board  of  Education  to 
Edna  Staebler  (who  was  to  have  written  a 
history  of  education  in  the  Township) 
and  then  to  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#9,  RUMMELHARDT 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#9,  Rummelhardt. 

Registers,  1899...1965.  Loc:  WatCBE. 


WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#10,  ERBSVILLE: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#10,  Erbsville.  Minutes, 

18577-1968.  Loc:  OWCBE? 

AO  records  note  "neat  little  brick 
school  built  in  1873".  Some  held  at 
Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education? 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#10,  Erbsville.  Registers, 

1912...1980.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#10,  WATERLOO 
VILLAGE: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#10,  Waterloo  village. 

Cash  books,  1843-1857.  Loc:  OKITW. 

Accounts  for  1843-1857  and  minutes  for 
1858-1860;  minutes  on  pages  after  1860 
razored  out;  presented  by  Clayton  Wells. 
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WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#11,  BRIDGEPORT: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#11,  Bridgeport.  Minutes, 
1873-1951.  2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Slim  volume  from  1853-1872  consists 
mainly  of  accounts  and  some  contracts 
with  teachers,  e.g.  with  Robert  Fairford 
Cowan  in  1862;  James  Alderson  and  John 
Kraft  were  treasurers  in  this  early 
period.  Larger  volume  from  1873  to  1951 
provides  an  excellent  record  of  mainly 
annual  but  some  special  meetings  (in 
early  years,  some  pages  and  years 
missing,  e.g.  1883).  Ezra  E.  Eby  acted 
as  secretary  from  1880-1886.  Includes 
note  of  defaulting  teacher,  A.H.  Mackay 
in  1875,  plans  for  new  school  house  in 
1879,  and  addition  of  classroom  in 
1925-7.  For  the  new  school  planned  from 
1948,  contentious  meetings  are  reported 
29  February  1948  and  11  June  1948  with 
48  voting  for  and  24  against  new  school. 
Pages  168-170  contain  summary  of  school 
board  members  from  1952  to  1966-67  (last 
year).  For  last  6 years,  elections  only 
every  other  year.  W.  Roedding  chair 
throughout,  and  K Lamb  on  from  1960  to 
1967  inclusive.  At  back  of  large  volume 
is  unusually  complete  record  of 
agreements  and  contacts  from  1873  to 
1888:  from  agreement  with  principal 
teacher  A.H.  Mackay  (salary  $420)  in 
1873,  and  assistants  Miss  Agnes  Lake 
($216)  in  1874  and  Jennie  Brydon  in 
1875,  Ezra  Eby  as  principal  at  $500  in 
1879. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#11,  Bridgeport/  Bridgeport 
Public  School  Board.  Minutes,  1950-1967.  3 
v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Spans  incorporation  of  Bridgeport  as  a 
village  in  1951.  Volumes:  June  1950-Oct. 
1955;  Nov.  1955-Sept.  1963;  Oct. 

1963-June  1967.  An  excellent  record 


Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#11,  Bridgeport.  Minutes 
of  trustees’  meetings  and  cash  books, 
1910-1925?;  1926-1931;  1941-1950..  3 v. 

Loc:  WatCBE. 

A record  of  proceedings  and  accounts 
passed  at  trustees’  meetings. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#12,  BLOOM3NGDALE: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#12,  Bloomingdale. 

Minutes,  1920-1943.  2 v.  (1st  volume,  very 
fragile,  has  200  p.  while  only  a few  pages 
for  1943  in  2nd  v.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#12,  Bloomingdale.  Minutes 
and  cash  books,  1862-1901.  Loc:  OKI'i'W. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#12,  Bloomingdale. 

Registers,  1891,  1902...1980.  Loc:  WatCBE, 
OKITW. 

Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education  has 
large  rim  WHS  has  2 registers  for  1891 
and  Township  Rate  Bill  book  and  also 
"lessons"  by  teacher  Simeon  Bowman 
(around  1865?).  Examples:  "Lazy  Slokins" 
and  "The  Drunkard".  All  three  trustees 
were  Bowmans/Baumans. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#12,  Bloomingdale. 

Visitors’  book,  1866-1926.  very  fragile, 

200  p.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Interesting  evidence  of  teaching. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#14,  SHANTZ  STATION: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#14,  Shantz  Station. 

Registers,  1930...1968.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Registers  from  1940  contain  some 
minutes  of  annual  ratepayers’  meetings 
and  some  details  of  school  milestones 
from  1890s  to  1950s. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#15,  MVERRANR 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#15,  Riverbank.  Cash 
books,  1909-1938.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 


Volume  started  by  Menno  Shiry  when 
Treasurer,  and  includes  record  of 
purchase  of  additional  land  from  Samuel 
Shiry  Estate  in  1908.  Many  loose  papers 
inside  front  cover,  including 
inspectors’  reports  from  1932  to  1942. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#15,  Riverbank.  Minutes, 
1921-1943.  1 v.  (71  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

A record  of  annual  ratepayers’ 
meetings  and  the  trustees’  meeting  in 
August  (sometimes  July)  to  fill  in  the 
requisition  paper  informing  the  Township 
Council  of  the  tax  levy  needed  in  to 
operate  the  school  in  the  following 
year.  From  1938  meetings  every  one  to 
two  months  are  recorded.  Common  family 
names  are  Sauder,  Hagey,  Shiry,  Kinsie, 
Reist,  Dessler,  Prange.  Pages  from  a 
cash  book,  loosely  inside  the  front 
cover,  relate  to  1920,  1921,  1922  and 
1931. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#15,  Riverbank.  Registers, 
1901...1961.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#16,  KOSSUTH: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#16,  Kossuth.  Registers, 
1890-1961.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#17,  VANCE: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#17,  Vance/  Waterloo 
Township  School  Area  No.  3.  Minutes, 
1963-1964.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

A record  of  proceedings  after  Vance 
school  opted  out  of  Waterloo  Township 
School  Area  No.  1.  Kossuth  also  opted 
out,  but  its  school  building  was  sold  to 
the  Hungarian  CLub  before  it  could  be 
restored  to  school  use. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#17,  Vance.  Registers, 
1877-1881.  Loc:  WatCBE. 
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WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#18,  LEXINGTON: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#18,  Lexington.  Registers, 
1950-1980.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#19,  CLEARVIEW: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#19,  Clearview.  Cash 
books,  1879-1938.  2 v.  Loc:  OKITW. 

Two  volumes:  softcover  for  1879-1900; 
hardcover  for  1908-1938.  Also  Assessment 
(School  Census)  book  for  1875-1879,  with 
names  of  parents  by  ward. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#19,  Clearview.  Registers, 
1890-1945.  Loc:  OKITW. 

WHS  has  1890-1911,  1913-1929,  1944/5 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#19,  PINE  BUSH: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#19,  Pine  Bush/  Waterloo 
Tp,  S.S.#19,  Clearview.  Minutes, 

1848-1943.  3 v.  Loc:  OKITW. 

Softcover  exercise  book  has  minutes 
for  about  20  pages  to  1862,  with 
accounts  for  15  pages  in  second  half. 

WHS  has  hardcover  volume  covering 
1848-1907,  with  pp.  1-159  minutes  and 
pp.  160-263  accounts  (minutes  for  1907 
on  pp.  280-8.  The  school  was  called 
Pine  Bush  until  1874,  when  it  was 
renamed  Clearview.  Until  1863,  very 
sparse  record  of  meeting  dates  and  names 
of  trustees  and  teachers;  then  more 
detailed  minutes  of  two  meetings  each 
year,  including  annual  meeting  in 
January  or  December,  meeting  in  July  to 
ask  Township  Council  for  funds,  and 
meeting  in  October  to  appoint  the 
teacher  for  the  following  year.  Mention 
of  new  school  building  opened  in  1848 
with  Robert  Brydon  as  teacher  and  George 
Clemens,  James  Cowan  and  David  Brydon  as 
trustees.  Brydon  taught  till  resigned  in 
1854  when  Jas  Beattie  appointed.  Noted 
as  "free  school"  in  1856.  Thomas  Cowan 


teacher  1856-1857  and  1859;  A.J. 

Brewster  from  1859  (when  pop.  of  299  and 
84  children)  to  1863,  then  Mr  J.  Yool 
for  several  years;  Robert  Brydon  again 
in  1870.  New  school  in  1874  for  total 
cost  of  $1268.  Major  building  repairs  in 
1900.  102  pages  of  third  volume  from 
1908  to  1943,  including  good  account  of 
dissolution  into  School  Area.  Meeting  of 
17  May  1943  addressed  by  Dobrindt  on 
benefits  of  larger  units  of 
administration.  Ends  inequality  of 
opportunity  for  rural  children,  burdens 
of  taxation  shared  by  larger  units; 
funds  from  grants  from  county,  township, 
govt  and  local  levy;  benefits  of 
circulating  library,  medical  and  dental 
inspection,  manual  training  and  household 
science,  balanced  salaries,  cheaper  and 
better  supplies,  non-resident  pupil 
problem  solved,  continuation  classes 
possible,  equalized  assessment.  Moved 
by  L.D.  Witmer,  sec.  Mrs  T.D.Cowan  that 
favour  Township  School  Area  (passed  14 
to  3). 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#20,  MAPLE  GROVE: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#20,  Maple  Grove. 

Registers,  1879-1887,  1920.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Also  contains  loose  minutes  and  other 
papers  (e.g.,  for  1890) 

WATERLOO  TP,  U.S.S.#21,  MARTIN’S: 
Waterloo  Tp,  U.S.S.#21,  Martin’s. 

Classification  of  pupils,  1873.  Loc: 

OKITW. 

Appears  to  be  a kind  of  school  census 
and  register  for  Martin’s,  but  actually 
consists  of  several  different  parts:  a) 
classification  of  pupils  at  Martin’s, 

April  to  December,  1873;  b)  Most 
distinctively,  a record  of  teaching 
career  of  Benjamin  Burkholder;  and  c)  a 


register  of  private  pupils  at  Doon,  July 
1875  to  1879  (but  little  after  December 
1877  when  the  public  school  opened  at 
Doon);  and  d)  other  miscellaneous 
records  of  Burkholder,  including  a 
simple  diary  for  the  year  1879.  One 
concludes  that  Burkholder  took  with  him 
the  barely  used  Martin’s  record  book 
after  he  taught  there  in  1873  and  used 
the  volume  as  a copy  book  for  his 
correspondence  and  accounts.  The  record 
of  Burkholder’s  teaching  career  is  most 
distinctive,  with  facsimiles  of  his 
appointments  from  1841  (Waterloo 
village)  to  Martin’s  in  1873,  including 
testimonials  by  trustees  who  had 
appointed  him.  Moses  Springer  notes 
that  B.B.  was  a "prominent  and 
successful  Common  School  teacher."  This 
documentation  was  apparently  assembled 
to  support  Burkholder’s  application  for 
an  Ontario  pension  for  a "superannuated, 
worn-out  teacher." 

Waterloo  Tp,  U.S.S.#21,  Martin’s.  Minutes, 

1854?- 1968.  Loc:  OWCBE? 

Some  old  records  held  by  Mr  Ananias 
Martin,  according  to  "excerpts" 
preserved  in  Mennonite  Historical 
Society  Education  file  at  CGC.  Printed 
in  newsletter;  also  lists  of  trustees 
and  teachers  from  1862  to  1946.  Some 
more  recent  minutes  may  be  held  at 
Waterloo  County  Board  of  Education? 

Waterloo  Tp,  U.S.S.#21,  Martin’s. 

Registers,  1934-1964.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#22,  ENGLISH 
SETTLEMENT: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#22,  English  Settlement. 

Registers,  1954-1959.  Loc:  WatCBE. 
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Waterloo  Tp,  Union  S.S.#22,  English 
Settlement.  Minutes,  1904-1945;  1953-1964. 

2 v.  Loc:  OKlTW,  WatCBE. 

WHS  has  accounts  mingled  with  minutes 
for  1903-1945.  Waterloo  County  Board  of 
Education  (in  volume  of  72  p.)  has 
well-kept  record  of  monthly  trustees’ 
meetings  and  annual  ratepayers’  meetings 
(by  secretary  Mrs  Jean  Veitch  until  the 
last  few  months  when  Marilyn  Conman). 
Did  this  follow  dissolution  of  Area  3? 
Cryptic  note  in  December  1963:  "the 
trustees  would  appreciate  it  if  the 
people  in  the  section  who  take  Home  boys 
would  contact  them,  before  the  child 
comes  to  school."  In  last  year  (1964) 

$3600  levied  on  the  section.  Only  hint 
of  end:  a note  on  21  September  1964  of 
"up-coming  meeting  in  Breslau  of 
Waterloo  Township  school  boards  and 
secretaries."  Final  balance  of  $4334.02. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#23,  NINE  PINES: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#23,  Nine  Pines.  Minutes 
and  cash  book,  1918-1945.  1 v.  (189  p.) 

Loc:  WatCBE. 

Accounts  and  annual  meeting  minutes. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#23A,  NINE  PINES: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#23A,  Nine  Pines.  Minutes, 
1950-1962.  2 v.  - 1950-1962  (250  p.)  and 
minutes  for  1962-1964  (67  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

S.S.#23A  formed  after  annexation  of 
part  of  S.S.#23  in  1950  by  Kitchener. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#24,  BRESLAU: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#24,  Breslau.  Registers, 
1934...1980.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#25,  BEARINGER’S: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#25,  Bearinger’s.  Minutes, 
1874-1943,  with  accounts  and  memoranda  of 
agreements  with  teachers.  Loc:  OKlTW. 


Important  Note:  Catalogued  in  WHS 
collection  at  KPL  as  Waterloo  Township 
School  Board,  Journal,  1874-1942  (290 
p.)  on  MS  Shelf  95.  Actually  a very 
solid  volume  with  an  index,  records  of 
agreements  with  teachers,  and  accounts 
passed. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#25,  Bearinger’s. 

Registers,  1934...1963.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#27,  DOON: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#27,  Doon.  Minutes, 
1877-1964.  1 v.  (c.200  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

1956-1964:  Begins  with  record  of 
special  meeting  following  complete 
destruction  by  fire  of  1877  school  on  8 
January  1956.  Were  earlier  records 
burned?  Ethel  Wilfong  secy.  English 
Settlement  asked  to  amalgamate  in  April 
1963.  Meeting  in  March  1964  called  by 
Inspector  Oakes  to  explain  merger  with 
Strasburg. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#27,  Doon.  Registers, 
1875-1878.  Loc:  OKlTW. 

Register  for  years  1875-1878  in  what 
was  apparently  a private  school  taught 
by  Benjamin  Burkholder  after  he  retired 
from  full-time  teaching  in  township 
schools.  This  school  may  have  served 
the  Doon  community  before  the 
establishment  of  the  public  school.  It 
is  included  within  what  appears  to  be  a 
cash  book  for  Waterloo  Tp  Union  S.S.#21, 
Martin’s  (from  1873),  but  also  includes 
a record  of  teaching  career  of  Benjamin 
Burkholder  and  serves  as  copy  book  for 
other  private  purposes. 

WATERLOO  TP,  U.S.S.#28,  VICTORIA 
Waterloo  Tp,  U.S.S.#28,  Victoria 
Registers,  1904-1963.  Loc:  WatCBE. 


WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#29,  MACKENZIE  KING: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#29,  Mackenzie  King. 

Minutes  of  annual  and  special  meetings, 
1925-1963.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Spans  whole  life  of  this  section  from 
division  from  S.S.#6  in  1925  to  transfer 
to  new  school  on  Natchez  Road  opened  in 
1954.  Appended  list  of  48  founding 
pupils  when  school  opened  22  September 
1925.  Their  family  addresses  were  on 
Frederick,  Belleview  and  Edna  Streets 
and  in  RR3.  Lorene  Shantz,  daughter  of 
trustee  AL.  Shantz,  was  first  teacher. 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#29,  Mackenzie  King. 

Minutes  of  trustees’  meetings,  January 
1961-December  1964.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Minutes  of  meetings  held  approximately 
monthly  by  the  three  trustees.  In  1961, 
these  were  Barney  Strassburger,  Frank 
Janecek,  Bill  Dubrick  (succeeded  by 
Frank  Yule  in  1963). 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#30,  PARKWAY: 

Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#30,  Parkway.  Registers, 
1954-1957.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WATERLOO  TP,  S.S.#31,  SUNNYSIDE: 
Waterloo  Tp,  S.S.#31,  Sunnyside.  Minutes, 
1940-1951.  1 v.  (only  47  pp.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

First  meeting  27  Dec.  1940  at  home  of 
Gordon  Wiegand,  with  Ralph  Brubacher  and 
Harry  Simpson;  no  hint  of  annexation  to 
Kitchener  in  1951  except  perhaps  for 
note  of  Harry  Simpson’s  resignation  as 
Treasurer 
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WELLESLEY  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  BOARD: 
Wellesley  Township  School  Board.  Minutes, 
December  1964-June  1969.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WILMOT  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  AREA  BOARD: 
Wilmot  Township  School  Area  Board.  Minutes, 
January  1965 -June  1969.  2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Trustees  of  area  board  formed  January 
1965  were  Hunsberger,  Willis,  Christner, 
Alfred,  Cressman,  Allan,  Good,  Cranson; 
Wegford,  Stanley;  and  Bean,  Ellworth 
(sec-tr) 

WILMOT  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  AREA  NO.  1: 
Wilmot  Township  School  Area  No.  1.  Minutes, 
January  1946-December  1964.  3 v.  Loc: 
WatCBE. 

First  meeting  convened  by  inspector 
AF.  Hansuld. 

WILMOT  TP,  S.S.#10,  WILMOT  CENTRE: 
Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#10,  Wilmot  Centre.  Minutes 
and  cash  book,  1847-1944.  2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Originally  S.S.#9  before  1852.  Very 
valuable;  minutes,  agreements  and 
contracts  from  front;  accounts  from 
back.  Founding  trustees  Michael  Myers 
(chair),  John  Gabel  and  George  Master. 

AJ.  Peterson  an  early  teacher. 


Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#10,  Wilmot  Centre. 

Visitors’  book,  1868-1965.  1 v.  Loc: 

WatCBE. 

Note  added  on  flyleaf  in  1960s?  The 
first  section  of  this  book  is  an 
attendance  record  of  "inspection  days" 
which  were  usually  held  on  Saturdays. 
School  board  members,  parents, 
relatives,  and  visiting  teachers  sat  at 
back  while  inspector  examined  each  pupil 
in  turn  orally.  Refreshments  usual 
afterwards.  This  book  indicates  that 
the  first  generation  settlers  had  a 
superior  education  than  they  were  able 
to  give  their  2nd  and  3rd  generation 
descendants.  German  language  common 
1875-1880.  Uneven  record  after  1926  - 
more  an  account  by  current  teacher  of 
special  events  at  school.  Last  entry  of 
6 ms  pages  by  James  Anderson  dated  29 
June  1965  provides  valuable  summary  of 
postwar  changes  in  section. 

WILMOT  TP,  S.S.#11,  CHESSMAN’S: 

Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#11,  Cressman’s.  Minutes  and 
cash  books,  1880-1945.  2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

First  volume  to  29  December  1918. 

WILMOT  TP,  S.S.#12,  HOSTETLER’S: 
Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#12,  Hostetler’s.  Minutes 
and  cash  books,  1852-1963.  2 v.  Loc: 

WatCBE. 

First  slim  volume  includes  summary  of 
trustees  from  1847  (when  SS  13),  and 
accounts  from  1852;  minutes  begin  1861. 


WILMOT  TP,  S.S.#13,  BADEN: 

Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#13,  Baden.  Minutes, 

December  1956-February  1965.  2 v.  Loc: 
WatCBE. 

Only  a few  pages  used  of  second 
volume;  includes  details  of  discontent 
by  "Baden  Board"  at  actions  of  new 
Wilmot  Township  School  Board.  New  board 
refused  request  of  Baden  trustees  to  be 
continue  as  an  advisory  committee  and 
were  reported  to  be  taking  legal  action 
to  recover  assets  of  former  section 
board. 

WILMOT  TP,  S.S.#5,  ST  JAMES  (SMITH’S): 
Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#5,  St  James  (Smith’s) 

Minutes  and  cash  book,  1922-1945.  1 v. 

Loc:  WatCBE. 

WILMOT  TP,  S.S.#8,  ROSEBANR 
Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#8,  Rosebank.  Cash  book, 
1903-1945.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WILMOT  TP,  S.S.#9,  MANNHEIM: 

Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#9,  Mannheim.  Minutes  and 
cash  book,  1854-1963.  1 v.  (v.  fragile) 

Loc:  WatCBE. 

Begins  well  with  detail  of  inaugural 
meeting  and  plans  to  build  first  school 
in  1855;  but  mainly  accounts  after  1872 
with  some  occasional  minutes  of  annual 
meeting.  1st  volume  to  1926;  2nd  to 
1962;  3rd  1961-1963. 

Wilmot  Tp,  S.S.#9,  Mannheim.  Visitors’ 
book,  1859-1915.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Some  teaching  notes  at  back  - 
equations  and  English  history 
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WILMOT  TP,  U.S.S.#1,  NEW  DUNDEE: 
Wilmot  Tp,  U.S.S.#1,  New  Dundee.  Cash  book, 
1946-1951.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

A proper  cash  book  in  prescribed 
format.  Combined  with  Blenheim  S.S.#3. 
Some  minutes  also  included  of  the 
Continuation  School  Board  between  1946 
and  1951. 

Wilmot  Tp,  U.S.S.#1,  New  Dundee.  Minutes, 
1921-1951.  2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Combined  with  Blenheim  S.S.#3.  Some 
minutes  also  included  of  the 
Continuation  School  Board  between  1946 
and  1951. 

WOOLWICH  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL  AREA 
BOARD: 

Woolwich  Township  School  Area  Board. 
Minutes,  January  1965-June  1969.  1 binder. 
Loc:  WatCBE. 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#1,  CONESTOGO: 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#1,  Conestogo.  Minutes, 
1900-1964.  1 v.  (167  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Some  loose  enclosures  c.1958,  and 
photographs  of  three  teachers  in  late 
1950s  - Mrs  Sylvia  Weber,  Lorraine 
Martin,  Evelyn  Bingeman. 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#10,  WEISSENBURG: 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#10,  Weissenburg.  Minutes 
of  annual  ratepayers’  meetings,  1943-1963. 

1 v.  (33  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#U,  BALSAM  GROVE: 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#11,  Balsam  Grove.  Cash 
book,  1902-1948.  1 v.  (143  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 


Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#11,  Balsam  Grove. 

Minutes,  1906-1945;  1946-1963.  2 v.  (100 
p.;  38  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

Mainly  of  annual  ratepayers’  meetings 
or  special  meetings  to  elect  trustees  to 
fill  vacancies. 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#12,  NEW  JERUSALEM: 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#12,  New  Jerusalem. 

Minutes  and  cash  books,  1862-1946.  2 v. 

(200  p,  122  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 

First  volume  to  1922;  minutes  and 
accounts  are  interspersed 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#2,  HOLUNGER 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#2,  Hollinger.  Minutes, 
cash  book,  agreements,  1879-1920; 

1921-1963.  2 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

2d  vol.  has  accounts  at  front,  minutes 
at  back 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#4,  ELMIRA 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#4,  Elmira.  Minutes, 
1861-1886.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

After  1886,  this  school  administered 
in  union  SS  with  Elmira. 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#5,  FLORADALE: 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#5,  Floradale.  Minutes, 
1925-1963.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#6,  WEST  MONTROSE: 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#6,  West  Montrose. 

Minutes,  1950-1964.  1 v.  (88  p.)  Loc: 

WatCBE. 

Annual  ratepayers’  and  monthly 
trustees’  meetings. 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#7,  WINTERBOURNE: 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#7,  Winterbourne.  Minutes, 
1955-1964.  1 v.  (40  p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 


WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#8,  ST  JACOBS: 
Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#8,  St  Jacobs.  Cash  book, 
1907-1930.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

New  school  in  1930? 

Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#8,  St  Jacobs.  Minutes, 
1872-1907;  1930-1950;  1951-1963.  3 v.  Loc: 
WatCBE. 

Volume  from  1872-1907  has  cash  book  at 
front  and  minutes  at  back  as  well  as 
many  loose  enclosures  of  the  period. 
Volumes  after  1930  very  neat  and 
detailed. 

Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#8,  St  Jacobs.  Visitors’ 
book,  1861-1888.  1 v.  Loc:  WatCBE. 

WOOLWICH  TP,  S.S.#9,  NORTH  WOOLWICH 
(GOTTLIEB’S): 

Woolwich  Tp,  S.S.#9,  North  Woolwich 
(Gottlieb’s)  Minutes,  1907-1963.  1 v.  (200 
p.)  Loc:  WatCBE. 


Publications  about  Waterloo  Township  Schools 


50 


PUBLICATIONS  ABOUT  WATERLOO 
TOWNSHIP  SCHOOLS 

L’abbe,  Bernadette.  The  historical 
development  of  community  schools  in 
Kitchener- Waterloo.  University  of  Waterloo 
(B.A.  thesis,  Recreation),  1980.  2 fiche. 
tables,  bibl.  mf. 

Ayers,  George,  Mrs.  "The  Doon  Public 
School."  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 

1957.  45:  45-47.  ill. 

Bean,  Clive  S.  "History  of  Doon."  Waterloo 
Historical  Society.  1941.  29:  164-172. 

Bird,  Michael  S.  "Erb,  Abraham."  Dictionary 
of  Canadian  Biography.  Toronto:  University 
of  Toronto  Press,  1987.  6:  235-236.  in 
Dictionnaire  biographique  du  Canada,  6: 

257-258. 

"Blair  building  rededicated."  Waterloo 
Historical  Society.  1960.  48:  33. 

Bloomfield,  Elizabeth.  Waterloo  Township 
through  two  centuries.  Waterloo 
Historical  Society,  1995. 

Bloomfield,  Elizabeth;  Forgay,  Jane;  and  Foster, 
Linda.  Waterloo  County  to  1972:  an  annotated 
bibliography  of  regional  history.  Waterloo: 
Waterloo  Regional  Heritage  Foundation,  1993.  A 
comprehensive  list  of  over  4,400  printed  items 
about  Waterloo  County  before  regional  govern- 
ment in  1973,  including  material  published  or 
printed  until  later  1992.  Organized  thematically 
with  indexes  of  authors,  places,  subject  headings, 
corporate  subjects  (churches,  schools,  businesses 
or  associations),  and  personal  subjects  (people 
and  families).  Also  searchable  on  computers  in 
Kitchener  Public  Library  and  University  of 
Waterloo  Library.  Searched  for  all  schools. 


Bowman,  Edna.  "Maple  Grove  school  days." 
Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1990.  78: 

152-157.  ill. 

Brewster  Collection  at  City  of  Cambridge 
Archives,  for  Hespeler  School. 

Bridgeport  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history,  Bridgeport  Women’s  Institute,  North 
Waterloo.  Kitchener:  Kitchener  Public 
Library,  1982.  3 reels,  ill.,  map.  mf. 

Brubacher,  Elmer  G.,  Mrs.  "Plans  for  a 1957 
Elmdale  School  reunion  [WRP]."  Waterloo 
Historical  Society.  1958.  46:  51-52. 

Brydon,  Margaret.  "A  teacher’s  life  in  Doon, 
C.W.  in  1859."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1989.  77:  109-111.  ill. 

Centreville  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history,  Centreville  Women’s  Institute, 

North  Waterloo.  Kitchener:  Kitchener  Public 
Library,  1983.  1 reel,  ill.,  maps.  mf. 

"Century  farmers."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1962.  50:  11. 

"Clearview  School,  Galt  closed  after  136 
years."  Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1965. 

53:  10. 

"Clergy  Reserve  Fund  ended  in  Waterloo 
Township."  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 

1969.  57:  79. 

Cressman,  Eben  C.  Farewell  River  bank:  a 
short  history  of  River  bank  School 
Riverbank  "Old  Boys",  1965.  7 1. 

Cressman,  Ella  M.  "History  of  the  village  of 
Breslau."  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 

1969.  57:  32-43.  ill.  map. 


Cressman,  J.  Boyd.  "Benjamin  Eby,  founder  of 
Kitchener  and  the  spirit  of  progress." 
Canadian-German  Folklore.  1961.  1: 

130-133. 

Cressman,  J.  Boyd.  "Eby,  Benjamin."  The 
Mennonite  encyclopedia  Edited  by  Cornelius 
Krahn  and  Harold  S.  Bender  and  C.  Henry 
Smith.  Scottdale,  PA:  Mennonite  Publishing 
House,  1956.  Vol.  2,  pp.  138-139. 

"Deed  for  first  school  site  in  Waterloo." 
Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1965.  53: 

67-68.  ill. 

Dietz,  Bonnie.  Sunnyside  School  1941-1992. 
Kitchener,  1992. 

Early  history  of  Clearview  School, 

1829-1909.  1933.  1 v.  ill. 

Eby,  Marguerite  Bechtel.  "Doon  1867:  before 
and  after."  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 

1966.  54:  36-58.  ill. 

Eby,  Oscar  S.  Hespeler  Canada  a souvenir 
of  the  factory  town.  Hespeler:  Oscar  S. 

Eby,  1901.  1 v.  ill.  mf. 

Eichler,  Idessa  "Bridgeport,  a history." 
Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1950.  38: 

30-37. 

Elmdale  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history,  Elmdale  Women’s  Institute,  North 
Waterloo.  Kitchener:  Kitchener  Public 
Library,  1982.  1 reel,  ill.,  maps.  mf. 

Erb,  Abraham.  The  will  of  Abraham  Erb.  5 
p.,  facsim. 

Erbsvffle  Public  School,  1859-1987:  S.S. 

#10.  1987.  40  p.  ill.,  map. 


Publications  about  Waterloo  Township  Schools 


51 


Foyster,  Ken.  Anniversary  reflections: 
1856-1981,  a history  of  the  Hamilton 
diocese.  Hamilton:  The  Diocese,  1981.  128 
p.  ill. 

Groh,  Anson.  "Address  at  unveiling  of 
memorial  tablet."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1929.  17:  137-138. 

Groh,  Ivan.  The  pioneers  of  Clearview  (and 
some  of  their  successors),  being  a brief 
history  of  School  Section  Number  Nineteen  in 
the  Township  of  Waterloo  from  about  1800  to 
1960.  The  Author,  1960.  26  1. 

Groh,  Ivan.  "School  Section  No.  19  Waterloo 
Township."  Canadian-German  Folklore.  1967. 

2:  42-43. 

Groh,  Ivan.  "The  teachers  of  Clearview  Park 
School  (1843-1848)."  Canadian-German 
Folklore.  1967.  2:  48. 

Groh,  Ivan.  "The  teachers  of  Pine  Bush 
School  (1847-1874)."  Canadian-German 
Folklore.  1967.  2:  49-52. 

Groh,  Ivan.  "Teachers  of  the  red  brick 
school  renamed  Clearview  School  in  1874." 
Canadian-German  Folklore.  1967.  2:  53-55. 

Groh,  Ivan.  "The  trustees  of  S.S.  No.  19 
Waterloo  Township  (1848-1909)." 
Canadian-German  Folklore.  1967.  2:  56-57. 

Groh,  Ivan.  "The  Union  Church  School 
(1830-1843)."  Canadian-German  Folklore. 

1967.  2:  44-47. 

Helena  Feasby  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history,  Helena  Feasby  Women’s  Institute, 
North  Waterloo.  Kitchener:  Kitchener  Public 
Library,  1981.  1 reel,  ill.,  maps.  mf. 


"Hespeler  incorporation  souvenir  number." 

Galt  Reporter.  Galt  Reporter,  1901, 

January  1.  Pp  1-8.  ill. 

"Hespeler  Reunion  special  edition."  Galt 
Evening  Reporter.  1926,  May  29.  Pp.  1-8, 

9-16.  ill. 

Hespeler  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history:  Hespeler  Women’s  Institute,  South 
Waterloo.  1 v. 

History  of  Lexington  School  16  1. 

History  of  Mackenzie  King  Public  School. 

1985.  1 v. 

Hodgins,  J.  George.  The  establishment  of  schools 
and  colleges  in  Ontario,  1792-1910.  Toronto: 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Ontario,  1910. 

Hunsberger,  Albert.  Nineteen  nineteen. 
Kitchener:  Ainsworth  Press,  1980.  244  p.  ill. 

Hunsberger,  Gordon.  In  the  blink  of  an  eye: 
the  changing  twentieth  century.  St  Jacobs: 

The  Author,  1993.  128  p.  ill. 

Hunsperger,  Edna  and  Hunsperger,  Enan. 
"Centennial  of  Maple  Grove  School." 

Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1951.  39: 

43-45.  ill. 

Hunsperger,  Edna  and  Hunsperger,  Enan. 

Maple  Grove  centennial  reunion.  1951.  20 
p.  ill. 

Johannes,  James.  "History  of  Blair." 

Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1941.  29: 

162-164. 


Johnson,  Dana.  Going  to  school  in  rural 
Ontario.  Research  Bulletin  No.  212.  Ottawa: 
Parks  Canada,  1983.  40  p.  ill.,  plans,  bibl. 

Johnston,  John  Alexander.  "Mary  A.  Johnston, 
B.A.,  B.Ed.,  M.Ed.,  President  1987-1988." 
Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1988.  76: 

4-5.  port. 

Johnston,  Mary  A.  "A  brief  history  of 
elementary  education  in  the  city  of 
Waterloo."  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 

1965.  53:  56-64.  ill.,  bibl. 

Johnston,  Mary  A.  The  trail  of  the  slate:  a 
history  of  early  education  in  Waterloo 
County,  1802-1912.  Waterloo:  The  Author, 

1975.  144  p.  ill.,  tables,  bibl. 

Jubilee  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history.  Jubilee  Women’s  Institute,  South 
Waterloo,  1947-1988.  1988.  3 v.  ill.,  maps.  mf. 

Junker,  Alan  W.  Otto  Klotz  and  the 
implementation  of  education  policy  in 
Waterloo  County,  1846-1871.  Wilfrid  Laurier 
University  (M.A.  thesis,  History),  1987.  144 
p.  bibl. 

Klotz,  Otto.  Leitfaden  zur  deutschen 
Sprache  oder  kurz  gefasstes  Lehrbuch  der 
deutschen  Sprache  in  Fragen  und  Antworten. 
Preston:  The  Author,  1867.  134  p.  CIHM 
Microfiche  series,  no.  08119. 

Klotz,  Otto.  "Sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
village  of  Preston  [original]."  Waterloo 
Historical  Society.  1917.  5:  24-40.  ill. 

Klotz,  Otto.  Statistics  and  history  of  the  Preston 
school  compiled  and  written... for  the  use  of  his 
family  (MS  in  WHS  archives). 


Publications  about  Waterloo  Township  Schools 


52 


Krnmner,  Oliver  A.  "Reminiscences  of  AO. 

[sic]  Rummer,  early  settler:  Doon." 

Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1964.  52: 

63-70.  ill. 

Lamb,  Kathryn  Hansuld.  "Bridgeport’s  first 
50  years  1829-1879."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1979.  67:  43-68.  ill.,  map. 

Lamb,  Kathryn  Hansuld.  "Rummelhardt  School." 
Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1987.  75: 

55-59.  ill.,  tables. 

Bob  Leggett’s  Blair  collection  at  City  of 
Cambridge  Archives  (OCCA) 

Lexington  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history,  Lexington  Women’s  Institute,  North 
Waterloo.  Kitchener:  Kitchener  Public 
Library,  1983.  2 reels,  ill.,  ports,  mf. 

"Maple  Grove  School  receives  plaque  [WRP]." 
Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1983.  71: 

119.  ill. 

McKegney,  Patricia.  "The  German  Schools  of 
Waterloo  County,  1851-1913."  Waterloo 
Historical  Society.  1970.  58:  54-67.  ill. 
chart. 

"A  Mennonite’s  legacy  for  educational 
purposes  in  Waterloo."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1970.  58:  74. 

Mill  Creek  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history.  Mill  Creek  Women’s  Institute,  South 
Waterloo.  Mill  Creek  Women’s  Institute,  1 v. 

"Notes  on  Freeport  Academy."  Waterloo 
Historical  Society.  1924.  12:  109-111.  ill. 


Oberholtzer,  R.S.  "On  the  closing  of  Pine 
Grove  School."  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 
1979.  67:  86-88.  ill. 

Pearce,  Thomas  and  Sheppard,  F.W.  and 
Norman,  L.  Report  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
Waterloo  County.  Berlin  Galt  Waterloo:  1875 
- 1914. 

Pearce,  Thomas.  "School  history,  Waterloo 
County  and  Berlin."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1914.  2:  33-48.  ill. 

Preston  Women’s  Institute.  Tweedsmuir 
history,  Preston  Women’s  Institute,  South 
Waterloo.  Kitchener:  Kitchener  Public 
Library,  1983.  1 reel,  ill.,  map.  mf. 

Read,  Dorothy  J.  Descendants  of  Jacob 
Donnenworth  (b.  1798  Alsace,  Fr.;  d. 
19.09.1870)  and  his  wife,  Catharina 
MDhausner  (b.  1800  Alsace,  Fr.;  d. 

3.5.1872)  of  Waterloo  and  Wilmot  Townships, 
Waterloo  Co.,  Ontario.  1988.  30  p.  ill., 
maps,  index. 

"Riverbank  reunion."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1965.  53:  74. 

"Riverbank  School  becomes  Waterloo  County 
Library."  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 

1965.  53:  74.  ill. 

"School-house  1802."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1959.  47:  4. 

Schweitzer,  Olive  and  Schweitzer,  Vera. 
Tweedsmuir  history  of  the  community  of 
Bloomingdale,  1801-1965.  Toronto:  Archives 
of  Ontario,  1969.  2 reels.  274,  320  p.  ill.  mf. 


Seibert,  Emily.  "Elmdale  School  history: 

S.S.  #8,  Waterloo  Township."  Waterloo 
Historical  Society.  1958.  46:  46-51.  ill. 

Seibert,  Emily  and  Brubacher,  Elmer  G.,  Mrs. 
Fiftieth  Elmdale  School  anniversary, 

1907-1957:  souvenir  booklet.  Reunion 
Committee,  1957?  23  p.  ill. 

Sherk,  M.G.  "Reminiscences  of  Freeport, 
Waterloo  County  from  1867  to  1873." 

Waterloo  Historical  Society.  1924.  12: 

101-108. 

Snyder,  Miriam  H.  and  Snyder,  Joseph  M. 
Hannes  Schneider  and  his  wife  Catharine 
Haus  Schneider:  their  descendants  and  times, 
1534-1939.  Kitchener:  M.H.  Snyder,  1937. 

17,  12,  346  p.  ill.,  facsims.,  maps. 

Spetz,  Theobald,  Rev.  The  Catholic  Church 
in  Waterloo  Comity,  book  I:  with  a summary 
history  of  the  Diocese  of  Hamilton,  book  II, 
and  a list  of  the  clergy  who  labored  in  its 
district  from  the  beginning  to  the  present, 
book  HI.  Toronto:  Catholic  Register  and 
Extension,  1916.  262  p.  ill. 

"Strasburg  School."  Waterloo  Historical 
Society.  1965.  53:  76.  ill. 

Taylor,  Andrew  W.  Our  todays  and 
yesterdays:  a history  of  the  Township  of 
North  Dumfries  and  the  Village  of  Ayr. 

Preston:  Progress  Printing  for  the  North 
Dumfries  and  Ayr  Centennial  Committee,  1970. 
344  p.  ill.,  maps. 

Ternant,  Vera  Mavis  and  Tilt,  Millicent  and 
Worden,  Ethel  Wilfong  (Mrs  Paul)  Tweedsmuir 
history.  Grand  River  (Doon-Blair),  South 
Waterloo.  Kitchener:  Kitchener  Public 
Library,  1984.  1 reel,  maps,  ports,  mf. 


Publications  about  Waterloo  Township  Schools 


53 


Translation  of  the  chronicles  of  the 
beginnings  of  the  work  of  the  School  Sisters 
of  Notre  Dame  in  St  Boniface  Parish/School, 
New  Germany,  Ontario.  7 p. 

Waterloo  Township  Council.  Journal  of 
proceedings  and  by-laws  of  the  municipal 
council  of  the  Township  of  Waterloo  in  the 
County  of  Waterloo.  Berlin:  Daily  Telegraph 
and  Daily  News  Record  Office,  1855.  42  p. 
CIHM  Microfiche  series,  no.  41869. 

Wilson,  Ethel.  "Letter  from  an  Alberta 
member."  Waterloo  Historical  Society. 

1965.  53:  75-77. 

Woolwich  Historical  Foundation.  "The 
heritage  of  Maryhill."  Elmira  Independent. 
1989,  June  27.  8 p.  ill. 

Zimmerman,  Idessa.  Bridgeport,  Ont.. 
Bridgeport:  The  Author,  1967.  23  p.  ill., 
maps. 

Zinger,  Joseph  A.  Maryhill  Historical 
Society,  1977-1982,  Ontario  Canada. 

Maryhill:  The  Society,  1982.  66  p.  ill. 

Zinger,  Joseph  A.  and  Sister  Carola  and 
Reinhart,  Jerome.  New  Germany:  Maryhill, 
1867-1967.  1967.  16  p. 

Zinger,  Joseph  A.  St  Boniface,  1877-1977, 
Maryhill,  Ontario.  Maryhill:  St  Boniface 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  1988.  59  p.  ill. 


-Simon  Martin  and  the  bus  he  drove  to  Martin’s  School 
in  1965/6  (Grace  Scott) 


I 


